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President’s Letter
For the past decade the central theme of my leadership has been a simple
statement, “Be Great.” I wanted every student, faculty and staff member on this
campus to make greatness at Jones a conscious choice. In the past year, we have
seen this spirit of greatness become contagious. It has permeated throughout our
campus from the classroom to the playing field and all across our district, including
our four county learning centers.
We have gone through a transformation process, an intense focus of purpose
to get us to where we are. Evidence shows us on the verge of sustaining a major
breakout in our growth to be something exceptional. Growth indicators include
our baseball team winning the national championship under the guidance of
Chris Kirtland and his staff; JC students, Ethan Davis and Natalie Seales, winning
prestigious national academic awards; vocational and technology programs
achieving record growth and job placement in the workforce; along with general
enrollment rates that have been on the rise despite national declining trends.
What an exciting time to welcome into our student body, the diverse and
talented Generation Z, a most curious and driven generation of learners.
They require us to evolve with redefined recruiting, navigation
and retention practices that will preserve and stimulate their
educational progress. Moving toward that future, I am
proud to have assembled an executive leadership team
strong in their commitment to support our strategic
goals. This team, along with faculty and employees,
is focused on the clearly defined expectations of
greatness, while boldly facing the economic and social
challenges of today’s culture.
As we continue to be the best we can be, not only
will we move toward greatness, but incorporate it
into our lives and those around us. I take pride
with you in what we achieved in 2015 -16.
My hope is that our community of unequaled
promise here at Jones remains the foothold from
which we continue to aspire to do great things.
Sincerely,

Jesse Smith, President
Jones County Junior College
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Mississippi Community College
System Ranked 1st in the Nation
Mississippi is home to the nation’s oldest community college
system and a recent study puts it at the top of the list.
Mississippi’s two year college system began in the 1920’s and was
the nation’s first state-wide community college system. Today it is
considered one of the strongest in the country after a recent study
conducted by Wallet-Hub named the 15-member system the best in
the nation for 2015.
As a result of its analysis of data from the National Center for
Education Statistics, the Center for Community College Student
Engagement, and the Council for Community and Economic
Research and American Institutes for Research and Optimity
Advisors, the financial report ranked Mississippi's community college
system as the top in the nation.
“If Mississippi community colleges were a company, would
you recommend to Warren Buffett that he buy it? The answer,
of course, is yes,” according to Dr. Jesse Smith, president of Jones
County Junior College and chair of the 15-member Mississippi
Association of Community and Junior Colleges.
By comparing the Cost & Financing, Classroom Experience,
Education Outcomes, and Career Outcomes on its 2015 Best &
Worst Community Colleges, the financial report was able to deduce
the best state for students to attend community college.
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Strategically Driven
from Good to
In Jim Collins’ best-selling business
book, “Good to Great, Why Some
Companies Make the Leap…
and Others Don’t,” Jones
County Junior College
President Dr. Jesse Smith
found inspiration from the book’s
opening line, “The enemy of great
is good.” Those words became the
spark for institutional change.
The process began three years
ago when the college was facing
a shrinking traditional student
population combined with a slow
economic recovery from the
recession. To aid in Smith’s
desire to make JCJC
as great as possible,
the administration
developed five strategic
goals, defining standards
with measurable evaluations.
Recognizing the unique nature
of each student’s journey
through the educational
process, college administrators
dedicated themselves to search
for ways to offer students more
opportunities for assistance.
Several internal procedures were
reviewed resulting in an initial
concentration centered on
student recruitment, advisement
and access, as well as customer
service.
The results prompted the
transformation of the existing
recruiting model and rolled out
a new “on-boarding process” for
the prospective student. Onboarding refers to the process
of bringing a new student
on board, incorporating
preparation and orientation.
JCJC’s Department of
Recruitment embarked on
the recruiting of students
through the use of data and

Great STRATEGIC GOALS
2015-2016

technology; every phone call, text, email, postcard,
tour, and meeting was tracked to show the progress
of a student in the enrollment process.

“From the time the student applies to the time
they actually come to Jones Up Close orientation,
a student is ‘touched’ 10 times. That’s not even
counting the peripheral touches, like when students
come on campus to get their supplies or parking
decal. If we tracked everything, a student could have
at least 25 encounters with a recruiter or employee
before they stepped foot inside a classroom,” said
Smith.
Data revealed the most cost effective way to
maintain growth in enrollment was to keep or
retain current students. The concept of customer
service was redefined as a valuable retention tool.
An increased focus on retaining students was put
in place, with emphasis on every employee’s daily
role as a life coach to students. Faculty members
were challenged with the task of retention, while
still upholding academic standards and supporting
students toward their career goals.
Students also continued to face increasing levels
of financial issues and debt. Financial hardships
contributed to a decline in student retention
throughout each semester. “The largest reason
students do not return to the classroom is the fact
they can’t pay for school,” said Smith. “With large
student debt a concern, the administration devised
payment plans for students, which had direct
impact on student success. In addition, community
investment partnerships with supervisors from
Greene, Jasper and Smith counties were generously
provided to give more students from those counties
hope through the Tuition Assistance Grant
programs.”
Over the last three years Jones has been
committed to developing strategic goals that provide
clear direction. Now that these plans are in place
and resourced there are implemented systems for
measuring and reporting progress. With this kind
of coordinated effort, meaningful progress toward
student success is evident. In the next academic
year Jones County Junior College will continue to
celebrate many accomplishments as it moves from
“Good to Great.”

4%

Enrollment
growth

82%

Retention
rate

(withdrawal rate dropped
by 21% in the last year)

42%

Transfer rate

(2014-2015) liberal arts
majors only

31%

Graduation
rate

President’s Report 2016 | Page 4

National
Chris Kirtland was named head baseball coach at Jones
County Junior College on Dec. 2, 2015.
Six months and two days later, Kirtland led the Bobcats
to their first-ever NJCAA Division II World Series
championship with a 7-1 victory over GateWay College
(Arizona) on June 4, 2016, at David Allen Memorial
Ballpark.
“It is an incredible feat because the record speaks for
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itself,” Kirtland said of the 54-9 Bobcats, a single season
school record for victories. “The players worked so hard all
year and the players were able to win when it counts in the
postseason. It’s such a significant accomplishment to win
that many games in a baseball season. All of the credit goes
to our coaching staff and our players for executing the plan
and sticking to the process all year long.”
Starting pitcher Ben Stiglets was outstanding in the title
game. He pitched a complete game, scattering eight hits,

Champs
allowing one run and striking out eight as he improved to
10-0. Stiglets only lasted an inning in JCJC’s 11-9 loss to
GateWay on May 30.
“I felt it,” the Gulfport freshman righthander said.
“Everything was on. I dominated with the fastball and
everything else just fell into place. I knew I had to come
out here and do well because we were playing for a
national championship”

“I am so proud of Ben,” Kirtland said. “He faced these
guys when we lost and did not do too well. But he had a
chance to rebound, get some redemption and he pitched
a complete game. You can’t ask for any more than that. It
always helps to get slapped in the face so you can see how
you are going to respond. These guys responded well.”
After losing the earlier game to the Geckos, JCJC faced
elimination in three straight games. But the Bobcats,
who did not lose back-to-back games the entire season,
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responded. “You don’t really think about that when you
are facing elimination,” Kirtland said. “It was really great to
see these guys bounce back and win three in a row to win
the title.”
Hoard was named the World Series Most Valuable
Player and received the Marucci Elite Hitting Award, not
bad for someone who had never played first base before
this season. Hoard said he pressed a bit early in the World
Series, but just kept with his plan.
“I felt good coming here, but I started out pretty
rough in the beginning,” said Huddleston, a freshman
third baseman from George County. He also had a big
tournament offensively going 10-of-21 with two home
runs, a triple, two doubles and 12 RBIs. His mammoth solo
shot in the sixth inning of the championship game gave
JCJC a 3-0 lead and seemed to ignite the offense.
“It’s been a good season and a good ride with my
buddies,” said Huddleston, who was also named to the AllTournament Team. “I’m just having fun playing ball with
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my friends. I would not trade this for anything. It was a
great week.”
Kirtland said the championship contest was JCJC’s
best game of the season. “I think we played our most
complete game of the season in the national championship
game, which is special,” he said. “We had to sweep a
doubleheader to win it and that’s something this team has
done a lot this year. They came out from the start, had a
plan to execute to win two games and were able to win
a national championship. We made the plays when we
needed to and these guys were able to experience victory
in a national championship. There is nothing sweeter than
that.”
“We came here in 2011 and we were disappointed
because we came up one game short,” he said. “It was
really cool to see the JCJC Bobcats finish on top this time.”
The Bobcats won their first 17 games of the season en
route to a record-breaking 54-9 overall mark. The Bobcats
never lost back-to-back games. A remarkable 2016 season
for players, coaches, families and fans. Go Bobcats!

