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President’s Letter
Champions in the classroom and on the field of competition have
several things in common. They have excellent coaching (teaching), a
strong work ethic and the desire to be the best in their chosen area.
Champions do not concede defeat and continually look for ways to
improve upon their success. Alabama football coach Nick Saban said,
“In everything we do – every choice, every decision, everything we do
every day – we want to be a champion.” This statement could easily
apply to Jones County Junior College.
As the 2013-14 school year drew to a close, the media began to refer
to it as a “championship year” and “The Year of the Cat” for Jones
County Junior College. With six South Division titles, five MACJC
crowns, three Region 23 titles and one national championship for
Bobcat athletics, it’s no wonder these superlatives were used to describe
this banner year for the college. These outstanding athletic exploits
have brought much positive attention to the college, and we are very
proud of the achievements of our coaches and student-athletes.
However, champions are not limited to athletics at JCJC. We have
champions in all areas of the college. When reading through this year’s
“President’s Report,” you will find articles on students Zach Warren
and Lindsey Miller who brought national attention to the college
with their unique achievements. You will see how the legacy of the late Lona Kaye
Bassett, former JCJC English teacher, continues to live on in students. There are also
articles featuring championship programs and innovations such as the Math Bowl,
Phi Theta Kappa and SkillsUSA, and the opening of learning centers throughout our
eight-county district.
The late, great New York Yankees manager Billy Martin said, “There’s nothing
greater in the world than when somebody on the team does something good, and
everybody gathers around to pat him on the back.” We are proud of our faculty,
staff and students for their many accomplishments in 2013-14. It is our hope
as you read through these pages that you, too, will feel pride in your college’s
accomplishments. Enjoy!
Sincerely,

Jesse Smith, President
Jones County Junior College
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In October of 2013, Jay Ladner was concerned about
his Jones County Junior College basketball team as they
prepped for the upcoming season.
“We very well could be the only college basketball
program in the country that does not have a single
player that’s ever started a college basketball game,” he
said. “It’s a very unique situation.”
As it turns out, there was no reason to worry.

The Bobcats accomplished something that no one
expected them to do when they captured the NJCAA
Division I National Championship with an 87-77
victory over top-seeded Indian Hills Community College
(Iowa) on March 22 in Hutchinson, Kansas.
That victory capped the most remarkable season for
a Mississippi team in the history of the MACJC. No
men’s team from the state had ever won the crown.
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The Bobcats, who ended the season at
28-5, qualified for the nationals when they
whipped Pearl River Community College
80-67 on March 8 at the A.E. Wood
Coliseum on the campus of Mississippi
College in Clinton.
The reason the Bobcats were even in the
finals was because Johnny Zuppardo made
a 3-pointer at the buzzer in the semifinals
to stun four-time defending champion East
Mississippi, 73-72, in overtime.
But once JCJC made it to Kansas, they
began to shock the basketball world.
In the opener, the 11th-seeded Bobcats
defeated No. 22 Highland Community
College (Illinois), 81-79. They then pulled
upsets over No. 6 Hill College (Texas),
91-82 in overtime; No. 3 Chipola College
(Florida), 86-79, and No. 2 Vincennes
College (Indiana), 76-63.
That set up the historic victory over
Indian Hills in the championship game.
Bobcat forward Leroy “Truck” Fludd, a
freshman from Brooklyn, New York, was
named the tournament’s Most Valuable
Player. Zuppardo, a sophomore from
Kiln, Mississippi, was named to the AllTournament Team.
“It’s magical,” Ladner said right after
the title game. “I give credit to Jesus
Christ. He has been with us all year.
Before the season started, we dedicated
the season to Him.
We wanted to give glory and honor
to His name by the way we played and
coached.”
After winning the title on a Saturday
night at the Hutchinson Sports Arena,
the Bobcats returned to campus Sunday
afternoon for a victory celebration.
Hundreds of students, Ellisville residents
and JCJC supporters were on hand to meet
and greet the team.
Five wins in five days for the national
championship – remarkable.
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2013-2014

Jones County Junior College may have
enjoyed the most successful year in athletics in
the history of the MACJC in 2013-14.
“We had a great year,” said athletic director
Katie Herrington. “It really is amazing
when you sit back and reflect on what we
accomplished.”
One national championship. Four state and
regional championships. Six MACJC South
Division championships. It does not get much
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better than that.
The men’s basketball team won the first-ever
NJCAA Division I National Championship,
winning the tournament in Hutchinson, Kansas,
in March and finishing with a 28-5 record.
They also won their first-ever Region 23 crown.
The women’s softball team finished second in
the nation and in Region 23. The Lady Bobcats
finished with an incredible 52-6 record and won
their third straight state title.

Year of the Cat!

The Bobcat baseball team won the state
championship, finished second in the region,
ended the year with a 46-11 record and was
rated No. 6 in the nation in the final rankings.
The women’s soccer team captured the state
and regional championship, was runnerup in
NJCAA District H and was ranked No. 12 in the
final rankings.
The Lady Bobcat basketball team captured the
state championship, was a tri-champion of the
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MACJC South Division and ended the year at
19-8.

The Lady Bobcat tennis team won the state
and regional championships, finished 19th in the
national tournament and was 12-1 during regular
season play.
The Bobcat football team won the South
Division crown, went 9-2 and was ranked No. 8
in the final poll.
It was definitely “The Year of the Cat!”
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Zack Warren

All-USA Community College
Academic Team
The road to being a Rhodes Scholar is clearer
for JCJC 2014 graduate, Zack Warren. The
college’s first All-USA Community College
Academic Team member and New Century
Scholar initially limited himself to being a local
history teacher until the honors from Phi Theta
Kappa International Honor Society started
stacking up.
“Never in my life did I think I could be a
Rhodes Scholar or there was a possibility for me,
but I’m not ruling it out now. I’ve changed my
thinking and started dreaming for something so
prestigious,” said the Ellisville native.
Warren grew up loving the library and books.
Teachers were his friends and he valued learning.
Because his mother, Bonnie Warren, worked at
JCJC, the school bus dropped the younger Warren
off at JCJC every day after school. Bonnie Warren
has worked in Student Services for 35-years,
so the routine of surrounding himself around
educators originated when her son was very
young. She is also the one who encouraged him
to interview for a PTK officer position.
“To see him excel has been a blessing. Zack
has exceeded anything that I could have expected
and I am honored that he chose JCJC as the
foundation for his higher education,” said Bonnie
Warren, also a JCJC alumna. “I know how hard
Zack has worked in his classes and for PTK.
Seeing him receive this recognition as fruition of
his hard work is especially heartwarming as his
mother and a long-time JCJC employee!”
As the South Jones valedictorian, Warren could
have chosen to attend any number of senior
colleges straight out of high school. However,
Warren chose to begin his college education at
Jones. In fact, he got a head start on his college
degree by dual-enrolling as a high school senior.
It was during his dual-enrollment period
that Warren landed a job in the Information
Technology Department at Jones, which may have
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helped secure the opportunity to become PTK’s
director of the college project and information
technology. That experience provided the
foundation he needed to win the “Best Website”
award at the PTK Regional Conference.

