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Jones College has once again experienced another year of Inspiring  
Greatness through student honors, faculty accomplishments, alumni 
relationships, and leadership plans for the future.  

Our rich history of success centers around growth in the life of 
each student. This year we have seen student groups honored 
for their efforts at nationally competitive levels. For the first time 
in our history students from our Journalism and Engineering and 
Design Technology programs have earned top national awards. The 
accomplishments of these two distinct fields of study, a traditionally 
historic college major and a relatively new field of study, inspire us 
to offer programs that are relevant and essential to prepare our 
students for the future.     

Jones College has always focused on teaching the ideals of a 
democratic society through a liberal arts education core. This 
foundational pillar of our mission requires us to ensure that 
students actually learn, and not just be taught. Inherent in this is the 
acquisition of complex problem-solving skills, critical thinking skills, 
creativity, collaboration, and digital literacy. In a fast-paced world, 
marked by the continuous disruption in education and the workforce, 
no single skillset is sufficient to assure students a lifetime of success.

Klaus Schwab, Founder and Executive Chair of the World Economic 
Forum, described the Fourth Industrial Revolution as “marked by the 
merging of the most advanced technology with human lives, marked 
by a staggering rate of change and growth.” The theories detailed 
in The Fourth Industrial Revolution challenge us as an educational 
institution to empower our students with vital technologies and skills. 
At Jones College, we recognize there is a gap between student access 
to technology literacy and personal skill sets that will be required in 
future labor forces. Our commitment to our students is to respond 
to the demand for a modern path to success.

Maintaining the principles of success while addressing the need for 
growth and change is not always comfortable in the established patterns in education. Classroom changes are needed to reach a generation of students who 
learn best through technology, innovative teaching methods, and an inviting and informative campus setting. Business and industry partners are becoming 
fully integrated into the learning environment to help teach the required knowledge and skills necessary to be successful in the workforce. Students who leave 
Jones, inspired, educated, and skilled, will help create communities that thrive.

Looking to the future would not be possible without recognizing the greatness of the present.  I am so proud of the Jones College faculty, advisors, and 
coaches who have inspired all of these students to greatness; but, above all, we at Jones are proud of our students, whom we count on to make a profound 
difference in our world.  

Jones College will continue to offer our communities new skills, individual growth, and opportunities for success while also offering the foundations of a 
democratic society. In order to ensure the longevity and success of all those to follow, we will move to adapt to an ever-changing educational environment.  
I ask for your support as we invest in discovery and innovation to tackle our world’s biggest challenges. 

All the Best,

Jesse R. Smith, Ph.D.

President’s Letter
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District County Board of Supervisors

FY2019 EXPENDITURE BY FUNCTION
AREA AMOUNT 
INSTRUCTION $16,393,645 
INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT $963,975 
STUDENT SERVICES $2,562,378 
ATHLETICS $2,453,751 
INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT $7,110,461 
PHYSICAL PLANT $4,553,650 
REMISSION OF FEES $4,200,000 
TOTAL EXPENSES $38,237,869 

FY2019 REVENUE BY SOURCE
AREA AMOUNT
STUDENT FEES $14,700,000 
COUNTY SUPPORT $2,898,204 
STATE APPROPRIATIONS $15,774,052 
OTHER STATE SUPPORT $1,953,150 
SALES AND SERVICE $1,482,125 
AUXILIARY TRANSFER $2,100,000 
TOTAL BUDGET $38,907,531 

CLARKE COUNTY
Lorenzo Carter
Mickey Long
Darrick Marshall
Paul Mosley
Troy Smith

GREENE COUNTY
Wayne Barrow
Harold Cook
G. L. Dearman
William (Morris) Hill
Jerry Mills

JONES COUNTY 
Johnny Burnett
Barry Saul
David Scruggs
Danny Spradley
Jerome Wyatt

SMITH COUNTY 
Danny Arender
Kenny Cain
Benji Ford
Howard Hammons
Dwight Norris

COVINGTON COUNTY 
Sterling Craft
Guy Easterling
John Holifield
Arthur Keys
Jimmy White

JASPER COUNTY 
Curtis Gray, Sr.
Eddie Helms
Doug Rogers
Johnny Rowell
Sandy Stephens

PERRY COUNTY 
Bobby Ray Bolton
Mitchell Hinton
Kevin Shows
Tommy Walley
Marc Williams

WAYNE COUNTY 
Joe Dyess
Gaston Hutcherson
Jerry Hutto
David Mills
Tommy Roberts, Sr.

The 2018-2019 fiscal year was very similar to those of recent years. On the revenue side, tuition and fees remained the same, and the 
college did not see large swings in any revenue category. The college’s auxiliary enterprises contribute significantly to the operational 
bottom line. On the expenditure side, the college was able to give a 2% across-the-board raise. The growth of dual credit enrollment, while 
very positive for high school juniors and seniors, required budget adjustments and the formulation of a new financial model. Due to careful 
management, FY 2019 was a solid financial year for the college. Jones College is prepared to adapt as the market for students continues to 
tighten and the utility of a two-year degree evolves.

Budget

SMART
FUNDING

PAGE 2



Jones College

Executive Cabinet

SkillsUSA National Championship ...............................................4
Graduation ................................................................................................. 6
Homecoming ............................................................................................. 8
Foundation ............................................................................................... 10
Honor Alumni ........................................................................................... 11
Sports Hall of Fame ............................................................................ 12
Athletics ......................................................................................................13

Faculty Excellence .................................................................................16
Student Achievement .........................................................................18
Fine Arts ....................................................................................................24  
Dual Enrollment ....................................................................................26
Retirement Tea ......................................................................................27
Student Experiences ..........................................................................28
Capitol Day ..............................................................................................32

PERRY COUNTY 
Bobby Ray Bolton
Mitchell Hinton
Kevin Shows
Tommy Walley
Marc Williams

WAYNE COUNTY 
Joe Dyess
Gaston Hutcherson
Jerry Hutto
David Mills
Tommy Roberts, Sr.

Dr. Jesse Smith, President

Rick Youngblood, 
Executive Vice President
Chief Financial Officer,  

Interim Chief Academic Officer

Gwen Magee, 
Executive Vice President

Chief Student Affairs Officer

Finee Ruffin,  
Executive Vice President
Chief Marketing Officer, 

Information Officer,  
Enrollment Management Officer

`

TABLE OF CONTENTS

PAGE 3



PRODUCING
NATIONAL CHAMPIONS

STEP 1 STEP 2 STEP 3 STEP 4

PAGE 4



Jones SkillsUSA students earn gold medals
Three Jones College students became gold medalists after winning first place in the Engineering Design and 

Technology category at the National SkillsUSA competition in Louisville, Kentucky.  C.J. Hoodless of Ellisville, Preston 
Hammonds of Leakesville, and Lakelin Smith of Lucedale secured a “poor man’s” patent for production on their 
“Standi-Strap” after winning the state competition in April. Now, it’s even more likely the gold medalists will see their 
creation on the shelves after beating the five competitor teams from Texas, Louisiana, North Carolina, Tennessee 
and Georgia.