Athletics

AT A GLANCE

Baseball

- JCJC won its first ever NJCAA
Division II World Series title
by defeating GateWay College
(Arizona) 7-1 on June 4 at David
Allen Memorial Ballpark in Enid,
Oklahoma. The Bobcats went 5-1 in
the tournament.
- The Bobcats ended the year at
54-9, which is a school record for
wins in a season. JCJC won the overall
MACJC regular season crown with a
24-4 record.
- JCJC won the Region 23
Tournament championship with an
exciting, 6-5 victory over East Central
in Decatur on May 22.

Most Valuable Player and received the
Marucci Elite Hitter Award for the
tournament.
- JCJC’s Fred Franklin was named
Top Defensive Player of the World
Series. Franklin, Mason Strickland,
Tanner Huddleston, Jonathan Parker
and Ben Stiglets were named to the
All-Tournament Team for the World
Series.

Softball
- The Lady Bobcats finished second
in the NJCAA Division II National

- First-year JCJC head coach Chris
Kirtland was named the NJCAA
Division II World Series Coach of
the Year, the Region 23 Coach of the
Year and was one of only 10 finalists
for the Skip Bertman College Coach
of the Year award, which includes
both junior and senior colleges.
- JCJC’s Mason Irby was named
an NJCAA Division 1st-team AllAmerican. He was a 2nd-team AllAmerican in 2015. He also was named
a Gold Glove and Marucci Elite
Hitting Award winner for the season.
- JCJC’s Erick Hoard was named
the NJCAA Division II World Series

- JCJC won its first-ever Region
23 Tournament championship by
defeating LSU-Eunice 5-2 on May 8
on the Bengals’ home field.

- JCJC’s Chris Robinson was
named the MACJC, Region 23 and
MAC Coach of the Year.
- The Lady Bobcat coaches – head
coach Chris Robinson, associate head
coach Bob Herrington and assistant
coach Carlos Castro – were named
the National Fastpitch Coaches
Association (NFCA) Coaching Staff of
the Year.
- JCJC’s player Kalyn Watts was
named an NJCAA Division II 1stteam All-American, and Rachel Hayes
was named a 2nd-team All-American.

Tournament, falling to LSU-Eunice in
the championship game on May 21.

- JCJC’s Kelly Byrd was named the
Marucci Elite Hitter of the national
tournament. Brittany Baty, Brittany
Hagwood, Amanda Holliday and
Kalyn Watts were named to the
national All-Tournament Team.

- JCJC posted a 50-8 record on the
season and won the MACJC overall
regular season title with a 26-2 record.
- The Lady Bobcats won the
MACJC title with a thrilling, 2-0
victory over Mississippi Gulf Coast on
May 4 at Community Bank Park. It was
JCJC’s fourth MACJC title in five years.
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Athletics
Women’s soccer

AT A GLANCE

Men’s basketball

second in the MACJC/Region 23
Tournament.
- The Lady Bobcats finished 18th

- JCJC ended the season at 13-4,
advanced to the MACJC/Region 23
Tournament finals and was ranked as
high as No. 18 in the nation at one
point.
- JCJC’s Kelly Stubbington was
named a 3rd-team All-American.

Men’s soccer

- JCJC ended the year 7-7-1 and
advanced to the MACJC/Region 23
Tournament playoffs.

Football

- JCJC finished the season at
17-8 and advanced to the MACJC
Tournament finals and to the Region
23 Tournament quarterfinals.

Women’s basketball

- The Lady Bobcats finished
at 19-7, advanced to the MACJC
Tournament semifinals and to the
Region 23 Tournament quarterfinals.

Women’s Tennis

- JCJC punter Patrick Ponder was
named an NJCAA 1st-team AllAmerican and linebacker Ty Hill was
named a 2nd-team All-American.
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- The Lady Bobcats posted a 14-1
regular season record and finished

in the NJCAA Division I National
Tournament in Tyler, Texas.

Men’s Tennis
- The Bobcats finished the regular
season with an 11-5 record and
finished third in the MACJC/Region
23 Tournament.

- The Bobcats finished 21st in
the NJCAA Division I National
Tournament in May in Plano, Texas.

JCJC student-athletes receive state,
national academic recognition
Jones County Junior College is committed to athletic and academic success for its student-athletes. The hard work of
these students was evident through high marks in the classroom resulting in state and national accolades.
STATE ACADEMIC RECOGNITION

NATIONAL ACADEMIC RECOGNITION

The MACJC Distinguished Academic All-State
recognition was presented to five athletes with a 3.80
GPA or higher.

The Lady Bobcat women’s soccer team posted a 3.29
cumulative team Grade Point Average (GPA) and earned
recognition as an NJCAA Academic Team of the Year.

Student-athletes that achieved this academic level
were T.J. Hollis (baseball), Mason Irby (baseball),
Josh Hester (men’s tennis), Luke Sims (men’s soccer)
and Traci Monroe (women’s soccer). These studentathletes, along with cheerleader Kayla Phipps,
received JCJC Presidential Scholar-Athlete Awards.

Individually, five Bobcats received the Pinnacle Award
for Academic Excellence, each achieving a 4.00 GPA. Those
students were T.J. Hollis (baseball), Hannah Lott (women’s
basketball), Luke Sims (men’s soccer), Shelton Wallace
(baseball/football) and Abby Wilson (women’s soccer).

Twenty-three Bobcat athletes also received
MACJC Academic All-State awards, attaining a GPA
between 3.25 and 3.79.

Eleven individual student-athletes were honored for
Superior Academic Achievement, having a GPA between 3.80
and 3.99, while 18 Bobcats were recognized for GPA’s of 3.60
to 3.79, Exemplary Academic Achievement awards.
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JCJC adds five to

Five former Jones County Junior College athletic
standouts were chosen for the JCJC Sports Hall of Fame.
Linda Darty, Kevin Jackson, Tommy Parker, Sr., Donald
Pennington, and Mike “Skeeter” Robertson were inducted
into the special group on Saturday, Aug. 29, during a banquet
in the A.B. Howard Gymnasium. Honorees were also
recognized during halftime of the season-opening football
game versus Northwest at Bobcat Stadium/Sim Cooley Field.
Linda Darty played at New Augusta High School before
coming to JCJC. She was a first-team All-State selection, an
All-Region 7 player and All-Region 7 Tournament choice
at JCJC. She was named the Outstanding Offensive Player
during both of her years at Jones, averaging around 22 points
per game. She was named a Mississippi Junior College AllStar as a sophomore and led the Lady Bobcats to the South
Division finals and Region 7 finals.
Lemoyne-Owen College in Memphis, Tennessee was
the next education stop for Darty, where she was named to
the Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Conference (SIAC)
All-Tournament team, honored as the team’s Most Valuable
Player and led the team in scoring with 20 points per game.
Darty, who now resides in Petal, is an active member of
Sweet Pilgrim Missionary Church where she serves with
the Women’s Ministry and is a member of the Praise and
Worship Ministry.
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Kevin Jackson played at Northview High School in
Dothan, Alabama, before suiting up to play linebacker
at Jones under head coach Parker Dykes. Jackson was
All-State as a freshman, named the team’s Outstanding
Linebacker and led the team in interceptions. As a
sophomore, he was named All-MACJC, All-Region
23 and All-American, plus repeated as the team’s
Outstanding Linebacker and interception leader. He
was selected for the MACJC All-Star Game. During his
career at JCJC, Jackson had 105 tackles, five interceptions
and blocked two kicks. He also had a 3.1 GPA at JCJC.
After leaving JCJC, Jackson went to the University
of Alabama, where he starred in 1995-96. As a junior,
he was named first-team All-SEC and All-American as a
safety. As a senior, he was first-team All-SEC and AllAmerican, a Walter Camp All-American, Birmingham
News All-SEC and UPI Coaches Poll All-American.
Against Georgia in 1995, Jackson had three interceptions
– a school record – and was named the SEC Defensive
Player of the Week for that performance. He was named
a preseason All-American prior to the 1996 season
and was runner-up player of the year in the league.
He led the SEC in interceptions for two years and was
the second all-time leader in interceptions at Alabama.
Jackson played in the Senior Bowl and was a member
of the All-Decade Team at Alabama. He was a member