He was also selected as an All-Mississippi
Academic First Team Member for initiating a
new student service organization, which led to
the chapter receiving the “Top 10 College Project
Award” at the Regional Conference. At that
conference, the PTK officers earned the honor,
“Most Distinguished Officers” for their leadership
role in planning and implementing the new service
organization and chapter development activities.
Internationally, the officers earned a similar title,
“Top 30 Distinguished Chapter Officer Team.”
To top it off, Warren did what no other Jones
student has been able to do by being named one
of 20 members of the All-USA Academic Team.
Being a part of this elite group meant Warren
had to beat 1,700 students nominated by more
than 800 community colleges in the U.S. The
recognition garnered him scholarships, medallions
and a whole new outlook on life.

“I didn’t think coming from Ellisville and going
to the local junior college could help me reach the
national stage,” said Warren, who maintained a
4.0 grade-point average at Jones. “These honors
have made me realize maybe there’s more out
there for me instead of the limitations and plans I
had for myself.”

Warren’s plans now include transferring to
Mississippi State and possibly studying in Oxford,
England as a Rhodes Scholar.

“PTK helped me find my passion and a purpose
that was previously unrealized,” Warren said.
The grateful young scholar added that he now
feels more prepared to face the challenges he
may encounter as he chases the new dream he
discovered at Jones.
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As the national runner-up in her division, Lindsey
Miller did not bring home the grand prize in the
2013 Dr. Pepper Tuition Giveaway. However,
the Ellisville resident had a grand time in the
competition of a lifetime.

finals against male competitor, Brooks Bergman.

Miller’s fierce competitive nature forced a tie
with Bergman in Saturday’s competition when
both made 15 completions. In the forced second
round, Bergman completed 16 tosses to Miller’s 15
Last fall, the Jones County Junior College
for the win and the grand prize. There was some
freshman was in total shock after learning she would speculation that Miller actually won as fans rebe competing in the final round of Dr. Pepper’s
played the video, however, Miller was awarded the
Tuition Giveaway for $100,000 in scholarships.
second-place prize.
The competition was nationally televised during
Miller said she was not upset about her
halftime of the Southeastern Conference Football
performance,
but very grateful for the experience
Championship game between Auburn and Missouri.
and opportunities Dr. Pepper afforded her with the
Miller earned enough votes for her video entry,
competition.
but she still had to beat out four other people to
“People recognize me and tell me I got cheated
make it to the televised final round in Atlanta, which
while
I just laugh and tell them I appreciate their
involved tossing a football.
support and how good Dr. Pepper was to me!”
Having never thrown a football, let alone thrown Miller said. “I feel more confident and since JCJC
one through a two-foot hole into an oversized Dr.
supported me so much before the competition, I
Pepper can, Miller wasted no time in practicing for
feel more connected and like a family at JCJC. I
the big event. To win the grand prize, her task was
guess all the plans and energy that I put towards
to complete more passes into the can in 30 seconds
Jones through the SGA is my way of showing how
than her competitors.
much I love that family. I want the best for my Jones
family.”
“My dad coached me and we practiced every day
(for) three weeks. I can throw a mean spiral now!”
The only disappointment Miller said she endured
Miller joked.
during the competition was Alabama’s loss to
Auburn the week prior to the finals. She was hoping
She must have been feeling pretty confident when she’d be able to watch her favorite team play for the
she entered the Georgia Dome as she completed
SEC championship in person. However, as a finalist,
enough passes during the Friday preliminary
Miller walked away with a lot to smile about and a
competition to make it into the nationally televised
lot of cash-$20,000 in scholarships.
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Tori Dew

NJCAA Division II Softball
Player of the Year
Tori Dew made the adjustment from high school to junior college softball
look easy.
“I only hit one home run my senior year,” said the JCJC first baseman. “I
honestly never thought about getting all of this recognition.”
Dew, a freshman from Quitman, enjoyed a phenomenal first-year junior
college campaign.
For her efforts, she was named the 2014 Dudley NJCAA Division II Softball
Player of the Year. It is the first time for the National Junior College Athletic
Association to have the award in softball.
Dew earned the Mississippi Association of Community and Junior Colleges
“Triple Crown” and barely missed out on the national version.
She led the nation with a .602 batting average and 104 RBIs. She finished
tied for second with 20 home runs. She was second nationally
with a 1.111 slugging percentage, a .665 on-base percentage and
was third with 27 doubles.
Dew was named a first-team NJCAA Division II All-American,
to the All-NJCAA Division II All-Tournament Team and AllRegion 23.
“I cannot think of a more deserving person to get this award
than Tori,” said JCJC head coach Chris Robinson. “She worked
her tail off and it has really paid off with all of the accolades she
has received. She is such a humble, Christian kid and comes from
a very good family. She is the kind of kid we want to surround
our program with at Jones.”
Dew credits her teammates, along with Robinson and assistant
coaches Bob Herrington and Carlos Castro for keeping her
focused this year.
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“The awards were never really a goal,” Dew said. “The
coaches and girls are such good motivators. If the day is going
bad for you, they can always say or do something that will put a smile on your face.
When I started, I thought it would be a big change from high school fast-pitch. I
thought I would be challenged more, but our coaches did a great job working with me.
They have transformed me into a totally different player than I was in high school.”
Robinson said the recognition of Dew by Dudley and the NJCAA is a major
accomplishment for JCJC.
“This is a great thing for Tori and our program,” he said. “Hopefully, it will
catapult her into having another great year.”
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Each year, high school students from Smith County
compete in the A.T. Bassett Memorial Scholarship Writing
Competition. English teachers from the three Smith County
schools choose several students to compete by writing an
essay on various topics. First and second place winners are
awarded tuition scholarships to the college.
Scholarship winners this year included the following
students:

Raleigh: Cady Smith, first place, and Miranda Boggan,
second place.
Taylorsville: Jeremy Skinner, first place, and Carr
McMorris, second place.

Mize: Destiny Hux, first place, and Allison Rutland and
Makayla Bavido, tied for second place.

The scholarship was established in memory of A.T. Bassett

by his wife, Sue and daughters Lona Bassett and Morrett
Ellzey. A.T. Bassett taught at the college when it was part
of the agricultural high school, and his daughter, Lona,
became an English instructor and chair of the Humanities
Department at Jones.