As avid musicians, this year’s team was inspired to create a guitar strap and stand, proving that, like last year, 
Jones students were the team to beat in this newly introduced competition category. They put in many hours and 
days preparing and researching for this competition to create a useful, affordable product.

Initially, Hammonds, Hoodless and Smith designed their unique product for the newly introduced category in 
the SkillsUSA state competition. In 2018 Jones won the first year of the state competition with the invention of a 
manual trash-compactor that earned seventh-place honors at the national SkillsUSA competition.

The 2019 team kept the winning streak alive by capturing first place in the Engineering Design and 
Technology category at the SkillsUSA state competition. To attend nationals, the Jones College students had 
to earn a judge’s score of 70 percent or above in addition to winning first place at state. Their invention also 
had to pass inspection with industry leaders. This year’s team earned an impressive 80 percent at the state 
competition, and the three-man team scored 90.5 percent at the national competition.

All three students are majoring in CAD-Engineering Technology taught by Karen Kirk. Hammonds will 
continue in this field and plans to major in mechanical engineering at Mississippi State University after 
graduation next May. Civil Engineering Instructor Ryan Hearn coached the students through the product 
development and competition, using engineering processes while applying the technical skills taught by Kirk.

The guitar strap/stand is made of three-inch wide by four-inch long squares, printed on a 3D printer. It 
is linked together by a piece of nylon with leather strap bindings to attach to the guitar. To switch from a 
strap to a stand, an aluminum rod is inserted through the squares and attached to the base stand, also 
made from the 3D printer. The squares can be customized with logos and colors. The links on the strap 
can be removed, or more can be added.

The national, award-winning team members received gold medals, a voucher for free 3D software 
and an Amazon gift card. The freshmen team hopes to return to the SkillsUSA competition next spring 

with another product to defend their national title. For now, according 
to the students, receiving national recognition for their invention is 
priceless.

Also competing nationally were, Savannah Holifield of Soso, who 
earned 10th place in Architectural Drafting; Joseph Blake Pryor of 
Laurel, who landed 11th place in Extemporaneous Speaking; and 
Daniel Patterson of Sumrall, who earned 6th place honors in 
Automotive. The SkillsUSA National Competition was held June 
24 through 28, giving hundreds of student competitors real-world 
experience and recognition for their skills.

PRODUCING
NATIONAL CHAMPIONS

STEP 5
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Graduation ceremonies on 
campus are a time of celebration 
and recognition of both student 
and faculty achievement. 
Associate in Arts degrees, 
Associate in Applied Science 
degrees, Technical Certificates 
and Career Certificates were 
awarded at two graduation 
ceremonies in May. Almost 700 
graduates walked across the 
stage as part of the graduation 
ceremony. Shad White, Auditor 
for the State of Mississippi, was 
the keynote speaker at both 
the morning and afternoon 
ceremonies. The 42nd State 
Auditor urged Jones graduates to 
“own” their destiny.

Shad White, State of Mississippi, Auditor

INSPIRING
GRADUATES

PAGE 6



the 

Numbers 

1,495
Degrees awarDeD to 

1,236
stuDents 

F A L L  2 0 1 8 

success rate 

retention rate

total enrollment
        unDuplicateD

total creDit hours 

persistence rate 
       spring ‘18-Fall ‘18 

87.57%

83.33%

4,712

64,838

58.28%

s P r I N G  2 0 1 9

success rate 

retention rate

total enrollment
        unDuplicateD

total creDit hours 

persistence rate 
       spring ‘18-Fall ‘18 

88.19%

83.46%

4,051

52,089

69.79%

T u I T I O N 
C O m P A r I s O N

N O N - C r e D I T 
e N r O L L m e N T
NoN -DuplicateD

18,704
DuplicateD

62,354
C r e D I T

e N r O L L m e N T

Fall 2018 SpriNg 2019

3,063 1,649
full-time part-time

2,428 1,623
full-time part-time

Cost is estimated per semester. William Carey tuition cost is estimated 
per 15 hour trimester. 
Note: Data provided reflects the Jones College tuition price accurate as 
of the Spring 2019 semester. Tuition comparison for other schools was 
gathered from their official institutional websites.

the 

Numbers 

1,495
Degrees awarDeD to 

1,236
stuDents 

F A L L  2 0 1 8 

success rate 

retention rate

total enrollment
        unDuplicateD

total creDit hours 

persistence rate 
       spring ‘18-Fall ‘18 

87.57%

83.33%

4,712

64,838

58.28%

s P r I N G  2 0 1 9

success rate 

retention rate

total enrollment
        unDuplicateD

total creDit hours 

persistence rate 
       spring ‘18-Fall ‘18 

88.19%

83.46%

4,051

52,089

69.79%

T u I T I O N 
C O m P A r I s O N

N O N - C r e D I T 
e N r O L L m e N T
NoN -DuplicateD

18,704
DuplicateD

62,354
1 5 +  H O u r s

e N r O L L m e N T

Fall 2018 SpriNg 2019

3,063 1,649
full-time part-time

2,428 1,623
full-time part-time

Cost is estimated per semester. William Carey tuition cost is estimated 
per 15 hour trimester. 
Note: Data provided reflects the Jones College tuition price accurate as 
of the Spring 2019 semester. Tuition comparison for other schools was 
gathered from their official institutional websites.



What could be better than a 
weekend filled with friends, memories, 
pep rallies, music, football and 
topped off with a parade? All of 
that and more were wrapped into a 
late October Homecoming weekend, 
entitled “Inspiring Bobcats Through 
the Ages.” A pre-parade Alumni and 
Friends Brunch was hosted by Dr. 
and Mrs. Jesse Smith in the Terrell 
Tisdale Library, coordinated by the 
college’s horticulture and culinary 
arts programs. Reunions kicked 
off on Friday night for the classes 
of 1955 and 1968, hosted by the 
Alumni Association in venues across 
campus. Football teams from 1955, 
1968, 1983 and 1998 assembled to 
reminisce about their gridiron days at 
historic Bobcat Field. The 2018 NJCAA 
Division 2 National Championship 
softball team served as parade marshalls. Cars and floats, in traditional Homecoming style, wound through campus and the streets of 
Ellisville to the beat of the Maroon Typhoon Band.

Former classmates and teammates took advantage of the weekend to reconnect through their memories at Jones and admire the 
transition of the beautiful campus and facilities. Young and old, faculty and students, Bobcats and even opposing team Wolves, enjoyed 
the festive maroon and gold theme that permeated all the festivities of the day. Culminating in a football victory over Co-Lin, the 
events of the day were a reminder once again of the greatness inspired by Bobcats through the ages.