Sports Hall of Fame
JCJC Sports Hall of Fame
Class of 2007

Class of 2010

Class of 2013

Sim Cooley, Joe Flowers,
A.B. Howard

Mike McClellan, Carlos
McDaniel, Dr. Joe-Michael
Robertson

Chauncey Davis, George
Harrison, Jackie Parker

Class of 2008

Class of 2011

Class of 2014

Randall Boone, John Perkins,
Gene Tullos

Dale Crowder, Wilmer
Dennis, Parker Dykes, Elmer
Higginbotham, Ken Schulte

Deion Branch, Billy King,
James Logan, Robert Sorey,
Larry Suchy

Class of 2009

Class of 2012

Class of 2015

Gwen Magee, L. D. Ready,
Jerry “Sally” Smith, Aubrey
Wade, Patricia Waldrup

Dr. Sam Bounds, Hill
Denson, Wendy Hogue,
Dr. Amy Parker, Hannon
Strickland

Linda Darty, Kevin Jackson,
Tommy Parker, Don
Pennington, Mike “Skeeter”
Robertson

of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes at Alabama and
graduated with a 3.2 GPA.
Jackson played in the NFL with the Arizona Cardinals
and in the Arena Football League with the Tampa Bay
Storm and Buffalo Destroyers.
He is a member of the Red Elephant Club and A-Club
at Alabama and sponsors, Kids for Life Foundation. Jackson
was inducted into the NJCAA Hall of Fame in 2013 and
currently lives in Dothan, Alabama.
Tommy Parker, Sr. played football at Bay Springs High
School before coming to JCJC to play for head coach Sim
Cooley. He was an All-State defensive back and led the
state in interceptions. He helped the Bobcats win the state
championship in 1964. Parker then went to Delta State
where he started on defense and was a member of the M
Club.
He served as defensive coordinator under Coach Cooley
from 1967-85. During Parker’s coaching career at Jones,
the Bobcats were state and JC Gridwire national champions
in 1968 and won state titles in 1972, 1978, 1979 and 1983.
The Bobcats played for the state championship in 1977,
1980, 1981 and 1984. JCJC played in the Junior Rose Bowl
in 1977, the Garland Bowl in Texas in 1978, the East Bowl
in 1981, 1983 and the Ranger Bowl in Texas in 1984.

Parker also served as track coach and coached the only
JCJC athlete to ever place first in a national track and field
event.
Parker coached high school football and track in Georgia
after leaving JCJC. He led Harrison County to the state
playoffs for the first time in school history and his staff was
selected Coaching Staff of the Year.
He was a member of the J Club at Jones and is currently
a member of the Bobcat Club. A past member of the
Ellisville Lions Club, his civic contributions continued into
the area of youth sports as he officiated for many years in
Jones County. Parker and his wife, Eva, have three children
and are members of Lake Congregational Methodist
Church. They currently reside in Jones County.
Donald Pennington played at Morton High School
before coming to JCJC. He played fullback and linebacker
at Morton, leading the Panthers to four North Division and
two Little Dixie Conference championships. He was named
All-Conference as a junior and a senior and helped Coach
Sim Cooley’s Bobcats win the state championship in 1964.
He was an All-State linebacker and JC Gridwire Honorable
Mention All-American in 1965. Pennington also ran track
for the Bobcats. After leaving Jones, he went to Mississippi
College where he was a two-year starter at linebacker for
the Choctaws.
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JCJC Sports Hall of Fame
Pennington was a graduate assistant at Hinds Junior College
in 1968 before becoming a teacher and coach at Tallulah High
School in Louisiana in 1969. He served as assistant football
coach until 1973 and as head coach from 1973-82 where he
was honored as District Coach of the Year in 1978. Pennington
was promoted to assistant principal from 1976-82 and served
as principal from 1982-85 at Newellton High School, also in
Louisiana. He retired from his public school career as Tensas
Parish Superintendent of Schools after serving from 1985-2003.
Pennington returned to the education profession and became
principal at Tallulah Academy in 2006, a position he still holds
today.

New head

Pennington is a member of several education associations, as
well as the JCJC Alumni Association and Bobcat Club. He is a
member of the Newellton First Baptist Church, where he serves
on the Usher Committee. He is married to the former Karen
Eubanks. They have three daughters and seven grandchildren.
Mike “Skeeter” Robertson came to JCJC from South Jones.
He was a two-year letterman in football and a one-year
letterman in baseball. He played on the 1972 South Division
championship team under head coach Sim Cooley and was
named first-team All-State and Honorable Mention AllAmerican in 1972. He participated in the Mississippi Junior
College All-Star Game as a member of the South team.
Although Robertson had several offers to play Division I
football, he chose to run the family dairy farm after the death of
his father. Robertson later served as baseball coach and assistant
football coach at South Jones High School and head softball
coach at Taylorsville High School. He is currently a Physical
Education teacher at South Jones and East Jones Elementary
schools. He worked for the United States Postal Service for 27
years and received the USPS Special Achievement Award for
Notable Performance.
Robertson coached baseball for 27 years in the Dixie Youth,
Dixie Boys, Dixie Majors, Dizzy Dean and American Legion
leagues. He is a past president of the South Jones Football
Booster Club and the South Jones Baseball Diamond Club.
He has received numerous Ellisville Jaycee Awards, including
Outstanding Young Man of the Year in 1977, Outstanding
Young Farmer in 1976, “SPOKE” of the Year in 1975, 1976
and 1977 and Outstanding Project Chairman in 1975 and 1977.
An active member of Ellisville’s First Baptist Church,
the Mississippi High School Activities Association and the
Mississippi Association of Coaches, Robertson also continues to
support Jones as a member of the JCJC Alumni Association and
the Bobcat Club. He and his wife, Teresa, a retired JC faculty
member, have three sons – Joe-Michael, Chuck and Jonathan
– who all played football and baseball at JCJC. Joe-Michael is a
member of the JCJC Sports Hall of Fame.
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Four new head coaches joined the Jones County
Junior College athletic department during the 2015-16
school year.
Steve Buckley was named the new football coach.
Chris Kirtland was promoted to head baseball coach and
Brendan Connolly was named as the new men’s soccer
coach. In the June 2016 Board of Trustees meeting,
Brooks Buffington was approved as the new JCJC
tennis coach.
Steve Buckley is a familiar face to south Mississippi
football fans. Buckley was the head coach at Olive
Branch High School last football season.
He served as head coach at Petal High School from
2007-11 where he led his team to the Mississippi Class
6A State Championship game during the 2011 season.
The Panthers reached the playoffs four times and were
region champions twice during Buckley’s tenure.
He was an assistant coach at Southern Miss on three
occasions: 1987-1990, 1997-99, 2012–2013.
Buckley, a Natchez native, is married to the former
Kristi Fairley and the couple has two children, a son
Slade, and a daughter Annaleigh.
Just six months after being named head coach, Chris

coaches named in 2015-16
Connolly played soccer in Ireland for Newington,
Glentoran and Cliftonville. He came to the United
States in August of 2007 on a soccer scholarship to
William Carey University.
He was a part of the WCU men’s soccer
program from 2007-10. The Crusaders won the
Gulf Coast Athletic Conference (GCAC) in 2007
and participated in the NAIA men’s soccer national
championships in 2009 and 2010.
Connolly was named Academic All-American
in 2010. He graduated with a BS degree in Health,
Physical Education and Recreation from WCU in
August of 2011. He earned his master’s in Sports
Management in 2013 at the University of Southern
Mississippi.
Connolly is also an instructor in the HPR
Department at JCJC.
His family consists of mother and father, Charlotte
and Gerry; two sisters, Martina and Lisa; and a
brother, Gerard.
Kirtland guided the Bobcats to the NJCAA Division II World Series
championship by going 5-1 in the national tournament in Enid,
Oklahoma.
The Bobcats clinched the championship with a 7-1 win over
GateWay College (Arizona) on June 4 at David Allen Memorial
Ballpark. That victory gave JCJC a 54-9 record, a school-record for
wins in a season.
Kirtland was a seven-year member of JC Head Coach Christian
Ostrander’s staff.
During Kirtland’s tenure as an assistant coach, the Bobcats posted a
255-109 record with two MACJC championships, one Region 23 title
and a national runner-up finish in 2011.
Kirtland, a native of New Orleans, came to JCJC from the
University of Southern Mississippi, where he served in a variety of
roles with the Golden Eagles baseball program after playing as a utility
player.
He received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from USM.
Kirtland teaches Personal and Community Health classes at Jones.
He is married to the former Amanda Nettles of Hattiesburg.
Brendan Connolly, who is from Belfast, Ireland, joined the JCJC
coaching staff in August of 2011 working mostly with the goalkeepers.
He was an assistant coach for both the men and women’s teams.