The Jones Marketing Department won 14 awards
at this year’s College Public Relations Association
of Mississippi conference, including three first place,
five second place and six third place awards at the
annual competition.

“I am so proud of the team of individuals that
I get to work with every day here at Jones,” said Finee’
Ruffin, vice president of marketing. “The innovation
and creativity that this team expresses can be seen in the
work that they do each day in the form of billboards,
radio ads, photographs and even feature stories. I look
forward to many future successes with Jones and this
team.”

three awards in the news category. However, JCJC sports
information director Shawn Wansley has swept the
sports news category a couple of times. I feel honored to
be working with colleagues who strive for excellence.”
The Homecoming Postcard won first place in the
single piece of artwork category. Ruffin and graphic
designer Gabe Bozeman collaborated on that project.

Also winning first place was the annual report,
“Making Connections.” Ruffin was the executive
director of the project, with Bozeman as creative designer
and newspaper advisor Kelly Atwood, yearbook advisor
Rebecca Patrick, McCreery and Wansley serving as
“This is a testament to the remarkable opportunities
to share the accomplishments and good things happening writers. Web administrator Jared Meyers, McCreery,
at Jones,” said McCreery. “After writing stories for nearly Patrick, Wansley and Atwood were also credited for their
photography work on the magazine.
17 years for JCJC, I don’t recall anyone winning all
For the first time, public relations and media director
Teresa McCreery swept the news story category, winning
first, second and third place for her stories.

Page 10 | President’s Report 2014

contest or compe
especially in spor
who fig
JCJC engineering students earn Someone
scholarships
or speaks publicl
support of a pers
belief, cause, etc.
Someone or som
that has won a
contest or compe
especially in spor
Someone who fig
HEADWAE Honors
or speaks publicl
support of a pers
belief, cause, etc.
Someone or som
that has won a
contest or compe
especially in spor
Someone who fig
or speaks publicl
support of a pers
belief, cause, etc.
JCJC celebrated National Engineering Week with three
students receiving scholarships.
Three JCJC engineering students, Ike Armour,
Elizabeth Wright and Taylor Smith, were presented
scholarships from the southeast area chapter of the
Mississippi Professional Engineering Society.

“The students receiving scholarships have
demonstrated a financial need, are academically
successful, and are involved in their community and
college,” said Jason Goar, president of the MPES
southeast area chapter. “We as engineers felt the need
to reach out to the students and show them what our
profession is all about.”
Goar added that business sponsorships enable the

professional society the opportunity to showcase the
opportunities an engineering degree can offer students.

Each year, an outstanding instructor and student are
chosen from each of Mississippi’s 34 public and private
universities and community colleges to receive special
recognition from the Mississippi Legislature.

These champions of academia are recipients of the
Higher Education Appreciation Day, Working for Academic
Excellence Award, which honors excellence in education.
English instructor Dr. Patti Smith and sophomore Hannah
Pruitt were chosen to represent Jones at the 26th annual
HEADWAE program.

Honorees went to the State Capitol where they were
acknowledged in each chamber of the Legislature.
Afterwards, they attended a luncheon where all student and
faculty honorees were recognized for their accomplishments.
“I am truly honored to have been chosen to represent
Jones in academia,” said Pruitt. “HEADWAE is one of those
goals that one may wish to attain, but never believes to be a
possibility.”

The Mississippi State University graduate earned her
masters of education and her doctorate in curriculum and
instruction with an emphasis in reading and English from the
University of Southern Mississippi.

Smith also felt honored to be named JCJC’s HEADWAE
faculty member this year.

Smith said she wants her students to leave her class
realizing that English isn’t about just words, but it is the
gateway to knowledge.

“Since teaching is what I wake up every workday morning
excited about, I am so thankful that my pedagogy does,
indeed, make a difference in student’s lives,” she said.

“Reading and writing are vital skills that we all use; every
class, every job, and every purpose in life revolve around
literacy,” said Dr. Smith.
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JCJC athletics standout Jackie Parker became the 11th Bobcat inducted into the
Mississippi Community College Sports Hall of Fame this spring. Parker’s longtime
friend and former Bobcat teammate, Robert Smith, accepted the induction on
behalf of Parker who passed away in 2007.

A Knoxville, Tenn., native, Parker starred for the Bobcats in 1950-52. He was a
standout running back and led the team to a 9-0-1 record and a state championship
in 1951. He was also an excellent baseball player and helped the Bobcats to the
1952 state title.
Parker then went to Mississippi State University where he became a star
quarterback for the Bulldogs, was All-SEC for two years, an All-American and was
the Nashville Banner’s SEC Player of the Year for two years.

He later excelled in the Canadian Football League where he played for the
Edmonton Eskimos. He led the Eskimos to the Grey Cup title in 1954-56 and was named Canada’s Most
Outstanding Player in 1957, 1958 and 1960. He was the West’s Outstanding Player from 1956-61.
Parker set numerous records at MSU and in the CFL, and also served as head coach and general manager of the
British Columbia Lions and as head coach of the Eskimos.
He was inducted into the Canadian Football Hall of Fame in 1971, the Mississippi State University Sports Hall
of Fame and the Mississippi Sports Hall of Fame in 1972, the College Football Hall of Fame in 1976, Canada’s
Sports Hall of Fame in 1987 and was part of the inaugural class of the NJCAA Football Hall of Fame in 1995. He
was inducted into the JCJC Sports Hall of Fame in 2013.

JCJC Phi Theta Kappa students provided a helping hand to a Habitat
for Humanity house building project last spring. The Habitat Project
was one of the Rho Sigma chapter’s college projects as part of the new
service organization Officium.
Created by Zack Warren, who served as Rho Sigma’s director of the
college project and information technology, Officium brought together
student leaders from numerous campus clubs to work on common
projects. Warren explained that the creation of the service organization
was a way for him to help pay back everything Jones had done for him.
The PTK chapter received the “Top 10 College Project Award” at the
Regional PTK conference because of Warren’s work in the creation of
Officium and the work its members donated to the Habitat Project.
The newly formed organization has been instrumental in
coordinating community service projects, such as building houses for
Habitat for Humanity, as an opportunity for JCJC students or employees to
volunteer.
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PTK Chapter Honors
From International Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society
accolades to local and regional honors, JCJC’s Rho Sigma
chapter experienced a championship year.
Topping the awards was when the group was named
a Top 30 Distinguished Chapter Officer Team at the
international competition. This honor was based on the
team’s demonstration of an exceptional atmosphere of
teamwork, leadership abilities, promotion of the Honors in
Action project, other engagement in PTK and enthusiasm for
the Hallmarks of the Society.
The officer team was also recognized at the Regional
PTK Conference as a Most Distinguished Officer Team.
PTK officers were: Lewis Bateman, regional president;
Zack Warren, director of college project and information
technology; Patrick Campbell, chapter president; Skylar
Dailey, director of campus activities; Kaylie Bradshaw, director
of honors in action; Hannah Pruitt, director of project
submission; Tera Busby, secretary; and Kristen Hallman,
director of chapter meetings and coordinator of service.
Also at the Regional Conference, JCJC’s PTK members
earned the Top 10 College Project Award for the creation of
the service organization, Officium.
Individually, Pruitt was awarded the Order of the Golden
Key at the Regional Conference. Her fellow officers honored
Pruitt for her exceptional work as director of project