Homecoming

HOSTING
CAMPUS EVENTS

1998 Football Team 1983 Football Team 1968 JCJC Class

Reunions
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CAMPUS EVENTS

1968 Football Team 1955 JCJC Class 1955 Football Team
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Legacy of four community leaders celebrated
Community legends who provided significant contributions and leadership to Jones College were honored in a Legacy Tree Dedication 

Ceremony in front of Jones Hall. The lives of Harry Bush of Laurel, Julius “Judy” King of Heidelberg and Vic West of Wayne County and Laurel 
were celebrated.

Also honored was Judge Charles W. Pickering, of Hebron, who attended the ceremony surrounded by his wife, children and grandchildren. 
Located in the heart of campus, four live oak trees display the new bronze plaques, serving as a reminder of the lasting legacy each of these 
individuals embody at Jones. The first legacy tree plaque was placed on campus in 2016 in memory of former Ellisville mayor, Dick Anderson.

1988 – 2019
2018-2019

$392,685 

scholarships awarded  540
FOUNDATION FACTS

$725  averagestudent 
scholarships  
provided

  

scholarship award

FOUNDATION
JONES COLLEGE
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1988 – 2019

Dennis Bohannon, Paul Culliver and Clyde Dease Jr. 

Three alumni, Dennis Bohannon of Laurel; Paul Culliver of The Woodlands, Texas, and formerly of Raleigh; and Clyde Dease Jr. of Picayune 
and formerly of Ellisville, were honored during Homecoming festivities. Dr. Jesse Smith commended the group’s successes, pointing out that 
each honoree faced unique and challenging circumstances to get to Jones, yet each excelled in life and went on to make the world a better 
place. 

After graduating from Roosevelt High School in 1969, Clyde Dease Jr. continued his education at Jones and earned a bachelor’s of science 
degree in biology with certifications in chemistry, physics, instrumentation and biochemistry at USM. Dease served as chair of the science 
department at Picayune High School before becoming a member of the NASA leadership team as a satellite and rocket scientist and a part of 
the leadership team at Stennis Space Center. He also served as lead within the Center Operations Directorate at the Stennis Center.  

After 35 years working at NASA in various leadership roles, Dease retired on the Gulf Coast, and is the President of the Lower Pearl River 
Valley Foundation that seeks to build stronger communities by improving health, education, social, and economic vitality.

Honor Alumnus, Paul Culliver left his hometown of Raleigh shortly after earning his associate’s degree in construction engineering from 
Jones. The All-Conference and MVP football and track star moved to Texas and started the first of several oilfield service companies at the 
age of twenty-three. Two years later, Culliver became operations manager of Triad Drilling and Supply, Geosouthern Energy Corporation, 
and USX Exploration. The independent real estate, timber, and healthcare industry businessman always kept in touch with Mississippi. In his 
hometown of Raleigh, he served as an officer and director of a retirement center. Culliver has held several positions on the Jones College 
Foundation Board of Directors, including vice-president and as a member of the Finance  and Investment Committee.

Laurel’s Dennis Bohannon, or “coach” as many know him, retired from West Jones after teaching for more than 26 years. He spent several 
years teaching ACT Math at Wayne County High School before fully enjoying retirement. As a coach, the highlight of his career was coaching 
the South Team for the Mississippi Association of Coaches’ Girls Soccer All-Star Team in 2004.

The Northeast Jones graduate came to Jones in 1974 to play football and baseball. After lettering in both sports, he pursued his B.S.B.A. 
in accounting at USM. His math skills were always a benefit in his parents’ business, the Popcorn Place, in Laurel’s Sawmill Square Mall. 

Bohannon returned to Jones in 1985 to be a part of the 
football radio broadcast crew. He remained the 

color commentator for 15 years.

While Bohannon has served the 
community in numerous ways, some 
of his most important work has been 
as a member of the Oakland Grove 

Baptist Church in Laurel, 
serving as Sunday School 
Director and sound 
system director since 
1984 and as treasurer 

for twenty years.  
Bohannon has 
served as a Gideon 
and is most proud 
to have earned the 
Boy Scouts “God and 

Country” medal.

Honor Alumni Inspire Greatness

LASTING
RELATIONSHIPS
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Dr. Jesse Smith, Dr. H. Greggory Jefcoat, Joey Davis, Mike Hamburg (McArthur Hamburg’s Nephew), Larry Skelton (McArthur Hamburg’s teammate), Joel Cain  

Dr. H. Greggory Jefcoat played football at West Jones High School 
before playing offensive guard for the Bobcats in 1976-77 under head 
coach Sim Cooley. He helped Jones to an 8-2 record in 1976 and a 
10-2 mark in 1977. The 1977 Bobcats were the first Jones team to 
win 10 games and compete in the Junior Rose Bowl in Pasadena, 
California.

As a team captain, first-team All-American and a first-team All-
State performer, Jefcoat signed with Ole Miss and was a first-team 
All-SEC linemen for the Rebels in 1979. Jefcoat was also the Clower-
Walters Award recipient as the Outstanding Senior Football Player at 
Ole Miss following the 1979 season. He signed a free agent contract 
with the Buffalo Bills in 1980.

Jefcoat coached at South Jones High School and East Central 
Community College before leaving the game and becoming Itawamba 
Community College’s director of admissions for many years.

 He received his doctorate degree from Ole Miss in 1991 and served 
as president of the Mississippi Association of College Registrars and 
Admissions Office (MACRAO) in 2002-03. Jefcoat and his wife Cathi 
have two sons, Beau and Bret, and two grandsons, Spencer Jefcoat 
and Jeremiah Thomas Jefcoat.

McArthur Hamburg was playing football at Enterprise High School 
when he received the Billy Haywood Award, the highest honor given 
to an athlete who exemplified both athleticism and outstanding 
character. Despite committing to Memphis State University, he 
decided to attend Jones first and played for head coach Sim Cooley’s 
Bobcats in 1963-64.

The Bobcats were 7-3 in 1963 and 9-1 in 1964 to win the first state 
championship under Coach Cooley. Hamburg was an All-State lineman 
in 1964, a member of the J-Club and Art Club, and he received a 
football scholarship to Louisiana College.

After playing football, Hamburg enlisted in the United States Marine 
Corps, trained at Camp LeJeune (North Carolina) and was sent to 
Vietnam. On March 18, 1968, Lance Corporal Hamburg was involved 
in a fierce 12-hour battle in the Quang Tri Province of South Vietnam. 
He was among 17 who lost their lives in service that day.

Hamburg was awarded the National Defense Medal, the Infantry 
Combat Badge, Vietnam Campaign Medal, Vietnam Square Medal, 
and the Purple Heart for his courageous actions that day.