Brooks Buffington is committed to continue the
legacy of tennis excellence provided by his former
coach and mentor, Mark Easley. Buffington, a former
Bobcat walk-on, played tennis at JCJC in 2003-04.
He received the men’s tennis Bobcat Award as a
sophomore in 2004.
Buffington graduated from Collins High School in
2002 and received his bachelor of science degree from
Mississippi College in 2006.
He served as head tennis professional at the
Reservoir YMCA in Brandon from 2014 until 2016
and in 2007-08, and at Castlewoods Country Club
from 2008-14.
Buffington served as head tennis coach at
Northwest Rankin since 2012 and Hartfield Academy
since 2013. He led Hartfield Academy to a second
place overall finish in the 2015 MAIS boys state tennis
tournament.
He has coached and been a member of numerous
United States Tennis Association (USTA) League
state, sectional and national Championship Teams
since 2008.
Buffington is married to the former Sarah
Spraberry.
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JCJC’s Branch inducted into
MCJC Sports Hall of Fame

One of the most well-known football players in Jones
County Junior College history has joined a group of elites.
Deion Branch, who was an All-American wide
receiver at JCJC and later a Super Bowl Most Valuable
Player, represented Jones at the Tenth annual Mississippi
Community and Junior College Sports Hall of Fame
induction banquet on April 26 in Pearl at the Muse Center
on the Rankin County campus of Hinds Community
College.
Branch played in 1997-98 at JCJC and was an NJCAA
All-American second-team wide receiver in 1998 when he
played for head coach Parker Dykes.
The Albany, Georgia, native played on the 12-0 team in
1998 that won the MACJC championship and was named
national champion by the Mike Gottfried Sports Magazine.
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Branch was drafted in the second round of the 2002
NFL Draft by the New England Patriots and played an
integral role in their Super Bowl XXXVIII victory. His
60-yard touchdown reception in New England’s win over
the Pittsburgh Steelers in the AFC Championship Game is
legendary and in Super Bowl XXXIX Branch tied a Super
Bowl record with 11 catches for 133 yards. He was named
the game’s MVP as the Patriots defeated the Philadelphia
Eagles, 24-21. For his NFL career, Branch had 518
receptions for 6,644 yards and 39 touchdowns.
Branch has returned to JCJC several times over the
years and has donated money to the football weight room.
He has also appeared in the Pine Belt Area Fellowship of
Christian Athletes Golf Tournament.
Branch and his wife, Shola, have four children:
Deiondre, Deiontey, D’ahni and Nylah.

FineArts T

I

M

August

February

25th

18th

The Maroon Typhoon Band
announced Rock Fantasy as
its 2016 show theme. Rockand-roll hits were performed
at the sneak preview in
an energetic performance
directed by JCJC Interim
Director of Bands, Jeff
Cannon.

culminated with a 400 voice
rousing rendition of Rollo
Dilworth’s, “I Sing Because
I’m Happy.”

November
26th

E

L

Joe A. McGowan, Joseph
H. McGowan and Laurie
Burton, Starkville residents,
broadened student abstract
art horizons through
presentations of their unique
art pieces.

N

E

individual student’s musical
accomplishments.
19th
Sophomore art students
exhibited their work at the
Eula Bass Art Gallery on
campus.

March
18th & 19th

22nd

October
Jones County Junior
College’s Maroon Typhoon
Marching Band proudly
represented the Bobcat
nation in Chicago, Illinois
as part of the televised
McDonald’s Thanksgiving
Day Parade.

December
Colorful, creative artwork
and 3D sculptures marked
the display of JC Art
Department faculty
members, Paula Pierce and
Mark Brown. The display
was open to the public at the
JCJC Eula Bass Lewis Art
gallery.

The 25th Annual Putnam
County Spelling Bee student
production entertained
audiences with a humorous
musical rendition of events
surrounding students
participating in a high school
spelling bee.

5th

29th

13th

presented a holiday inspired
evening of jazzy tunes, Jingle
Jazz. Toys donated as cost of
admission were donated to
the Salvation Army Angel
Tree program.

Five area high school
concert choirs joined with
the JCJC Concert choir,
under the direction of Joel
Dunlap, at the annual JC Fall
Choral Festival. The concert

I

JC Jazz and JC Voices

The chamber group, JC
Voices, performed their
annual spring concert, Death
Be Not Proud, to delighted
audiences at First TrinityPresbyterian Church in
Laurel.

April
4th, 12th & 18th
Sophomore Music Recitals
were held at the Foote
Chapel, showcasing

The Spring Recital Series
featured the Isosceles Trio;
Jacquelyn Adams, horn,
Richard Perry, tuba and
Lois Leventhal, piano. The
noon hour performance at
Foote Chapel featured an
entertaining and innovative
musical combination of
instruments.

May
2nd
The Fine Arts spring
concert was held in the
Fine Arts Auditorium on
May 3rd at 7 p.m., featuring
numerous small instrumental
ensembles.

JonesOnStage, under the
direction of Joe Mauldin,
delighted audiences
throughout the year with
musical performances.
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myriad
JONES GRANTS AID inofa ways
The Blue Cross Blue Shield of
Mississippi Foundation provided
a $272,000 grant for Next Steps
in Health, a campus initiative that
promoted healthy eating and physical
activity for both employees and
students. Jones is under consideration
for a continuation of the grant for a
second year.
The Mississippi Department of
Transportation provided a $416,000
Transportation Alternative (TAP)
grant for campus improvement with
construction estimated to be complete
by December 2016. The beautification
includes a pedestrian plaza that will
begin in front of the C.L. Neill Student
Center with brick pavers, seat walls,
landscaping and a fountain.
The three-year Mississippi
Integrated Basic Education and
Skills Training (MI-BEST) program
has funded $200,000 a year to
make students college- ready while
simultaneously providing them
concentrated skills training. In May
2016, six Jones students had already
completed 18 hours of credit and were
awarded workforce certificates; five of
those six will finish their certificates in
welding.
The USDA designated $3.5
million to Jones as a participant in the
workforce training pilot program for
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
(SNAP) recipients. The three-year pilot
program’s goal is to offer upgraded
skills training and enhance the ability
of individuals to earn a living wage.
The Mississippi Women’s
Foundation provided a $50,000 grant
to aid in the prevention of female
students withdrawing from school
due to financial difficulties outside of
tuition. In its two years, it provided
funding for 52 women to cover items
ranging from emergency medicine to
utilities.
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Brown selected as Humanities

Teacher of the Year

The Humanities Teacher Award
recognizes outstanding contributions
from a chosen faculty member at each
of the colleges and universities in the
state. Recipients prepare and deliver a
public lecture during the Fall semester
and are later recognized at the Mississippi
Humanities Council’s annual awards
ceremony.
Art instructor Mark Brown, selected
as the JCJC 2015 Mississippi Humanities
Teacher of the Year, was honored by
the Humanities Council October 28
after his presentation, “The Modern Art
Movement and the World Wars.”
His talk focused on modern artists
after the turn of the century, including
Expressionists that fought for Germany
during WWI. This subject is particularly
important to Brown because of the
impact of Hitler’s actions on modern art.

Brown, who has taught at Jones for eight
years, currently teaches Drawing, Design,
Computers in Art, 3-D Design/Sculpture and
Art. He earned his Bachelor’s in Fine Arts
from Mississippi State and his Master’s in Art
Education from the University of Southern
Mississippi.
He is also an advisor for the Phi Theta
Kappa International Honor Society, a General
Studies faculty adviser and a member of the
Student Affairs Committee at JCJC. As an
artist, Brown has shown his work in galleries
across Mississippi and has been a part of
several group exhibits including the Cotton
District Juried Exhibition in Starkville,
where he won 1st place in Sculpture in 2014
and a Purchase Award and Merit Award in
2015. He has also won 1st place in Sculpture
at the Day in the Park Art Festival in Laurel
and has been commissioned by Sanderson
Farms’ Corporate Office in Laurel and Oak
Street Coffee and Tea in Laurel.

Educator Honored with

Nurse’s Touch Award
Nurses are usually known for the special touch they have
caring for patients. However, Jones County Junior College’s
Associate Degree Nursing instructor, Danielle Brownlee’s “special
touch” in the classroom earned her the prestigious, “Educator
with the Nurse’s Touch” Award. Brownlee was one of only four
nurse educators to be honored with this recognition by the ATI
(Assessment Technologies Institute) Nursing Education.
Brownlee’s reward for outstanding teaching and modeling
included a plaque, a certificate and an all-expenses paid trip to the
2016 ATI National Nurse Educator Summit in Nashville. Her
students at JCJC will also benefit from Brownlee’s honor. She and
her class will receive the use of ATI’s Nurse’s Touch program for
one year through a dynamic and interactive online simulation
program from ATI.
Brownlee has been teaching at JCJC for eight years and
earned her master’s and bachelor’s degrees from the University of
Southern Mississippi and her associate’s degree from JCJC in 2002.
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JCJC HEADWAE recipients honored in Jackson
Two people from
very different areas of
campus were selected
as Jones County
Junior College’s,
2015-16 Higher
Education Appreciation
Day, Working for
Academic Excellence
representatives.
Music instructor Meri
Newell and secondary
mathematics education
major Faith Anderson
represented the college
at the annual event held in Jackson.