Radionian wins awards
Students on the Jones newspaper have the drive to
succeed, and that drive was apparent this year when
they brought home more awards than ever in annual
competition.
The Radionian received 11 first place awards and
28 total awards at the O.C. McDavid/Mississippi Press
Association Education Foundation’s Better Newspaper
Contest in March 2014.
The paper also took home the General Excellence award
in the community college division, marking the seventh year
in a row that the Radionian has taken home top honors at
the competition.
Students received first place in sports column, sports
feature, sports news story, sports photo, feature photo,
news photo, general advertisement, single advertisement,

contest or compe
especially in spor
Someone who fig
or speaks publicl
support of a pers
belief, cause, etc.
Someone or som
that has won a
contest or compe
especially in spor
Someone who fig
or speaks publicl
support of a pers
belief, cause, etc.
Someone or som
that has won a
contest or compe
especially in spor
Someone who fig
or speaks publicl
support of a pers
belief, cause, etc.

submission. Member Karie Mooney, was selected to the AllMississippi Academic Second Team and she was recognized as
a Coca-Cola Bronze Scholar.

Warren earned the Best Website Award at the Regional
PTK Conference. He was also selected to be an All-Mississippi
Academic First Team Member and a New Century Scholar.
Julie Atwood and Gwen Magee are college sponsors of
PTK. Magee said she was very proud of these very deserving
officers.

“This group has worked hard, hosting a regional
conference on top of working on an Honors in Action Project,
submitting numerous reports and essays throughout the year,
volunteering hours on the Habitat for Humanity House and
establishing a new service organization on campus,” Magee
said. “To top it off, they are exceptional students too.”

editorials, front page design and overall design categories.
The Radionian was also recognized for its website.

Kelly Atwood has served as advisor of the Radionian for
the past four years, when the class began to supplement the
newspaper with a website, video and social media. Before
her, Rebecca Patrick was the advisor. Both are alumnae of
the college who also wrote for the Radionian when they
were students.
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Twelve JCJC employees announced their retirement
Bobby Hinton taught Electronics Technology for
from the institution and took part in the college’s annual
20 years. Casey Mercier worked in the Information
Retirement Tea this year. When combined, these employees Technology Office for 17 years, retiring as vice president
provided nearly 300 years of service to JCJC.
of information technology. Diane T. Sanford of Seminary
taught information systems technology for 31 years.
The 2014 retirees include the following individuals who
are listed with their positions and years of services.
Dr. Donna Scoggin taught in the Associate Degree
Nursing Division for 25 ½ years, retiring as the division
Husband and wife, John Carter and Judy Read Carter
chair. Sidney Tally taught truck driving for seven years.
retired after 39 and 16 years, respectively. John Carter
Leslie Lowe Tubbs taught in the Associate Degree Nursing
served as the head of library services and, most recently, as Division area for 37 years.
administrative assistant to the president. Judy Read Carter
taught numerous courses in the area of Business and
Dr. Laverne Ulmer was at JCJC for 28 years. During
Office Technology.
that time she taught in the Computer Information
Technology and Business and Office Technology Divisions,
Elaine Eavenson spent 22 years at Jones. She worked
was the division chair and instructor in the Academic
in the Vocational Dean’s Office, Payroll and Personnel
Business Division. She was the director of institutional
Office and Student Accounts. She also served as Tech Prep effectiveness and retired as vice president of instructional
coordinator and taught in the Business and Technology
affairs and assessment.
Division.
Jim Walley spent 36 years at JCJC. He taught forestry
technology for many years before becoming the vice
president of external affairs and dean of agricultural
science.
Dr. Charlotte Williams spent 20 years at Jones. She
taught courses in the Business and Office Technology
and Academic Business Divisions and, at the time of her
retirement, worked in the Office of Instructional Affairs as
the assistant dean for career and technical programs.
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Smith County artist
Dick Ford displayed
his collection of
artwork in the Eula
Bass Lewis Art
Gallery.

A reception was held
for six Jones alumni,
who had their
artwork on display in
the Jones art gallery.

November 4
The Jones faculty
and staff art show
opened, displaying
works from all four
members of the
department.

Dr. Theresa
Sanchez presented
a faculty solo
piano recital in
the Fine Arts
Auditorium.

December 6-8
The Musical Theater
Department premiered
an original version of
the play, “A Christmas
Carol.”

October 28

November 21

The Madrigals and
More concert was
held at First-Trinity
Church Laurel.

Java & Jazz was
held in the Ronald E.
Whitehead Advanced
Technology Center.
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JCJC’s 2014 Lair yearbook placed
first in the Overall Excellence category
of the 2013-14 Mississippi Community
and Junior College Press Association
Competition.
Since 1998, the Lair has placed first
in the overall excellence category four
times.

“I was very pleased for my students
to be recognized for their hard work,”

Five Jones students, along with
Jones advisors, headed to the national
Skills USA competition held in Kansas
City, Missouri, this past June.

These students, who each competed
in the state Skills USA competition
and placed first in the state in their
career-technical skill, moved on to the
national competition where they were
pitted against the winning student from
each state in the nation.

said Rebecca Patrick, who has been
the Lair advisor for 17 years. “Most
people don’t realize that yearbook
staff members, particularly the editors,
put in hundreds of hours of work
to produce a one-year history of the
college.”

The Lair staff placed or tied for
first place in several sub-categories,
including theme, structure, graphic
design, copy and photography. In other

Jones competitors included the
welding fabrication team from the
Greene County Center: Dalton
McDonald, Kollyn Kitchens and
Seth Walters; nails competition:
cosmetology major Laken McBride;
and commercial baking competition:
culinary arts major Regina Adams.

The Skills USA competitions
are geared toward students in high
school and two-year colleges who are

Small Ensemble Christmas
Concert was held in the
Foote Chapel.

Two Co-Lin Community
College instructors, Janet
Smith and Tom Ross,
displayed their artwork
at the Jones art gallery.

EMCC art instructor Terry
Cherry and MCC art
instructor John Marshall
showcased their artwork
on the Jones campus.

categories, the
Lair staff placed
third in the
cover category
and fourth in
typography.