Joey Davis began his athletic trainer career at R.H. Watkins High 
School in Laurel in 1976 and graduated from Laurel in 1979. He 
continued as a trainer while taking classes at Jones. He was part of 
the 1979 state championship football team, receiving the Reed Green 
Scholarship at Southern Miss in 1983 before becoming the head 
athletic student trainer. He served as a student trainer at the Senior 
Bowl in Mobile, Alabama, in 1984-85. He received his bachelor’s 
degree and his master’s degree in history from Southern Miss.

Starting in 1985, Davis was the head athletic trainer for all 
sports while also teaching western civilization, athletic training 
and weightlifting. He retired as an athletic trainer after the 2008 
season but continued as a faculty member. Davis was elected to the 
Mississippi Athletic Trainers Hall of Fame and was named the Social 
Science Scholar of the Year in 2014. He was a Faculty of the Year 
nominee in 2001 and honored as a “Lamplighter” in 2013. Davis was 
named the Mississippi Athletic Trainer of the Year in 1998. He was a 
part of the 1998 and 2001 state championship football teams and the 
2002 state championship baseball team for Jones. 

The Jones County native has been involved in numerous activities 
on campus and in the Jones County community for over 30 years. 
Davis has three children, Brad Davis, Haley Easterling (Koby), and Allie 
Davis.

Three inducted into the Jones Sports Hall of Fame
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Mississippi Bowl XI Champions

Football accomplishes on and off the field

HONORING
ATHLETICS

Athletic accomplishments are celebrated with emotion and pride throughout the Bobcat Nation. Building on a reputation as one of the top 
community college athletic programs in Mississippi, Jones College coaches and staff embrace their roles, not only as trainers, teachers and 
winners of games, but also as mentors, molding and developing athletes with strong foundations both on and off the field. 

On a very cold, breezy afternoon, with stands full of fans bundled in coats and blankets, the 4th ranked Bobcat football team played the 
East Mississippi Lions in the MACJC championship game. After a hard-fought game at Sim Cooley Field, East Mississippi came out the winner 
with a 19-14 win over the Bobcats.  However, this was not a season ender for the talented team that finished 9-2 for the season. For the 
first time since 2004, the No. 5 ranked Jones College Bobcats were offered a bowl game invitation to Mississippi Bowl XI at May Stadium, 
Mississippi Gulf Coast College in Perkinston. The Bobcats defeated the Eastern Arizona College Gila Monsters 27-7 on December 2nd. The 
bowl game win culminated the Bobcat football season on a positive note and with an impressive 10-win season.

Off the field, as players and coaches transitioned back to “normal” campus life after the season, the awards and accolades continued. 
Running back Kalyn Grandberry and safety Fred Peters were named NJCAA first team all Americans. The Bobcat football team distinguished 
itself as the NJCAA Football Academic Team of the Year with a 3.14 GPA – the highest GPA for any NJCAA football team in the past year. 
Sixteen football players signed with senior colleges, prepared with a strong foundation from Jones and ready to excel on a new level.

What a season of accomplishment for the Bobcat Football Team. Next football season is just around the corner with the season opener at 
Coahoma on August 29th.
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MACJC Champions

MACJC & Region 23 Champions

MACJC & Region 23 Champions
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Nine Jones athletic 
teams started their 
seasons, planning to 
win, preparing to win and 
expecting to win. The Bobcat 
sports teams achieved their 
winning goals and combined 
for an incredible 200-44-1 year 
– a winning percentage of .818.

Bobcat teams worked hard to 
achieve three MACJC and two Region 23 championships. The Jones 
men’s soccer team made school history by winning the program’s 
first MACJC Championship. Women’s basketball played out an 
exciting run with their third Region 23 Championship and a trip  
to the NJCAA Division I National Tournament. Women’s soccer, 
continuing to make winning a habit, earned a “three-peat,” capturing 
wins in both the state and regional tournaments. Coach Randy 
Bolden’s men’s basketball team made great strides, claiming an 
MACJC co-championship and a top seed at the state 
tournament. Jones finished second in the state in 
football, men’s basketball, and men’s and women’s 
tennis. The Jones softball team won the MACJC 
regular season title, and Chris Kirtland’s baseball team 

finished second in the 
state in the regular season.

Coaches and players 
received accolades for their 

athletic accomplishments. 
Coach Brendan Connolly 

(men’s soccer) and Brooks 
Buffington (tennis) were named 

MACJC Coaches 
of the Year 

while Missy Bilderback (women’s basketball) 
and Dolores Deasley (women’s soccer) were 
recognized with Region 23 Coach of the Year 
awards. Each sports team reaped the 
benefits of winning and saw numerous 
students selected for All-MACJC and 
All-Region 23 Teams as well 
as NCJCAA Division I and 
Division II honors.  

The Bobcat sports teams 
achieved their winning goals  

and combined for an incredible 
200-44-1 year, a winning 

percentage of .818.

PRODUCING
WINNERS
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Humanities Teacher of the Year

Science Department HEADWAE winners

Mississippi Humanities Council Representative Dr. Ronnie Nettles 
presented Jones College music instructor, Dr. Lindsey Keay, as the Jones 
College 2018-19 Mississippi Humanities Teacher of the Year during a special 
presentation at the college. Keay was also honored with the state’s other 
honorees, in April, by the Mississippi Humanities Council in Jackson. 

Dr. Keay’s achievements and responsibilities, in addition to being the 
assistant band director and flute instructor at Jones, include working with 
the Maroon Typhoon, JC Jazz, Concert Band, JC Pep Band, JC Flute Choir, 
JC Percussion Ensemble and teaching music appreciation. She is a member 
of the USM Steel Drum Band and also a member of five symphonies 
located across the South, including the Mississippi Gulf Coast, Meridian, 
Mobile, Tupelo, and Baton Rouge.  Additionally, she was invited to teach 
at a South American masterclass and gave a symphony performance of a 
rarely played piece of music on her piccolo for the first time in Cartagena, 
Colombia, as part of the music festival and clinic at the Unibac. Dr. Keay is 
completing her fifth year at Jones College.

Two highly motivated and hard-working men in the science field were selected to represent Jones College at the Higher Education 
Appreciation Day, Working for Academic Excellence (HEADWAE) representatives. Science instructor Eric Shows of Ellisville and Jones College 
sophomore and pre-med/biology major Shivum Desai from Hattiesburg were selected to represent the college in Jackson during a special day 

of recognition. HEADWAE was established by a Mississippi legislative resolution to honor individual academic achievement 
and the overall contribution of the state’s public and private institutions of higher learning.