Each of the state’s institutions of higher education
chooses an instructor and a student every year for this
prestigious award. Honorees are then recognized by
both houses of the Mississippi Legislature and treated to a
luncheon in their honor.
Newell joined the JCJC faculty in 1989 after teaching
in high schools and middle schools in Alabama and
North Carolina for more than nine years. She earned her
bachelor’s of science degree in music education and her
bachelor’s of arts degree in applied music with minors
in English and history from Elon University in North
Carolina. She later earned her master’s of music education

degree at the University of
Southern Mississippi and
did post graduate work
there, as well.

Newell is a member
of numerous professional
organizations including
Music Teachers National
Association, National
Flute Association,
Mississippi JuniorCommunity College Band
Directors Association
and Phi Delta Kappa
Educational Honor
Society. She has taught music appreciation, music for
elementary teachers, flute, clarinet, saxophone and oboe
lessons and also served as assistant band director for 18
years.
Anderson, the daughter of Tracy West of Rawls Springs
and Joe Anderson of Brooklyn, is an active co-ed on the
JCJC campus. She is a member of the Charles Pickering
Honors Institute and Phi Theta Kappa International Honor
Society. Anderson represents the math department on the
Student Government Association Senate. She tutors in the
math lab and has volunteered with Treats in the Streets,
Jones County Heart Walk, Loblolly Festival, ICE-Voter
Registration and the JCJC Blood Drive.

Radionian named top paper for 9th consecutive year
The college
newspaper, the
Radionian, received
a total of 30 awards
at the annual
Better Newspaper
Contest, held by
the Mississippi
Press Association’s
Education
Foundation. This is
the most the paper
has ever received,
surpassing its record-breaking 27 awards last year.
In addition to the multiple individual awards, for the
ninth consecutive year, the Radionian took the General
Excellence Award for top community college newspaper
in the state.
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Jones swept the
news and general
interest column
categories, taking
first, second and
third place in each.
The newspaper also
received first place for
front page and first
place for design.
JCJC competed
against other
community colleges in the state, and in the Investigative
Reporting category, was pitted against universities and
received third place, behind stories covering MSU’s
campus shooting scare and Delta State’s removal of classes.
Only 10 percent of the Radionian staff are journalism
majors. Most students take the class for the experience.

MAPE honors

JCJC Bobcat Math League

with Governor’s Award

JCJC’s Bobcat Math League has proven to be an
outstanding educational tool for high school students
throughout the college’s district and surrounding counties.
Created as a way to decrease the number of students
who are academically unprepared for math in postsecondary education by making math similar to an athletic
competition, the Math League motivates high school
students with tournaments, prestige, trophies, medallions,
monetary awards and scholarships.
In 2015 alone, the Math League impacted 360 students,
involved 50 volunteers and received $36,000 in donations
from private entities. The league continues to gain
momentum. The number of students participating in 2015
increased 22 percent over 2014.
Its success has not gone unnoticed. This year, it was once
again chosen as the recipient of the Governor’s University/
College Partnership Award for its partnership program with
area high schools. This honor was given at the Mississippi

Association of Partners in Education Annual Governor’s
Awards, held in Jackson March 15.
At the ceremony, MAPE awarded 22 school-community
partnership programs throughout the state that have
produced outstanding results for students in grades K-12.
This is the second time the Math League has received this
distinction, accepting it also in 2014.
This is the eighth year for the Math League partnership
between JCJC and area high schools. It first began with
an annual one-day competition, and in 2012, expanded to
a season-long competition where high schools compete
against one another, and winning teams advance to the
final playoffs, culminating with a Super Bowl at the college.
Partners for the 2015 season of the Bobcat Math League
included the college, high schools, community liaison
Chris Wilson, the Chisholm Foundation, Mississippi Power
Company, Sandra Wright of Magnolia Real Estate, Howard
Computers and Corner Market.
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PTK officers
earn regional awards

The Rho Sigma chapter of the academic International Honor Society, Phi Theta
Kappa, received multiple awards on the regional and national levels this year.
On the regional level, the chapter received awards for Top 10 Distinguished
Chapter, Distinguished Chapter Officer Team, Order of the Golden Key Award,
Theme, College Project, Newsletter and Outstanding Advisor.
With more than 200 members of the organization working to complete various
projects and fundraisers, the group was recognized for their efforts as a Top 10
Distinguished Chapter, and the officer team was recognized as the runner up,
Distinguished Chapter Officer Team.
Student Ethan Davis was recognized individually with the Order of the Golden
Key Award. He was chosen by his fellow officers for his exceptional work as PTK
president and involvement in the Honors in Action project.
The PTK chapter earned first place for its “Honors in Action” theme, “Ideas and
Ideologies,” which worked to improve the community through several initiatives,
including a voter registration drive and the Informed Citizens Endeavor (ICE)
campaign. Davis explained the chapter worked hard to develop a topic that had both
academic merit and could cause meaningful change, not only at Jones, but also in
any community. He said they created something unique with the Informed Citizens Endeavor.
“We can say we registered hundreds of students to vote, but that was not the goal,” he said. “Our mission was to show
people that they have a voice and that a better world can only exist if they work for it. I honestly believe we did that for

JCJC engineering students earn scholarships
from MS Professional Engineering Society

Three JCJC students received engineering scholarships
from The Southeast Area Chapter of the Mississippi
Professional Engineering Society (MPES) at their annual
meeting on the JC campus. The MPES annual meeting
hosts around 100 college and high school students and
provides information about job opportunities along with
academic advice for the pursuit of engineering careers.
JCJC’s engineering club co-hosted the event which includes
presentations from three of Mississippi’s engineering
colleges.
Anna Kay Hinton of Petal, Sierra Holmes of Purvis and
Clayton Mikell of Petal each received scholarships to aid
in the continuation of their education. The JCJC students
awarded the scholarships are members of the college’s
Engineering Club and have GPA’s ranging from 3.5 to 4.0.
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many people. Even if only one person becomes politically
active because of ICE, our
efforts were well spent.”
The College Project
included a campus
beautification component,
utilizing two, student-designed
sculptures to be placed on
campus. That project, which
included community sponsors
and JCJC welding students,
earned fifth place in the region.
The student development
newsletter for JCJC’s students
was recognized with a runnerup award.

At the Annual National Convention, held in April,
Dr. Mark Taylor, JCJC’s Dean of
Academic Affairs and Dean of the
Charles Pickering Honors Institute,
“I was completely
was selected as a Distinguished
Administrator. This
surprised when I learned College
award is given to college vice
of this award, and I am
presidents, deans or directors who
have demonstrated a strong level
truly honored to be
of support for Phi Theta Kappa
during their tenure. Taylor is
selected. It is a privilege
one of 25 Distinguished College
to represent the college
Administrators to receive this honor
from nominations across the nation.

and the administration
at the PTK annual
convention.”
— Dr. Mark Taylor

Also at the regional
conference, one of the four
advisors from JCJC, Julie
Atwood, received the Bennie
Warren Outstanding Advisor
Award. Atwood, one of the 15 advisors selected from 48
nominees internationally for this award, was honored in
April at the annual convention in Maryland.

“I was completely surprised when
I learned of this award, and I am
truly honored to be selected. It is
a privilege to represent the college
and the administration at the PTK
annual convention,” said Taylor.

Since the chapter first formed
on campus in 1968, an estimated
20,000 JCJC students have become members of PTK.
Requirements include a 3.5 GPA and a college class load of
a minimum of 15 hours per semester.
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Lyceum Scholarship Awarded to Three JCJC Students
Jones
County Junior
College
sophomores,
Ethan Davis of
Laurel, Natalie
Beth Seales of
Hattiesburg,
and Cady
Smith of
Raleigh, each
received a
prestigious
Lyceum
scholarship to
the University of Mississippi. They were three of only
15 community college students to receive the full tuition
Lyceum Scholarship. The Lyceum Scholarship was created
to recognize some of the most outstanding community
college transfer students across Mississippi with an
estimated value of more than $15,000.

Admissions at UM, Jody Lowe.”