Editors for the 2014 Lair were Cody
Pate, graphic design; Lora Grissom,
co-graphic design; Shamia Leverette,
copy; Erica English, photography; and
Garrett Thornton, social media.

studying career-technical fields. Jones
has a history of students going on to
compete nationally. More than 6,000
champions competed in the national
competitions.

Eight sophomores had
their work featured in
the Eula Bass Lewis
Art Gallery through the
month of April.

The annual Spring Recital
Series featured a variety
of guest musicians and
vocalists who performed on
select Fridays in the Foote
Chapel throughout April.
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Inspiring high school students to spend hours
studying math so they can compete, that’s the
magic of the Bobcat Math League, made possible
through a partnership with Jones and community
members. That partnership received special statewide recognition this year: the University/College
Partnership Award, which was presented at the 12th
Annual Governor’s Awards for Outstanding SchoolCommunity Partnerships.
“Receiving the Governor’s Award is a great honor
for all involved: JCJC faculty and administration,
high school participants, and community sponsors,”
said Bunch. “This award speaks to the dedication
of those involved, as well as the importance of all
of those involved working together to accomplish
common goals, like increasing math interest and
outcomes among high school students, increasing the
number of high school students entering college and
fostering community relations.”
The road to success for the math league began
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with an idea from JCJC math instructor Jessica
Bunch. With help from Laurel realtor Chris Wilson,
who gathered community interest and sponsorships,
the league has really begun to grow in recent years.
“It is my passion to improve the quality of public
education in my home state,” said Wilson. “It seemed
to me from the beginning if I could improve the
future of a lot of young people, I would be paying
back my home state that helped me have a wonderful
life and career. This is also a way to make my
daughter, who is a public education teacher, proud. I
decided I was going to try help so this is personal, in
a way.”
Originally begun as the Math Bowl, BML was a
one-day event that morphed through the years into
a six-week athletic-competition style format and
play-off season. Jones math teachers, district high
school teachers, high school officials and community
sponsors all work together to make the BML a
success. In 2013, the competition-style BML involved

20 high school teams vying for monetary awards,
trophies and scholarships.
Bunch, whose title is now Bobcat Math League
Commissioner, said the BML has caused high school
students to become competitive and excited about
learning math.
“There are rivalries and marked improvements
in math scores, which is another incentive to
participate,” she said.
The BML is only the beginning for these
contenders. With a solid knowledge in math, these
home-grown academic champions will have a
multitude of opportunities in science, technology,
engineering and math (STEM) careers.
Bunch said that more high school students are
interested in being on their schools’ team. She added
that high school math subject area final averages and
ACT math scores of the “mathletes” improved by 2
percent and 4.4 percent respectively from prior to
post 2013 math league participation.
Mississippi Power Foundation, one of the
biggest community donors, supports this academic
competitive program because of the impact it has on
many levels.
“We know educators can’t do it by themselves,”
said Rex Gilbert, Laurel District Manager for
Mississippi Power. “Mississippi Power feels strongly
about supporting the League as an investment in
the community. Programs like JCJC’s Bobcat Math
League help ensure our future employees will be
more qualified and we want them to in turn, to reinvest in the community. Without a quality education
our product and our community can’t be as good.”
Magnolia Realtor and retired JCJC math
instructor, Sandra Wright, is also a community
sponsor with personal reasons for donating to the
program.
“I am proud of this program and what it’s
accomplished, mostly because I taught Jessica
Bunch,” Wright said. “I knew she’d be a great teacher
and I wanted to support her. I’m confident she’s going
to continue to do great things for the college and
community.”
As interest from students increases and donations
grow – $66,000 was contributed to the league in
2013 – the Bobcat Math League will continue to
expand and inspire.
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Jones County Junior College’s poultry science students will enjoy more of a seamless transition
when they head to Mississippi State University, thanks to a new two-plus-two agreement.
JCJC President Dr. Jesse Smith and MSU President Dr. Mark Keenum announced the agreement
helps students by allowing specific courses in JCJC’s curricula to transfer to MSU’s poultry science
program.
“Since 1987 almost half of all Mississippi State’s poultry science students started their college
education at JCJC, so this agreement will make it easier for these students pursuing their degree
and getting a job in one of the state’s largest industries,” said Tim Ishee, JCJC’s agriculture science
instructor.
Ensuring opportunities for students to excel in the industry, as well as in the classroom, was one of
the main objectives of this agreement, explained Smith.
“We have to continue to provide the best talent to
maintain and promote one of the best and thriving
industries in Mississippi,” he said.

The state’s poultry industry annually generates
$2.47 billion, representing 33 percent of the state’s
total agricultural value. Sanderson Farms, the state’s
largest broiler producer, is based in Jones County.
Lampkin Butts, the company’s chief operating officer
and president, was on hand for the announcement
and said he likes the potential impact this agreement
will have on the industry.
“We’re very excited about this two-plus-two
agreement,” Butts said. “JCJC and MSU both have
great programs that will help the industry grow.”

Restructuring the process for both students
and faculty was the driving force behind the
modifications said Mary Beck, MSU poultry science
professor and department head. Beck, noted these
changes mean students will save money and time.
The agreement also means they can head straight
into a career in the industry that has 100 percent job
placement.
“We could place double the number of students,”
Beck said. “We can’t supply enough students for the
industry’s needs.”

MSU’s poultry science department is one of
only six in the nation, offering four degree tracks:
production systems, business management, processed
products and pre-veterinary medicine. Keenum
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said the agreement is one of numerous two-plus-two curricula agreements MSU has with Mississippi
community colleges.

“This collaboration between our university and JCJC is a win-win for both institutions and for the
state of Mississippi as we prepare well qualified professionals to work in a field that is of tremendous
importance to our economy,” Keenum said.
JCJC students will not have to worry that some classes might not transfer when they enroll at
MSU, noted Keenum.

Another partnership established by JCJC’s agriculture science department will also help ensure
there is a steady flow of students into the poultry science industry. Agriculture science instructor, Tim
Ishee announced his program was one of a handful of colleges and universities awarded a $1,600
student recruitment grant from the U.S. Poultry Foundation.
“We are very thankful for the generosity of the USPOULTRY Foundation and for the grant we
received to help expose more students to careers in the poultry industry,” said Ishee.
The USPOULTRY Foundation board approved student recruiting grants totaling more than
$183,000 to six U.S. universities with poultry science departments and 14 other institutions with
industry-related programs. The Foundation provides annual recruiting funds to colleges and
universities to attract students to the poultry industry.
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JCJC’ Student Engineering Club members had the rare
opportunity to learn more about their proposed field
of study from the president of the National Society of
Professional Engineers.