Shows has been the Science Division Department Chair for the last five years and has been teaching freshman 
honors biology and microbiology courses for the past nine years at Jones College. The South Jones High School 
graduate earned his Bachelor of Science degree in biochemistry from Mississippi State University and his master’s 

degree in cell and developmental biology from Vanderbilt University. Shows has published 
several reports, abstracts and presentations with his colleagues, including a report 
in Science Magazine. Receiving the HEADWAE honor is extra special for him 
because in 2007 Shows’ sister Natalie and his mother Sandra were the HEADWAE 
representatives.

Student representative Shivum Desai, who maintained a 4.0 GPA, has 
aspirations of being a cardiologist and is the president of Phi Theta 

Kappa. Desai was also chosen as a New Century Scholars/All-State 
Academic First Team member through Phi Theta Kappa and was 

recognized as one of four Coca-Cola Gold Scholars. The local 
PTK chapter also selected Desai for the prestigious Golden 

Key Award. He will attend the University of Mississippi as 
a Lyceum Scholar and plans to continue medical school at 
the University of Mississippi Medical Center.

Dr. Ronnie Nettles, Lindsey Keay, Dr. Jesse Smith

Eric Shows, Shivum Desai

Humanities Teacher of the Year

RECOGNIZING
EMPLOYEES



Humanities Teacher of the Year

Barry Bradshaw, an American patriot

Five new faculty members were welcomed for the Fall 2019 
academic year.  

Joining the Jones family were Ethan Blakeney, Welding; Sara 
Purvis, Associate Degree Nursing; Michelle Bradley, Associate 
Degree Nursing; Stuart Walters, Practical Nursing; and not 
pictured, Dylan Dobbs, Prevention & Care in Athletic Training.

Airplanes and automobiles; red, white, and blue; maroon and gold; 
instructor and soldier; all of these describe Barry Bradshaw, the Division 
Chair of Industrial Services and instructor in the Automotive Technology 
Program at Jones College. 

A new milestone in Bradshaw’s life changed the path of his future. In May 
2018, after graduating from Delta State University with a master’s degree in 
commercial aviation, Bradshaw decided to do something he’s always dreamed 
of doing. On August 29, 2018, Bradshaw enlisted in the Mississippi Air 
National Guard at the age of thirty-six. He reported for basic training in the 
spring and missed most of that academic semester. A confident, leaner, and 
healthier soldier returned to Jones in May of 2019 to wish his students well at 
graduation ceremonies. 

Bradshaw hopes to be commissioned as an officer as part of his military 
career. Being a guardsman allows him to work at Jones full-time and serve 
his country once a month on the weekends and for a couple of weeks of 
annual training in the summer. His goal is to teach at Jones indefinitely until 
his retirement, stating he owes his success in the mechanic’s trade to the 
education that he experienced as a student and instructor at Jones College. 

Bradshaw graduated from Jones College’s Automotive Technology 
program in 2002 and earned a nationally recognized credential as an ASE 
Master Certified Mechanic before becoming an instructor at Jones in 2003. 
He graduated from The University of Southern Mississippi in 2015 with a 
bachelor’s degree in applied technology. Bradshaw will resume teaching full 
time in the fall.

Barry Bradshaw 
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Student newspaper wins national honor
Journalists dream of having their story being picked up by the Associated Press Newswire. Ironically, some journalism students at Jones 

College discovered the national press wire featured their newspaper, 
The Radionian, after it earned a national award. The college’s student 

newspaper advisor Kelly Atwood said she is very proud of her students 
for accomplishing what seemed to be an impossible honor to attain, 
especially since this year was the first year to enter the newspaper 
in the national competition.  Atwood said she and her staff were 

stunned to learn they won the David L. Adams Apple Award at 
the Spring National College Media Convention in New York 

as they were returning to Mississippi.

The Jones newspaper was entered in the best of show 
contest for two-year colleges, which competed against 
institutions including second place winner, Spokane Falls 

Community College and third place winner, Hudson Valley 
Community College. A total of 150 two-year colleges and 
universities attended the New York conference. 

At the state level, the student news publication has 
won twelve consecutive years as the top two-year 

college newspaper. The Radionian received 27 total 
awards and the first place General Excellence 
Award for two-year colleges at the O. C. McDavid 

Journalism Conference. In the 2018-2019 
Better Newspaper Contest, sponsored by the 
Mississippi Press Association, Radionian students 
won eight first place awards in the Student 

Division. Top honors were earned in categories, 
including General News Story, Feature Photo, General 
Interest Column, and Investigative Packages.

Radionian editors: Julia Berry, Py’Necious Cowart, Olivia Ward, Baylee Walter, Alyssa Pearce

The Radionian staff  
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A pinning ceremony is a time-honored tradition in the nursing and emergency 
medical training fields. The pinning ceremony at Jones culminates a journey of 
persistence and hard work. Held prior to the actual graduation ceremony, the 
awarding of pins is often accompanied by a candle-lighting ceremony, held in honor 
of legendary nurse Florence Nightingale, nicknamed the “Lady with the Lamp.” 

At Jones College, the Associate Degree Nursing, Practical Nursing, and 
Emergency Medical Training programs each award professional pins at their 
ceremonies of completion.

After three semesters of classes, 22 students received pins and graduated 
from the Practical Nursing program in August and 30 students in December. The 
Emergency Medical Training instructors presented pins to 18 EMT students in front 
of family and friends at the Ronald E. Whitehead Advanced Technology Center. 

The Associate Degree Nursing Program, with a history of intense, rigorous 
education and clinical training, celebrated 26 students at their pinning ceremony in 
December. Twenty-one students received pins and diplomas in May.  ADN students 
graduate from the two-year program, achieving an Associate Degree in Nursing 
with the opportunity to take the National Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX).

The 138 graduates of Jones College’s High School Equivalency (HSE) program 
were the second group of graduates to earn their HSE with the state’s revised HSE 
curriculum. As of July 2016, the state approved two new HSE tests, the HiSet, High 
School Equivalency Test and the Test of Adult Secondary Completion (TASC) 
in addition to the widely recognized General Education Diploma (GED).  
All three tests lead to earning a High School Equivalency diploma 
that is comprised of new, revised, and more vigorous testing, 
giving graduates an extra reason to celebrate upon completing 
the program. 

Alonso Hernandez was the keynote speaker at the HSE 
ceremony, sharing his path to success through the Mississippi 
Iintegrated Basic Education and Skills Training program. 
Hernandez graduated from Jones with degrees in 
automotive and welding and is currently 
employed as a custom car fabricator. 

HSE graduates who scored the highest 
in each of the eight-county districts 
were awarded scholarships to further 
their education at Jones. Peyton 
Walker of Waynesboro achieved the 
overall top score and was awarded 
an extra $500 scholarship.