“We are
extremely excited
these three talented
students and campus
leaders chose
the University
of Mississippi to
continue their
education. This
is the largest and
most prestigious full
tuition scholarship
offered by the
University.” said
Associate Director of

Lyceum Scholarship recipients must have a 3.0
GPA, 48 transferable community college hours (at the
time of transfer) and an exemplary record of academic
achievement, leadership and service.

Mississippi Nurses Foundation
Scholarships Presented
The Mississippi Nurses Foundation awarded two
scholarships this year to Jones County Junior College’s
associate degree nursing students, including the prestigious
Leadership Scholarship. The Executive Director of the
Foundation, Rosalyn Smith-Howard recently presented the
School of Nursing Leadership Scholarship to Christen Nash
of Laurel.
Petal’s Krystal Brown was also awarded a Mississippi
Nurses Foundation Scholarship this year. The nontraditional student was surprised to learn she was the fall
recipient of a $1,000 scholarship. Brown had worked in
Laurel as an L.P.N. for 12 years before deciding to come back
to school to become an R.N.

PRVEPA’s “Round Up for Education”
awards scholarships to JCJC Students
Forty-six Jones County Junior College students
benefitted from the generosity of participants in the Pearl
River Valley Electric Power Association’s “Round Up
for Education Scholar’s Program.” Since the program
began three years ago, more than 550 students have
received scholarships to begin their higher education at a
Mississippi community college. This year, each of the total
209-students have been awarded $975 each from the more
than 48,000 power meters participating in the scholarship
program in the PRVEPA’s 12-county service area.
“More than 90 percent of our members continue to
round up their bills and we’re very thankful for their
support,” said General Manager Randy Wallace. “As we are
now able to see, the accumulation of what would normally
be spare change for an individual has added up significantly.
These funds will help create long term educational
opportunities as well as economic benefits, which is good
for everyone in the communities we serve.”

Page 23 | President’s Report 2016

JCJC PTK student earns national honors
Phi Theta Kappa student Natalie Beth Seales of
Hattiesburg was the recipient of several prestigious awards
and scholarships this year.
The home-schooled Seales was one of 20
students selected nationwide for
the All-USA Community College
Academic Team. She was also
the New Century Scholar, the
top-scoring student from
Mississippi, which gave her
the chance to be on the
national team. It was April
before the Scholars from each
state learned who had been
selected to the prestigious, AllUSA Community College Academic
Team.
“The entire process has been immensely
humbling, especially my time at the American Association
of Community Colleges conference in Chicago,” she said.
“All of the New Century Scholars were there, as well as
the All-USA Community College Academic Team. It was
such an incredible experience getting to meet the other
scholars and hear their stories. I felt very overwhelmed by
the caliber of people that I was surrounded by.”
Her high academic honors and recognition through

PTK also earned her two more scholarships: The Lyceum
Scholarship from the University of Mississippi and
the Guistwhite Scholarship through PTK. Only 15
community college transfer students are offered
the most prestigious, full-tuition, Lyceum
Scholarship, and only 15 students are
awarded the $5,000 Guistwhite
Scholarship.
Looking back as an incoming
freshman at JCJC, the English
major was not optimistic about
her educational future because
she didn’t score well on the ACT.
Because her father worked in the
oil industry, the family moved a lot.
Homeschooling was the best option
for the
family; however, she was not sure how
she’d compare to her peers once she entered college.
Now the JCJC graduate is entertaining the idea of
going to a more prestigious law school along with other
post-graduate opportunities because she is a member of
the elite, All-USA Community College Academic Team.
Approximately 1,700 students were nominated by more
than 800 community colleges for this honor.
Only one other JCJC student has earned both
prestigious honors in JCJC’s history, Zack Warren in 2014.
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JCJC Honor
Alumni 2015:
Hill, McClellan
and Strickland
Three Jones County Junior College alumni were
selected as Honor Alumni: 2006 JCJC graduate, Chris
Hill of Laurel and current Charlotte, North Carolina
resident; 1964 JCJC graduate, Mike McClellan of
Heidelberg and current Hattiesburg resident; JCJC
1956 graduate and instructor, Anne Forde Strickland
of Ellisville. The three were honored during a special
banquet in their honor prior to Homecoming festivities
on Saturday, October 10. They were also recognized
during half-time of the JCJC football game against East
Central.

“The three great people we are recognizing are
extraordinary people, with extraordinary lives. These
graduates have distinguished themselves in their very
diverse chosen professions. One has the mothering and
nurturing instincts that changed the lives of thousands
of people. The other showed the greatest leadership that
we’ve ever seen here at JCJC and the other is a bright
and shining star and the face of JCJC. They are just
outstanding people who’ve made a tremendous impact,”
said JCJC President, Dr. Jesse Smith.

Chris Hill  
Chris Hill is often remembered as the non-traditional
student who led on and off the football field as Student
Government Association President, Secretary of Phi Beta
Lambda International Honor Society and the student
worker of the late, Dr. Paul Hollomon in the Computer
Information Systems Technology department. He served
in the Marine Corps prior to becoming a Bobcat, earning
a National Defense Service Medal, the Navy & Marine
Corps Achievement medal and the Marine Corps Good
Conduct medal.
The JCJC Hall of Fame inductee and Phi Theta
Kappa member blazed a trail after leaving Jones by
continuing his football career with a scholarship at
Elizabeth City State University in North Carolina while
also earning his Bachelor of Science degree in Computer
Networking. Hill is a Thurgood Marshall Scholar which
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helped further launch his career and several internships,
including Corporate BMW, Intel Corporation, eBay,
Inc., the Department of Defense and a National Science
Foundation-GERT internship at Texas Tech University.
After earning his master’s degree in Information Systems
Management from Drexel University, Hill started working
at Microsoft in North Carolina in 2012 as a consultant
for the Private Cloud division and is now managing

several multi-million dollar projects. He is currently the
Project Manager leading the Microsoft Surface project
with the National Football League. Hill also owns
Venture Scholarship Consulting, which assists high school
and college students in locating, applying and securing
scholarships, internships and fellowships. He personally
helped endow his JCJC mentor and instructor, Dr. Paul
Hollomon’s memorial scholarship fund and Microsoft
matched his gift. More recently, Hill has been working

on several partnerships between JCJC and Microsoft to
help local school districts, community-based organizations
and local businesses in educational Science, Technology,
Engineering, & Mathematics (STEM) initiatives through
million dollar grants sponsored through the National
Science Foundation.
Chris, the son of Clementine Buchanan, has one 11-year
old daughter, Briana.
President’s Report 2016 | Page 26

Mike McClellan
Mike McClellan first landed on the JCJC campus
in 1962 as a standout football player and track star
from Heidelberg. The1963 football team he led as
quarterback just missed claiming the South Division title,
however McClellan’s efforts earned him numerous postseason honors including “Most Valuable Back” in the
League. He was named All-State, All-Region and JC GridWire All-American as a quarterback. He continued his
education at USM, where he held a long-standing record
for the lowest percentage interceptions for over 100 passes
and lettered in football and baseball.
The 2013 Mississippi Community and Junior College
Sports Hall of Fame recipient and JCJC Sports Hall of
Famer taught and coached for eight years before entering
the business world in pharmaceutical sales. Since its
beginnings in 1977, McClellan has been working at
Magnolia State Bank for 38 years, serving as a branch
manager and president, in Heidelberg and Hattiesburg.
In honor of McClellan’s many contributions to the college
and business community, Magnolia Bank established and
endowed a scholarship in his name.
Some of McClellan’s post-college contributions to JCJC
include serving on the JCJC Board of Trustees for 25
years, serving for six of his years as chairman. During his
tenure on the JCJC Board of Trustees, JCJC President, Dr.
Ronald Whitehead nominated McClellan to also serve as
the President of the State Board of Community & Junior
Colleges. McClellan was called on to speak before State
Legislators each year and discuss funding for community
colleges, among other responsibilities. When his son
Scotty enrolled at Jones, McClellan helped re-start the
golf program at JCJC. Mike and his wife Margie have
been married for 52 years with two children and four
grandchildren.
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Anne Ford-Strickland
After graduating from JCJC in 1956, Honor Alumna,
Anne Forde-Strickland earned her bachelor’s degree in
Business Education and her master’s in Adult Education
with a teacher certification in English from USM. She
started working at JCJC in 1980 in the Related Studies
Department helping students gain the confidence and
skills they needed to succeed in earning a college degree.
She later began working in the Single Parent-Displaced
Homemaker Program as federal funding became available
to help students prepare academically and socially for
college and work. Dr. Smith said the program was a
perfect fit for Anne because at the time, she was also a
single parent. Strickland helped change the lives of so
many people as a result.
In all, Strickland spent 21 years teaching at JCJC and
10 years in area high schools. Some of her honors and
awards include being named the 1989 South Mississippi
Teacher of the Year by the Mississippi Association of Adult
and Continuing Education department; receiving the
Soroptimist International of America’s 1994 recipient of
the Women Helping Women Award; being recognized
as a Lamplighter for being an outstanding Community
and Junior College instructor in 1994; being featured
on WDAM-TV’s Real Movers and Shakers-People Who
Make a Difference Series in 1995; and honored as the
1996 recipient of the Women Helping Women Award
by the City of Laurel. Strickland served as the 1997 South
Mississippi Regional Representative for the Displaced
Homemaker Program and the Board of Trustees for
William Carey University from 2006-2009.
Anne Forde-Strickland is a married to Dr. Randolph
Strickland and together they have three children, are the
grandparents of six and the great-grandparents of one.