Robert Green, Mississippi State University’s
undergraduate coordinator and a veteran research engineer,
was the guest speaker at one of the group’s spring meetings.
He emphasized the importance of networking, getting
licensed and learning how to communicate with everyone.
“If I can’t communicate I won’t do well because I won’t
be able to understand the other party I’m working with
on a project,” Green explained. “It’s a global economy.
Learning a foreign language is also recommended because
you end up learning a culture. Learning to work with
others is preparing you to be a professional.”

Green, who also serves as a captain in the U.S. Navy,
said the classes and educational goals that students choose
are very important. He said that getting a doctorate degree,
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or planning for the highest educational degree, can also
prepare the student to be the best engineer possible.

The MSU professor said there are almost 3,000 students
majoring in one of the ten specialties within the engineering
field at his university. Green added that joining Phi Theta
Kappa Honor Society and interning will give JCJC students
an advantage in the future.
JCJC physics and engineering instructor and Student
Engineering Club sponsor, Mary Boleware, noted that
the number of JCJC students majoring in engineering has
grown in the last two years and MSU heavily recruits her
students.

“It’s very exciting to have the national president of the
NSPE sharing his insights with our Jones students,” said
Boleware. “Speakers like Robert Green, and the wisdom he
shares with our students, inspires them to work harder and
be persistent in preparing themselves for a future career in
this competitive field.”
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Life lessons and personal stories from
prominent business, government and education
leaders were shared with Jones County Junior
College’s Honors College students this year.

in their own lives,” Taylor said.

Being successful usually means working
hard and being persistent. That theme
was universal with all of the speakers.
Guest speakers for the Charles Pickering
However, the three major university
Honors Institutes’ Innovation and Competition
presidents also shared the processes of
Speaker Series included university presidents,
decision making with students and how
business owners and a world traveling “dreamer.” they handle the barrage of criticism when
Dr. Mark Taylor, dean of the honors college,
unpopular policies are enacted. Each of
said that the goal of the speaker series is to
the guest speaker’s experiences provided
supplement the book knowledge with the realunique, insightful and helpful information
world experience of our guests.
for the students to use as they forge their
futures.
“The Honors Institute is here to challenge
students to go beyond the ordinary ideas about
“Innovation and competition are two
school and their own expectations,” Taylor said.
very important aspects of leadership,”
“I hope the speakers help stretch the students to
Bateman said. “Innovation comes from
become lifelong learners and to become leaders.” finding new ways to produce results; the
better the product or idea, the better you
This year’s speakers offered students several
and/or your team will look. Competition
ideas to ponder. Themes included inspiring
is needed to really fuel a person’s desire to
students to be persistent, work hard, follow
lead; without competition and being goaltheir dreams and to have integrity. The message
oriented, there really is no reward for
certainly impacted sophomore Lewis Bateman.
wanting to lead the best that you can.”
“There is power in hearing successful people
A prime focus of the Honors Institute
talk about how they have overcome some sort of is to teach students to think critically and
adversity or started from the bottom and worked to awaken each student to a whole new
their way up,” Bateman said. “I believe this was
world of opportunities for personal and
a great opportunity to have at Jones. With all
intellectual growth. The Innovation and
of these speakers starting at even lower places
Competition Series plays an important
than we all are in our lives, it is always great to
role in this process.
hear and to know that we can make anything of
ourselves.”
“The most profound thing I realized
during all of these sessions was that
Students accepted into the JCJC Honors
nothing is for certain,” Bateman said. “All
Institute were at the top of their high school
of the speakers said this in some way; one
class with high GPA’s and ACT scores. Taylor
can think that he or she has everything
shared that these students will be our future
figured out and planned out, but there is
leaders. He hopes that the Speakers Series gets
no guarantee. However, change shouldn’t
them thinking and believing that they are able to discourage us from wanting to succeed.
reach their goals and dreams. Additionally, JCJC We have to work for what we want out
is equipping these future leaders in a unique way of life, and that doesn’t come without
by letting them meet people who have attained
pushing ourselves forward.”
high levels of success.
With the primary focus of developing
“I am confident that as our students have the
student leaders, Taylor feels confident the
opportunity to meet these people and hear their
Speaker Series is not only planting seeds,
success stories, many, if not most of the students, but also helping students grow into those
begin to see the possibilities for success that exist opportunities.

Dr. Mark Keenum

Dean Jacobs

Whitney Pickering

Dr. Rodney Bennett
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Sean Payton
visits JCJC
Over the past two years, current
and former NFL head coaches Bill
Belichick and Bill Parcells have visited
with JCJC students, alumni and fans.
On March 18, 2014, New Orleans
Saints head coach Sean Payton joined
that list of champions.
“It is an honor to have one of the
premier coaches of the NFL to come
to our area,” said JCJC president
Jesse Smith. “This would not be
possible without our former head
football coach, Ray Perkins. He
has done so much for our school,
from training our new head football
coach to helping make these kinds of
fundraisers possible.”
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Perkins, a former NFL coach, spent the past two seasons as the head football coach of the JCJC Bobcats before
stepping down. He was instrumental in bringing New England Patriots coach Belichick last year and Payton this
year to help support the football program. Parcells, former head coach of the New York Giants, spent a couple of
days visiting with the Bobcat coaches and players and even attended a football game last fall.
Payton was the main attraction at this year’s fundraiser for the Bobcat football team held at Hattiesburg’s Lake
Terrace Convention Center. Sponsored by the JCJC Foundation, Inc., more than 300 people attended “An Evening
with Sean Payton,” and the silent auction that preceded it.
Payton covered a wide variety of topics from his coaching experience to his personal life.

“Mississippi is a very important place for the Saints, and for football in general,” said Payton. “This state has
produced some of the greatest players in the history of the game: Jerry Rice, Brett Favre and Archie Manning just
to name a few. These men changed the face of the
game and are a part of this state’s rich history.”
Throughout the course of his speech, Payton
emphasized the importance of Mississippi to the Saints
franchise and how responsible the Magnolia State is
for their recent success.
“My first year as head coach of the Saints, we held
our training camp in Mississippi,” said Payton. “There
could not have been a better place to teach and lead
a football team. We received overwhelming support
during our time in this state. Over 20 percent of our
season ticket holders are from Mississippi, so we think
very highly of this great place.”
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GED: Embracing Changes

Testing revision
The GED test has undergone several changes recently,
including some major ones that began in January of this
year. The JCJC Adult Basic Education/GED department
has risen to meet these new challenges, having 567 people
eligible to participate in GED graduation in July.
“Where there’s challenge, there’s opportunity,” said
ABE/GED director Jennifer Griffith.
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A big change to the GED test is the move from a
paper-pencil format to a computer-only format. The fee
to take the test has risen from $40 to $120, and practice tests, which once were free, now cost $6 each.