 Alonso Hernandez, Peyton Walker

 Meagan McCarty, Erin Knight

CELEBRATING 
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

Pinning ceremonies celebrate tradition 

High School Equivalency graduates excel
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Five sophomores were selected by faculty and 
administrators for the highest honor bestowed upon Jones 
students, being named Tullos Scholars: Madeline Collins, 
Heidelberg; Shivum Desai, Hattiesburg; Anna Catherine 
Hampton, Petal; Je’Shaiah Stephens, Laurel; and Jared 
Woullard, Leakesvile. These students are highly regarded 
for their activities, both inside the classroom and in the 
community. 

 All five Jones students are also members of the 
international honor society Phi Theta Kappa. Each student 
was awarded a medallion and a $1,000 scholarship in honor 
of donors Gene and Nada Tullos.

The late Gene Tullos, a Raleigh native, went to Jones 
on a basketball scholarship before beginning law school. 
Endowing scholarships, like the Tullos Scholarship  
Program, enabled him to give back to the college where  
the foundation began for his successful law career in  
Smith County.

Sophomores selected for Hall of Fame

Tullos Scholars honored

Twenty-eight Jones College sophomores were selected as Hall of Fame finalists after completing an application, listing campus and 
community involvement, volunteer service, leadership positions or offices held, academic honors and a minimum 3.6 GPA. Some of these 
students are athletes and hold jobs in addition to their academic and campus responsibilities. They received special recognition in the college 
yearbook, during graduation, and in various media publications.

Je’Shaiah Stephens, Madeline Collins, Shivum Desai, Anna Catherine Hampton, Jared Woullard

Py’Necious Cowart, Heather Gilkey, Ryne Sasser, Jared Woullard, Mollie Smith, Alli Byrd, Maggie Smith, Mary Helen Sherman, Stephen Martin, Anna Catherine Hampton, Lakelyn Bohannon, Dylan Meeks, Shivum Desai, Madeline 
Collins, Emily Sanders, Camille Hankins, Anna Broome, Emily Youngblood, Mackenzie Jordan, Lakelan Flynt, Jeshaiah Stephens, Tara Williamson, Katelyn Ware (Not pictured: Matthew Sexton, Steven Sasser, Conner Henderson, 
Mieria Marcos, Ariadna Marcos)
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Gold Key Awards
Jones College sophomores 

recently selected Gold Key honorees, 
representing top students in athletics, 
leadership, and merit. Awards were 
presented by Dr. Jesse Smith.

PTK earns state & regional awards
The Rho Sigma chapter of Phi Theta 

Kappa International Honor Society at Jones 
College ended the year with several chapter 
and individual honors. PTK president Shivum 
Desai of Hattiesburg was selected for several 
prestigious individual honors, including the 
Golden Key Award.

One member of every PTK chapter in the 
Mississippi/Louisiana region is recognized 
with the award at the Regional Spring 
Conference. Desai was nominated by advisors 
for his numerous contributions to the chapter 
and college as well as for his academic 
accomplishments. Additionally, he was named 
to the All-Mississippi 1st Team in the Academic 
Team competition and was recognized as one 
of four Coca-Cola Gold scholars. 

Also earning recognition on a statewide 
level were Greene County’s Jared Woullard, 
who earned All-Mississippi 2nd Team Transfer 
Pathway honors and Caleb Brownlee of 
Moselle, who earned All-Mississippi Work 
Pathway 1st Team honors.

The PTK chapter continued its history 
of success and was recognized as a 5-Star 
Chapter based on chapter projects and 
community service.

Dr. Jesse Smith, Shivum Desai

Leadership Gold Key Awards
Jared Woullard
Anna Catherine Hampton 

Merit Gold Key Awards 
Jared Woullard
Emily Youngblood

Athletic Gold Key Awards 
Michael Williams, Rayville
Gracie McClesky (not pictured)
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Jones County EDA and Jones College partner in Initiative

Isaiah Clark, Travis Marshall. Cody Robertson, Kolby Walley, Terence Rivere

Ribbon cuttings signify growth and movement toward the 
future. Business and education leaders gathered at the ribbon 
cutting for the official opening of Jones College’s Mechatronics 
and Robotics lab. The Mechatronics program offers a two year 
degree option. The State Challenge Grant funded the project that 
is located in the Whitehead Advanced Technology Center as part of 
Jones Workforce College.

At the ribbon cutting, Jones College and the Jones County Economic 
Development Authority were recognized as a part of the ACT Work Ready 
Community Certification Initiative. Achieving certified ACT's Work Ready 
Communities status helps job seekers prove career readiness and employers recruit prepared employees. Sandy Holifield, Jones County Director 
of Existing Industry, Workforce Development and Leadership Training; and Greg Butler, Director of Jones College’s Advanced Technology Center 
attended four required academies learning how to earn the ACT WorkKeys National Career Readiness Certificate (WRC) and National Career 
Readiness Certificate (NCRC).        

Additional support for the robotics lab was made available from a partnership formed with Jones by The Economic Development Authority 
of Jones County and PG Technologies, LLC. This partnership helps provide advanced technology training, utilizing the new robotics lab at the 
Whitehead Advanced Technology Center. Jones College has purchased two robotics arms through the PG Technologies’ EDA Funding Support 
grant of more than 62,500 dollars.

The high-tech equipment will be used to train PG Technologies employees. Jones students in the Mechatronics programs, and companies 
that utilize Jones Workforce College training programs.

With high tech courses to 
train students in automation 
and robotics, this lab is the 
only one of its kind in the 

state of Mississippi.
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Foundation for the  
MidSouth awards grant

Haas awards CTE scholarships

The Foundation for the MidSouth awarded a $46,000 
grant to Jones College’s Commercial Truck Driving program. 
This grant helps Jones maintain their fleet of trucks 
in order to provide quality education and training for 
students. There are more than 11,000 driver jobs available 
in the state of Mississippi, according to the Foundation for 
the MidSouth.

Jones now offers commercial truck driving classes at the 
county centers in Bay Springs, Stonewall, Waynesboro, and 
Leakesville, in addition to the main campus in Ellisville.

Five Jones College Precision Manufacturing and Machining students were awarded a $1,000 tuition scholarship as part of a $10,000 grant 
from the Gene Haas Foundation. This is the second year the Gene Haas Foundation, along with Haas and Machine Tools LLC, has donated 
to the program. The partnership that began in 2017 provides many opportunities for Jones College students, including the donation of the 
newest technology to help ensure that Jones College students receive valuable training experience. 

Chase Newcomb, Tanner Bryant, Mason Holifield, Chase Elmore, Hunter Jenkins, Logan Pippen, Hugh Sims, Troy Leiva, Jr., Jason Williams, Christian Daniel, Colton Warden, Emmett Searles, Jose Garcia

Billy Miller, Randall Beets

DEVELOPING
PARTNERSHIPS
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The Fine Arts Division at Jones boasts a long, proud history of performance excellence. Bruce Smith 
builds on that legacy as he takes over as the Director of the Arts. A native of Ellisville and Jones College 
Fine Arts alumnus, he returns “home” with lofty goals to move Jones College Fine Arts department forward 
into a new era of entertainment and technology. Smith hopes to enable Jones students to make an impact 
in the world of entertainment, whether in the performing aspects of entertainment or the technical side of 
the industry. 