JCJC names building in honor of former
Board of Trustees Chairman, Mike McClellan
Fifty-three years ago when Jasper County native,
Mike McClellan landed on the campus of Jones County
Junior College, he never dreamed the impact the Ellisville
campus would have on him, and he on JCJC. During
Homecoming festivities, a ribbon cutting ceremony was
held to officially name one of the buildings on campus after
McClellan.
McClellan Hall will be one of the first buildings
prospective students will see on campus, as it houses the
Office of Recruitment. The Marketing Department,
including Public Relations,
Journalism, Graphic Design and
Website Management are also
housed in the remodeled building.
The building was originally
constructed in 1948 from Army
surplus materials and was used
for barrack-style housing and
offices along with storage for
the National Guard units. It
was also used for vocational
programs, visiting athletic team
locker rooms, the maintenance
department and the math
department classrooms.

“Having a building named after you is truly humbling.
It’s basically not because of what I did. I have a lot of
people really supporting me; faculty, staff, the football
team. They did all the work and I got all the praise,” said
McClellan at the ceremony.
Current JCJC Board of Trustees Chairman, David
Garner praised McClellan as a man who stands out among
us. “Little did he know in the fall of 1962 when he took his
first steps on the JCJC campus that his life would hold true
to what someone once said, ‘Work in silence and let your
success be loud.’ Today, Mike, your
success is screaming.”
The list of McClellan’s
accomplishments is long, with the
most recent being named one of three
2015 JCJC Honor Alumni. From the
Bobcat football field to 25 years in
the Board Room, McClellan built a
legacy of leadership and dedication at
Jones, while also successfully achieving
a 38 year career with Magnolia State
Bank. McClellan’s family includes his
wife of 52 years, Margie, their two
children, Scotty and Suzanne, and four
grandchildren.
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Community College Presidents

Reaffirm Commitment to Strong Regio
The growth and impact of Mississippi industry is
dependent on equipping workers with the skills they need
to successfully fill jobs in the modern workforce. Multifaceted economic development plans and investments in
worker training and workforce development programs
have been identified as essential to grow and train the
state’s workforce.
Reaffirming their commitment to work together,
four Mississippi community college presidents in eastern
Mississippi, Dr. Jesse Smith of Jones County Junior
College, Dr. Billy Stewart of East Central Community
College, Dr. Thomas Huebner of East Mississippi
Community College and Dr. Scott Elliot of Meridian
Community College met to discuss the growth of a
dynamic workforce through Career & Technical degrees
and certificate programs, as well as fast-track customized
training.
Dr. Jesse Smith, also serving as current chairman of the
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Mississippi Association of Community and Junior Colleges,
voiced the group’s consensus, “It’s an exciting time for
this region. Our colleges, for the most part, are located
in close proximity to major interstates and industrial park
sites. As a region, we have the population base and the
training capacity to produce the kind of skilled workforce
that will prove attractive to prospective industry - whether
it’s automotive, aerospace, medical or whatever. All of our
colleges are focused on STEM-centered training activities
(science, technology, engineering, mathematics) that align
with the needs of industry. We’re all trying to stay ahead of
the curve.”
“All of our colleges want to deliver workforce training
in the most effective and efficient manner possible,”
pointed out Dr. Elliot of Meridian Community College.
“In that spirit, we’re not interested in duplicating effort.
In serving the needs of a relatively small mom-and-pop
business, as an example, it’s likely that the host college in
its district can well meet that company’s training needs.

First Legacy Tree dedicated
The first “Legacy Tree” on the Jones County Junior College
campus was dedicated in memory of Dick Anderson with
family and friends in a fitting ceremony on the Jones Hall
lawn. The 1943 Jones County Agricultural High School and
1956 JCJC alumnus was the 1993 Honor Alumnus of the
Year. As an active community member, he served as Mayor
of Ellisville for 14 years and served in the Mississippi House of
Representatives for eight years.
JCJC Foundation Board President, Robin Robinson added,
the live oak tree and plaque are only one way to honor his
legacy at JCJC and abroad.
“Mr. Anderson was one who lived his life to learn and to
love and because of you, to leave a legacy. This is the first
legacy tree we have and our vision is to have other trees in
memory of, or in honor of great people like Mr. Anderson. So
thank you (Anderson) family for this great honor and this great
opportunity to leave the legacy that Mr. Anderson has created
here in our area and statewide,” said Robinson.
Anderson was 90 when he died last year on January 30,
2015, after decades of leading and serving his family and his
community. He was the son of Amos Deason Anderson, Sr.,
and Laura Louise Lawrence Anderson. For more information
about Legacy Trees at JCJC, contact the Alumni and
Foundation Office at 601-477-4050.

onal Workforce
But if we can be successful in attracting
major industries to our region, like an
automobile manufacturer, then it’s going
to take the four of us in partnership to
likely meet the training needs of that
industry. We just want everyone to
know that we stand ready and willing to
join forces in that effort.”
Mississippi Development Authority
Executive Director Glenn McCollough
commended the East Central Mississippi
Region for their efforts. “It’s teamwork,”
he said. “They are four community
colleges all blending their resources
to say we are going to be the best in
workforce training. And that sort of
collaboration and teamwork among our
community colleges in Mississippi is the
key to a better-trained workforce.”
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Honors Institute
returns to Spain

Each year, students of the
Charles Pickering Honors Institute
have an opportunity to participate
in an international trip that allows
them personal learning experiences
in a new culture.
Spain and Portugal were this
year’s stop for the honors students,
a destination that was also the first
honors trip nine years ago.
“The sites were worth seeing
again, and I wanted to show new
students what previous students had
seen,” said Honors Institute Dean
Dr. Mark Taylor, regarding visiting
the honors college’s inaugural stop.
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Thirteen JCJC employees celebrated for retirement
Thirteen Jones County Junior College employees retired from the institution and were honored at the college’s annual
Retirement Tea. When combined, these employees provided nearly 263 years of service to JCJC. 2016 retirees pictured
include the following: Kim Bridges, Commercial Truck Driving instructor for eight and three-quarters years; Caren
Griffin, 25 years as instructor of political science and psychology; Deborah Cooley, 22 years, and Dianne Henderson,
over 23 years of instruction both in the practical nursing department; Diann McCoskey, 29 years in the Information
Technology department and the Advanced Technology Department; Meri Newell, 27 years, music education and
woodwind studies, assistant band director; Rebecca Patrick, over 32 years at JCJC as secretary to the president, sports
information director, public relations director, publications advisor and humanities instructor; Gary Suddith, small
business development director and regional director, career resource center director, assistant dean of career & technical
education, and the Jasper County Center director; Lori Tally, practical nursing program director and instructor for
10 years; and Lynn White, math instructor at JCJC for 13 years. Not pictured are: Linda Abercrombie, administrative
assistant, 23 ½ years; Jeannie Howard, library, 21 years; and Carlos Juliano, Spanish instructor, 17 years.
The May 17-26 trip allowed the 11 participants to sightsee
throughout Lisbon, Portugal, and the cities of Seville,
Cordoba, Granada and Madrid, Spain. Dr. Taylor said some
of the highlights for the six students included the Jeronimos
Monastery in Lisbon, the cathedrals in Seville and seeing
24,000 gather for a bullfight in Madrid.
“It was a wonderful opportunity for our students,” said
Taylor. “They were very interested in what they were seeing
and what they were learning.”
Student Chad Pennington said his favorite part of the trip
was seeing how the people of Spain lived and watching the
bullfight.
“I would definitely recommend other students to go on the
honors college trip because it was an amazing experience with
seeing a different culture, learning history, and being around a
great group of people,” he said.