Another change to the GED test is that it was purchased by Pearson VUE, which required the test to not only be
administered by computer, but also to fit approved Pearson lab standards.

“On January 1, we were ready to go because (Workforce Development Coordinator) Kelly Robinson already had the lab
in place and that put us ahead of other colleges,” said Griffith. “It takes months of work to have a lab prepared, and many
colleges did not have an approved Pearson lab in January. Credit goes to Kelly for having the foresight to provide this for
JCJC.”
In January, a new GED test debuted, one that was revamped to make it more comparable to today’s high school subject
matter, factoring in new items such as analytical thinking and computer literacy.
Despite all the changes, Jones has already had many successful completers of the new test.

“I think our teachers have really embraced change and motivated our students to work hard and have confidence that
they can pass it,” said Griffith. “They
meet the students where they are and
build from there. I think that’s why
they’re having success.”

Two of JCJC’s ABE instructors went
above and beyond their normal duties to
help students during Christmas break.
There were many students who had taken
parts of the test in 2013, and if they
didn’t complete it before the end of that
year, would have to start all over with
the new test in January 2014. Jennifer
Hughes and Darlene Ulland volunteered
to work until Dec. 31, providing many
testing.
“We had people who had driven from
all over to take their tests here to get
those last points,” said Griffith. “(Ulland
and Hughes) worked hard and gave up
their personal time because that’s how
much they care. I’m very proud of them.”
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County Learning Centers
After opening the doors to the first of JCJC’s Learning
Centers more than two years ago, Greene County’s
citizens are discovering the many education and economic
opportunities associated with the center located in
Leakesville.
Each semester the number of people taking college
credit courses continues to increase. Basic college
courses like college algebra, intermediate algebra,
English composition I and II, western civilization I and
II, psychology, speech, sociology, music appreciation,
computer, welding, pipefitting, electronics and an OSHA
program are offered in Leakesville. GED and Adult Basic
Education classes are also offered.
“The Center is doing exceptionally well with 1,519
students enrolled in classes since January 2012,” said Clint
James, center director. “I’m glad to be a part of a vehicle
that helps so many people get the education or skilled
training they’ve wanted and needed to be more successful.
We are able to help grow the economy as a result, as area
students continue to improve their skills.”
As Greene County’s niche program, a second pipefitting
class, was recently added to help meet the demands from
industry in the region. A new program, ship fitting, will be
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offered in Greene County in the near future at the request
of the maritime industry.
Jasper County’s Learning Center has been operating
in office space donated downtown since January 2008.
However, the need to expand was quickly realized when
the JCLC had an 18 percent increase in enrollment in
the first year of operation. With the construction of a
new facility off of Highway 15 North, educational and
economic opportunities for Jasper County’s citizens will
soon be able to meet the growing demand for higher
education in the county.
The new approximately 18,000 square foot center
will continue to offer college courses, as well as noncredit classes. The new Jasper County Center is being
constructed on an eight-acre site in two phases with
machine and petroleum labs, classrooms and instructional
areas.
From a regional standpoint, the largest sectors for
projected job growth in the state are in constructionrelated jobs, as well as manufacturing. Jones plans on
supporting the economic development needs of the state
and our region by providing students with the skills to
enter the workforce.
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“One of the biggest hurdles students, parents,
counselors and educators need to overcome is the stigma
attached to skilled labor employment,” said Finée Ruffin,
JCJC vice president of marketing. “Skilled labor is what
our local economies need to develop sustainable growth
in the region we serve. A graduate equipped with a twoyear degree in a skilled trade will often times have more
opportunities for employment available in the workforce
than those graduating with a four year degree without
skills training.”

“It’s a one-of-a-kind facility and the first of its type
in Mississippi,” said Troy Smith, a Clarke County
supervisor.

The Wayne County Center opened fall 2013 and is
providing college courses, adult basic learning programs
and some workforce development classes, as well as LPN
courses and classes utilizing the industrial and welding
training labs.

Mickey Long, president of the Clarke County Board of
Supervisors, saw an added benefit to the new program.

The Wayne County Board of Supervisors and the
Wayne County School Board, together with the help of
JCJC and a $1.5 million in federal grant money from the
U.S. Department of Commerce’s Economic Development
Administration, ensured the project’s success.
“We are so excited to be here because this is a perfect
example of community building,” said JCJC president Dr.
Jesse Smith.
Former District 3 school board member, business
entrepreneur, justice court judge and
JCJC alumnus, Charles Chapman, was
at the ground breaking in 2011 and
felt it was important to be at the grand
opening. Chapman believes this center
is a needed blessing to the county.
“I feel the impact from the vision
for this facility of JCJC’s will affect the
county’s workforce, health care and
economy,” Chapman explained. “It’s
a great opportunity for hard working
people who need opportunities.”
Clarke County citizens are eagerly
awaiting the opening of their new
center in Stonewall, which is expected
in 2015. The facility will have two
buildings with more 15,422 square feet
to house six classrooms, a computer
lab, welding lab, petroleum tech
instruction lab and offices. A separate
field training facility for the petroleum
program will offer students hands on
training on an oil derrick.

He noted that the oil and gas industry is the largest
employer in Clarke County.

“A lot of people work off shore and this new
petroleum technology program will get students certified,
without job experience to begin an entry level job with a
starting salary of $50,000,” he said.

“This specialized training will keep more people
here at home,” he said. “However, the JCJC Center will
accommodate the educational needs of all our children.
This partnership with JCJC will help our citizens be more
employable, close to home.”

The Center in Stonewall will offer college credit
courses like algebra and English composition I, as well
as GED and Adult Basic Education classes, welding,
petroleum technology and work force training in the
oil and gas industry. Training will be offered in the
maintenance and operations of generators, pumps, valves,
and drilling functions for the oil industry.
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2014aTIMELINE
ontest or competition
August 19th – 1st Day of School

SEPTEMBER

participate at a three day conference
of professional development and
entertainment with other Lamplighters
chosen from across the state.

January 22nd – DECA Competition

NOVEMBER

November 3rd – Women’s Soccer, wins Soccer
State/Region 23
November 8th – Fine Arts presents Java and
Jazz, a musical journey of tunes from
the 20’s to present at the ATC Advanced
Technology Center.
September 23rd –The ribbon cutting for the
long anticipated entrance to the college
on Highway 590 in Ellisville celebrated a
new way to travel into the college and the
city of Ellisville. The MDOT began the
$12 million dollar project two years ago
to extend Highway 590 making it easier
for motorists and trucks to travel in and
around Jones County.