After graduating from the University of Mississippi with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Music Education, 
Bruce Smith moved to Nashville to work for Opryland USA and Gaylord Entertainment.  While in Nashville, 
he performed with numerous country music stars, including Reba McEntire, Linda Davis, Gary Morris and 
Lee Ann Womack. His career is highlighted by performances on Broadway in NYC and as Doody in the 
National Tour of the musical hit Grease. He played Jacob Marley in the New York Stage Originals Opera 
Scrooge, and performed in the original musical revue Magic To Do. Smith also traveled and performed with 
Princess Cruises and worked with entertainers from all over the world. In 2017 Smith retired from the stage 

and became a licensed real estate broker in his hometown. Locally, he starred as the character Pharaoh in Laurel Little Theater’s Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat last season.

In his role at Jones, Smith is spearheading significant changes in technology in the M. P. Bush Fine Arts Building with plans to overhaul 
lighting and visual projection. Under his leadership, the lobby of the building has already received a facelift, creating an inviting atmosphere 
that celebrates the history of the Jones College Fine Arts program.

Bruce Smith

Mark Brown

Mark Brown, chair for the Visual Art Department and art instructor, earned top 
honors at two prestigious competitions.  Most recently, the accomplished artist 
received first-place in the sculpture category at Starkville’s Cotton District Juried 
Art Competition and Exhibit for his artwork entitled Figurehead.  In the fall, Brown’s 
work Self-Made Figure, a life-size being, was awarded the first-place award for 
multimedia in the 7th Annual Cedars Juried Art Exhibit and Competition in Jackson. 

The Self-Made Figure was also created from found materials and was assembled 
from found material, held together by its own tension.

ENHANCING
THE ARTS

Figurehead

PAGE 24



PAGE 25



PBL earns trip to national competition
Fourteen Jones College students competed in the Phi Beta Lambda 
business honor society’s state competition at Mississippi University 
for Women in Columbus and came home as winners. Students placed 
first or second in their competitive events, qualifying them for the 
national competition in San Antonio, Texas.

During the three-day state conference, each student competed in 
two business-related events. The events ranged from accounting 
principles and entrepreneurship concepts to computer 
programming and network design. 

In June, twelve Jones College students traveled to the Phi 
Beta Lambda National Conference in San Antonio, Texas, and 
returned with national honors, placing 4th, 7th and 9th in 

competition events.

Mitch Dubose, Tara Williamson, Melissa Hankins, Alyssa Pearce, David Ray, Byron 
Pitman, Zachory Busby, Daniel Easley, Trent Norris, Grant Valverde, Colby Dorsey, 
Owen Cote, Kaleb Ashmore, Stephen Grantham (Not pictured: Tyler Rouse, Dylan 
Meeks, Emily Youngblood)

Haley Smith crowned “Most Beautiful”

Awards Day

Haley Smith of Ellisville was crowned as “Most Beautiful” at the annual Jones College Beauty 
Pageant. The Top Five beauties in the Most Beautiful Pageant are third alternate Holly James; 
first alternate Victoria Strickland; winner Haley Smith; second alternate Rylee Gavin; and fourth 
alternate Grace Freeman.

A COMPETTITVE
SPIRIT

The Jones College Foundation 
hosted its annual Awards Day in 
the M.P. Bush Fine Arts Building. 
During this event, students who 
received Foundation scholarships 
were recognized on stage, 
and some were able to take a 
photo with the donor of their 
scholarship. Pictured are Courtlyn 
Clanton and Kaitlyn Walley.
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Retirees Honored at 
Annual Tea

Administrators and the JC Foundation treated faculty and staff to lunch and a fun employee basketball game while celebrating at the annual 
Employee Appreciation Day. During the presentation of awards for service years, Bonnie Warren was honored for her various roles at the 
college for 40 years. 

Recognition of the 2018-2019 Faculty Member of the Year went to retiring Culinary Arts Instructor, Gloria Newell. Other awards presented 
include The Leadership Award for Administrative Excellence, Bonnie Warren; The Barbara and Gary Sauls Award for Excellence in Teaching 
Humanities, Dana Knight; Grounds, Maintenance, Housekeeping, Transportation and Campus Policeman Employee of the Year Award, Gary 
Russell; Office Staff and Administrative Support Recognition Award, Michelle Gaddy; and Sodexo Award of Excellence, Kathy Conner.

Award recipients received certificates and monetary awards. The Employee Appreciation Day began in 2004, using funds contributed by 
former President of the College Dr. Ronald Whitehead and the Jones College Foundation, Inc.

Eleven employees were honored at the 
annual Retirement Tea in May. These 
employees provided 191 combined years 
of service at Jones, with some having 
additional years of service working 
at other educational institutions. The 
2019 retirees include (“B.J.”) Meche, Rick 
Bedwell, Angela Cooley, Mark Easley, Pat 
McMichael, Gloria Newell, Mickey Ciullo, 
Gerald Griffin Rhonda Farrior and Dianne 
Johnson (not pictured, Mary Kuhn).

Dr. Jesse Smith, Bonnie Warren, Gwen Magee, Matthew Burnham, Joey Emfinger, Gloria Newell, Charlie Garretson.  

A COMPETTITVE
SPIRIT

EMPLOYEE  
APPRECIATION
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Recent renovation projects on campus have been implemented in order to enhance the student experience, provide wayfinding directions for 
visitors and students, and to reinforce the Jones College brand.

New maroon and white banners displaying the college logo and identifying buildings line many of the campus streets and walking paths. To 
further reduce confusion in locating campus buildings and departments, each building has an identifying sign installed in its lawn in a prominent 
area. Each sign states the name of the building and the departments located within it. 

Other changes on campus include a new home for Enrollment Services within the Terrell Tisdale Library. Admissions Counselors have 
relocated as part of a series of improvements designed to simplify the enrollment process and establish a central location. Renovations on 
the first floor have created an easily accessible, welcoming environment for students, from enrollment to graduation with one Admissions 
Counselor. Admissions, Financial Aid, and the Bobcat Brigade student recruiting team are now found in the library building.

In the spring of 2019, construction work began within the Hutcheson-Hubbard Administration Building to update the existing interior and 
reposition key departments for better student access and functionality. The Office of Student Affairs has moved to the first floor and was 
redesigned internally and externally to be more accessible to students and to provide better interdepartmental cohesiveness.

 Exciting changes have been made to the Home and Health Services Building auditorium.  The complete enlargement and renovation of the 
auditorium has increased seating capacity from 207 to 374 people. New restrooms, seating and stage design, along with a state of the art 
audio/video upgrade, have transformed the facility. Jones students can look forward to the benefit of the renovations for many years to come.

ENRICHING 
STUDENT EXPERIENCES
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Administration Building, Student Affairs
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Ole Miss Chancellor Larry Sparks visited the college campus and met with 
administrators and student groups, including Jared Woulard SGA President 
and and Dr. Jesse Smith, President of Jones College. The purpose of visits by 
University presidents is to help build stronger relationships between colleges 
and universities in the state of Mississippi.

University connections

An increasing number of high school juniors and seniors are participating in dual credit programs 
offered in partnership with high schools, community colleges and universities. Dual credit and dual 
enrollment programs are also gaining popularity at Jones College and are available to students in 
Clarke, Covington, Greene, Jasper, Jones, Perry, Smith and Wayne counties.

The benefits of dual credit programs include introducing students to the rigors of college 
coursework earlier, helping students become more prepared for college, providing the opportunity 
for students to graduate from high school with college credits, and reducing the number of credits 
needed to earn a college degree after high school graduation.

Jamie Williams has been serving as the dual credit coordinator at Jones for the last year. Williams 
is a 2012 graduate of Jones College, a 2014 alumna of the University of Southern Mississippi and 
received her master’s degree from the University of Mississippi in 2017. She previously worked 
in Student Affairs at Jones. In her new role, she coordinates with high school administrators, 
counselors, parents, and students to ensure quality dual enrollment and dual credit experiences. 

Hanna Burnette joined the Jones Marketing staff in the spring of 2019 as an external recruiter. 
She travels throughout the eight-county district, offering additional support to high school 
counselors and students for general college enrollment and dual program assistance. Burnette is 
a 2016 graduate of Jones and 2018 graduate of Mississippi State University. She was a member of 
the cheerleader squad at Jones and MSU.

Dual credit, trend of the future 

DUAL ENROLLMENT GROWTH
(duplicated headcounts)
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2
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2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19

Hanna Burnette, Jamie Williams

STRENGTHENING
EDUCATIONAL TIES
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Wansley sweeps CPRAM Sports Writing Awards 

Live on the Road

Jones College’s Sports Information Director Shawn Wansley and Media and Public Relations Director 
Teresa McCreery returned from the annual College Public Relations Association of Mississippi (CPRAM) 
conference, winning several awards. Wansley swept the Sports News and the Sports Features categories, 
winning all three top spots in both. 

Jones College Media and Public Relations Director Teresa McCreery explained that sweeping a category, 
let alone two categories in a statewide competition was extremely rare. This happened in the news story 
and feature category once but not in the sports writing categories in recent history. The Sports News 
story, “Jones men’s soccer wins first-ever MACJC championship” and the Sports Feature story, 
“JC defensive line coach moves from law enforcement to coaching” both earned first place 
accolades.

McCreery earned two second place awards for her news and feature stories. Both 
Jones College employees came to Jones with experience as news and sports reporters 
before joining the Marketing and Public Relations Department.  Wansley has been the 
employed at Jones College since July 2007, and McCreery since August 1997. 

The Jones College campus was the setting for WDAM’s Live on the Road, the traveling news program that highlighted communities across 
the Pinebelt.  The campus celebration of fall athletics included participation by the Maroon Typhoon Band, cheerleaders, and students. It also 
featured live interviews with players, coaches, and administrators. Community leaders from the City of Ellisville also took part on camera and 
shared what makes their community a great place to live.

ENGAGING THE 
COMMUNITY
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MACJC Capitol Day

Capitol Day brought together community college presidents, faculty and students inside the Capitol 
building in Jackson to rally support for funding from Mississippi legislators. Community college presidents 
and MACJC leaders, including MACJC president and Gulf Coast Community College President Dr. Mary 
Graham; MACJC Legislative Co-chair and Jones College President Dr. Jesse Smith; and MACJC Legislative 
Co-chair and Holmes Community College president Dr. Jim Haffey encouraged the crowd to remind 
legislators the value community colleges have in the state. 

Mississippi ranks 4th in the nation in the percentage of students who transfer from community colleges 
to four-year universities with students having earned 20,432 degrees, certificates, and awards. Community 
colleges have also impacted the economy by serving 551 companies with workforce training. 

Dr. Jesse Smith encouraged legislators to face the facts. He said, “For every dollar invested in the 
community college system, the return on the investment is four-dollars and eighty-six cents. That’s  
a worthwhile investment if you’re just talking about an investment, but what about the people?” 

Dr. Jesse Smith speaks in support of legislative funding requests by Mississippi’s community college system at Capitol Day 2019.

Jones College (JC) is an open-door, two-year institution, granting Associate in Arts degrees, Associate in Applied Science degrees, Career and Technical certificates, Adult Education credentials, and 
Workforce credentials. JC inspires greatness by providing higher education programs and support services consistent with the ideals of a democratic society in order to meet the higher education 
needs of the communities of interest through postsecondary programming, workforce and economic development, and community development. To pursue these ideals, JC provides (1) human, 
financial, and physical resources for quality programming; (2) higher education programs to meet the needs and interests of students; (3) workforce education solutions for business and industry to 
enhance economic development; (4) educational support services for teaching, learning, and higher education programming; and (5) quality development through continuous planning and assessment.

MOVING 
FORWARD

 
MISSION
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Building on a rich 
academic history with 
dedicated alumni support 
over the past century, 
Jones County Junior 
College was rebranded 
as Jones College on 
September 7, 2018. 
Following the Freshmen 
Convocation ceremony, 
the new branding strategy 
for Jones College was 
revealed. The rebrand 
was implemented after 
research and analysis 
supported the fact 
that the term “junior 
college” was no longer an 
accurate description of 
what the institution is,  
or what it had to offer.

To celebrate the roll 
out of the new name, 
faculty, staff and students 
enjoyed lunch together 
on the plaza, wearing 
T-shirts that displayed a 
new twist on the maroon 
and gold logo. The name 
change, Jones College, 
was received with favor 
by students, alumni, 
faculty and staff. 

Jones will always officially 
be Jones County Junior 
College, but the name, “Jones College” better represents the institution as one that prepares students not only for a variety of technical and career 
paths but also for an in-depth education to prepare them for their chosen majors in higher education.

Convocation/New Brand Launch 

JC will be the First and Best choice for 
students, businesses, and the community 
for developing relationships, maximizing 
potential, and improving the quality of life 
of all associated with the college.

Enrollment 
Retention 
Transfer Rate 
Graduation Success  
Excellence in Teaching

Community Service Engaged Learning Integrity 
Stewardship 
Leadership 
Health and Wellness 
Work Ethics

 
VISION      VALUES     GOALS
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