November 9th – Football finishes as State
Runner-up

specially in sports.
Someone who fightsDECEMBER
or speaks publicly
OCTOBER
n support
of a
person, belief,

November 19th – Wayne County Learning
Center ribbon cutting

October 16th – Groundbreaking at Clarke
County Learning Center

October 17th – Football, wins South Division

January 29th & 30th – Winter Storm, Campus
Closed Freezing temperatures along
with mixed precipitation of snow and
ice, precipitated the closing of schools
throughout the South. The JCJC campus
was closed January 29th and 30th.

FEBRUARY

February 7th – FBLS Southern District
Championships

December 12th – JCJC faculty and staff
donated to provide six large bags of toys to
assist the Salvation Army in its Christmas
Angel Tree program.

JANUARY

October 25th – Faculty members, Jessica
Bunch (Math), and Marsha Sanders,
(Pharmacy Technology) were honored
as Jones County Junior College’s
Lamplighters. This distinction is a reward
for the best community/junior college
faculty members statewide. Honorees

ause, etc.
Someone or
omething that has won
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January 15th – David Thornton named head
football coach.

February 11th – Mississippi’s Adjutant
General, Major General Augustus Collins
spoke at the Black History Celebration,
“Moving Forward One Step at a Time.”
Special musical guests were the Laurel High
School Gospel Choir. The event was held
in the JCJC Fine Arts Auditorium.

MARCH
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JUNE
Someone who fig
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belief, cause, etc.
to the Region 23 Golf Tournament.

May 4th – Softball, wins state championship

May 10th – Baseball, wins state championship

March 6th – Capital Day
March 8th – Men’s Basketball, wins Region
23
March 22nd – Men’s Basketball, wins NJCAA,
Division I Championship

APRIL

to a shot gun start and ended with one
participant attempting a hole in one shot
opportunity for a million dollars at Dixie
Golf Club in Laurel
April 17 – JCJC Gardening Symposium
featured some of the “freshest” speakers in
the Horticulture field. Informative sessions
were offered along with lunch prepared
and served by JCJC Culinary Arts.
th

Sophomore Art Show
April 26th – Women’s Tennis, wins Region 23

May 10th – Softball, wins Region 23

May 16th – Graduation Olympic medalist
Ralph shared his secrets to success in
his keynote address to a crowed Bobcat
Gymnasium of spring graduates, friends
and family. A laurel native, Boston broke
Jesse Owens’ world record distance in the
long jump and won the gold medal in that
sport at the 1960 Rome Summer Olympics.
May 17th – Softball, wins state championship
May 18th – Baseball, wins Region 23

April 2nd – Secretary of State Delbert
Hoseman threw out the first pitch in a
doubleheader baseball game at Community
Bank Park. The JCJC men’s national
championship team was honored prior to
the game.
April 9th – The Fifteenth Annual Alumni
Association Golf Tournament got off

MAY

May 2nd – Rahim Lockhart is hired as head
basketball coach. He comes to JCJC from
Madison Central where he led the Jaguars
to the 6A North State title in 2013 and
2014 and the 6A finals in 2013.
May 3-4 – Golf Team advances as qualifiers

June 2nd - June 9th – Kid’s College First
through six graders attended Jones County
Junior College’s week long Kids’ College.
Campers experienced courses that included;
Entomology: Creepy-Crawlies and HeebieJeebies, Kids’ Cuisine, Zoology, Art,
Physical Education, and Physical Science/
Exploring the World Around Us.
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of Trustees
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Mr. William C. Boone Clarke County
Mrs. Carolyn Smith Clarke County
Mr. David Huff Greene County
Mr. Richard Fleming Superintendent of Education - Greene County
Mr. Cliff Kelly Covington County
Mr. Clay Anglin Superintendent of Education - Covington County
Mr. Zach Buckley Jasper County
Mr. Bennie Hales Jasper County
Mr. Charles Ray Ashley Jones County
Mr. Lynn Buckhaults Jones County
Mr. Stacy Comegys Jones County

Mrs. Ann Tucker Jones County
Mr. Albert Short Jones County
Mr. Tommy Parker Superintendent of Education - Jones County
Mr. Dan Ready Perry County
Dr. Scott Dearman Superintendent of Education – Perry County
Mr. David Garner Smith County, Chairman
Mr. Nick Hillman Superintendent of Education - Smith County
Mr. Mike Evans Wayne County
Mr. Ben Graves Superintendent of Education - Wayne County
Mr. Robert Sullivan Board Attorney
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specially in sports.
Someone who fights
or speaks publicly in
CLARKE COUNTY
Darrick Marshall
Cleveland Peebles
Troy Smith
Paul Mosley
Mickey Long

GREENE COUNTY
G. L. Dearman
William (Morris) Hill
Vince West
Wayne Barrow
Harold Cook

JONES COUNTY
Johnny Burnett
Danny Spradley
Barry Saul
Andy Dial
Jerome Wyatt

SMITH COUNTY
Kenny Cain
Dwight Norris
Benji Ford
Danny Arender
Howard Hammons

COVINGTON COUNTY
Mason Stringer
John Holifield
Jimmy White
Guy Easterling
Donnie Barnes

JASPER COUNTY
Eddie Helms
Sandy Stephens
Doug Rogers
Johnny Rowell
Curtis Gray, Sr.

PERRY COUNTY
Bobby Ray Bolton
Kevin Shows
Tommy Walley
Mitchell Hinton
Lanny Mixon

WAYNE COUNTY
Clyde Revette
Joe Dyess
Jerry Hutto
Ed Pitts
Gaston Hutcherson
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Executive Cabinet
Dr. Jesse Smith
President

John Carter
Assistant to the President

Gwen Magee
Assistant to the President

Casey Mercier
Vice President of Technology (not pictured)

Caroline Ramagos
Vice President of Advancement

Finee Ruffin
Vice President of Marketing and Recruiting

Ed Smith
Vice President of Student Affairs

Dr. Laverne Ulmer
Vice President of Instruction
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Jim Walley

STATE APPROPRIATIONS

OTHER STATE

FEDERAL

Vice President of External Affairs

COUNTY

STUDENT FEES

SALES, SERVICE, OTHER

Rick Youngblood
Vice President of Business Affairs

7%

40%

34%

2014 BUDGET

7%

10%

2%

FY 2014 REVENUE BY SOURCE
STATE APPROPRIATIONS

OTHER STATE

FEDERAL

COUNTY

STUDENT FEES

SALES, SERVICE, OTHER

7%
40%

34%

Instruction

Instructional Support

Institutional Support

Physical Plant

Student Services

12%

15%

51%

7%

18%

10%

4%

2%

FY 2014 EXPENDITURE BY FUNCTION
Instruction

Instructional Support

Institutional Support

Physical Plant

Student Services
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