Student April Rudolph also mentioned the bullfight, as well
as watching Flamenco dancers in Seville, and noticing how
every dish had eggs as an ingredient, including soup.
“I would highly recommend an honors college trip to
anyone with the opportunity,” Rudolph said. “This trip
opened my eyes to a whole new world and allowed me to
grow and become more independent as a person.”
Also attending were chaperones and JCJC President Dr.
Jesse Smith. Students saw a familiar face when they stopped
in Seville, the hometown of fellow JCJC student and Bobcat
tennis team member Raquel Rodriguez.
Students in previous years have had the opportunity to
visit destinations such as Morocco, Greece, Italy, Belgium,
Luxemburg, France, China, Norway, Sweden and Costa Rica.
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Free State of Jones
The Matthew McConaughey-driven
movie, “The Free State of Jones,” has many
ties to the area, including one closely
connected to JCJC. Long-time history
instructor Wyatt Moulds was asked to
provide historical consultation on the
Hollywood film.
Moulds provided detailed accuracy on
what life was like for yeoman farmers poor dirt farmers who lived off the land of
the Piney Woods. He was instrumental in
the movie correctly portraying the crops
the farmers planted, the clothes they wore
and the construction of their homes. The
main character of the movie was one of
those farmers, Newt Knight.
Movie magic and history intertwine in
the film, which premiered nationwide June
24. Although much of the filming took
place in Louisiana, which stood in for Jones
County, many related landmarks can be
found in the Piney Woods today. Knight’s
own gravesite can be found on private
land on the Jones and Jasper county line.
Knight’s fellow Confederate soldier turned
deserter was Jasper Collins, who is seen
in much of the movie. Turn off campus
and follow Augusta Road to the Union
Community, and there you will find his tombstone.
Such landmarks and their related stories are a passion for
Moulds, who will gladly share them with those interested in
learning more about the area’s history. Researching Newt
Knight wasn’t a new endeavor for Moulds. On the contrary,
it was an extension of something he began years ago.
Growing up, Moulds was aware he was related to Knight,
but he didn’t remember his family “being enthusiastic” about
it. It was when he became a college student at Jones that
Moulds became curious and researched his ancestor, using a
compilation of articles he found to write a research paper for
his English class.
With many historians to choose from for this project, the
fact that director Gary Ross wanted Moulds says something
about the caliber of JCJC and its instructors.
Even before the premiere, Moulds, the Newt Knight
history and the movie were featured on “CBS Sunday
Morning,” the Smithsonian, and various Mississippi media.
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“I hope it educates the younger generation,”
said Moulds of the movie. “I hope it will cast our
state in a favorable light nationally.”
Several JCJC students played extras in
the movie, including Joseph Hosey, Kensley
Keys, William Folkes, Andrew Adams, Blaine
Carpenter, John Robert Carpenter and Braden
Hodge.
With students using social media to display
photos of themselves in costume and swap stories
about seeing McConaughey on set, it’s obvious
their brush with Hollywood was all right, all
right, all right. The experience also renewed
their interest in history.
“The students from Jones County who were
in the movie have embraced Newt,” said Moulds.

Many of them were inspired to research their
genealogy to see on which side their ancestors
fought in the Civil War. Even JCJC student Erik
Buckley, son of Jones County District Attorney
Tony Buckley, who is from England, discovered
his great-great grandfather (on his mother’s side)
was a member of Knight’s company.
“I think it’s crazy,” said Erik. “Almost
everyone has some connection to the story.”
Director Gary Ross, as well as Moulds, stated
in interviews that the “Free State” story was inspired by
found documents and letters, including those written by the
Confederacy. Ross has set up a website that viewers can use to
research the documents for themselves: www.freestateofjones.
info.
Although the Civil War will always be a topic of debate,
there were several positives that came out of the movie. The
pre-buzz of “The Free State of Jones” made students and the
general public curious about Mississippi history and their
own genealogy. The movie itself brought more attention
to landmarks in and around Jones County, and it gave some
JCJC students a chance to experience Hollywood magic. It
also gave a descendant of Newt Knight a chance to tell a tale
that hadn’t been shared before.
Moulds said his favorite part of being involved in the movie
was, “the idea of seeing something I’ve studied and embraced
all my life come to the screen. It’s an area of history I’ve
always loved.”

College
AUGUST

T

I

M

17th

16th
Bobcat Brigade Recruiting Team
members lent a helping hand as
students and parents moved into dorms
on campus.

1st
Local artist Mandy
Buchanan’s floral
artworks were on
display in JC’s Eula
Bass Lewis Art
Gallery.

N

E

29th

The Bobcats used a strong second
half to defeat Pearl River 34-6 at
Bobcat Stadium/Sim Cooley Field in
the annual “cat fight.”

OCTOBER
The
Homecoming
theme was
Maroon & Gold
Rock and Roll.
The Ribbon
Cutting for
McClellan Hall
was celebrated
during the
Homecoming
weekend.
24th

SEPTEMBER

I

NOVEMBER

10th

Fall semester welcomed four
new faculty members, Jay Aultman,
Heating and A/C; Judson Vance,
English; Bharath Kandula, Physics; and
Brad Ellzey, Automotive.

L

Treats in the Streets brought
an estimated 3,000 participants to
campus. Blue Cross & Blue Shield
was welcomed as a new sponsor. This
year’s event featured “Jump City,” a
variety of inflatables.

3rd
Falck Safety Services signed a
partnership
with the
Jones
Clarke
County
Center in
Stonewall
as the
college’s
first
business
and training partner. Falck provides
safety training for the oil industry.

E

The first Inshore Classic Alumni
Fishing
Tournament
originated at
Mary Walker
Marina.
Profits
benefited
JCJC
Foundation Scholarships.

The month long Workforce
CDL course at the Wayne County
Center ended with 100% passing and
placement rate for center students.

Class of 2016 high school senior
students from the eight county district
visited campus throughout the year.
Senior Preview Days were hosted by
the JC Department of Recruitment and
the Bobcat Brigade.
4th
Sacred Heart High School claimed
the title of overall winner of the “Super
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College

T

I

M

8th

Bowl” of Math Championship in the
Jones County Junior College Bobcat
Math League.

31 practical nursing graduates took
part in the
pinning
ceremony
that
signified
the
completion
of the program.

A festive holiday spirit was shared
through Fine Arts performances and
the annual Christmas Tea.

JANUARY
28th

Chip
Cooley,
JC art
student,
stands at
the sight
of one
of two
sculptures unveiled on campus with
Gene and Libby Molloy of Laurel
Machine and Foundry, a corporate
sponsor of the PTK beautification
project.
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N

E

11th
Forrest County Justice Court Judge,
Gay Polk-Payton issued education
challenges
to students
at the annual
Black History
Month
celebration
on campus.

21st

10th

4th

I

213 were inducted into the
international honor society for two
year colleges, Phi Theta Kappa.

JCJC hosted SkillsUSA Leadership
Conference on campus with
approximately 300 middle and high
school students attending.

DECEMBER

L

17th

5th

Katie Avera was chosen as JC’s Most
Beautiful 2015.

E

JCJC Alumni Association hosted
Family and Friends Tailgating at the
A.B. Howard Gymnasium before the
basketball games versus MGCCC.

FEBRUARY
3rd
Dr.
Jesse
Smith
spoke
at the
annual
Capitol
Day
hosted
by the Mississippi Faculty Association
for Community and Junior Colleges
(MFACJC).

Former
JCJC
graduates,
Ben and Erin
(Raspberry)
Napier’s
Home Town
television
pilot was picked up as a regular
series for HGTV. Filming for the
10-episode season began in May in
Laurel.
26th
Sixteen
JCJC faculty
and staff
members
were
honored
for their accomplishments over
the previous year. The Faculty
Recognition Program overall winner
was Nikki Johnson, Fine Arts
instructor.
Helena
Gunnell,
Milton Newell,
Sr., Joey Davis
and Joseph
Herring were recognized for 30 years
of service with JCJC.

MARCH

MAY

18th

3rd

Area high school counselors
were welcomed to an informative
luncheon in Jones Hall, hosted by the
Department of Marketing and Office
of Recruitment.

APRIL
12th
Even a wet course
couldn’t dampen the
spirits of those who
supported the Alumni
Golf Tournament
20th
JCJC Foundation
and the Student
Government
Association unveiled
the new bronze
bobcat. The bobcat
will be a permanent
feature on campus.
28th
Associate
Degree
Nursing
Program’s
Alpha Delta
Nu Nursing Honor Society held its
fourth annual induction ceremony.
Men’s and Women’s Tennis Teams
advanced to National Tournament
play. Coach Mark Easley wrapped
up a very
successful
career as JC
Head Tennis
Coach and
will continue
as Dean of Student Affairs.

Softball Coach Chris Robinson was
honored for his military appreciation
efforts at the
Jones Athletic
Banquet.
Bobcat softball
hosted a military
appreciation
game during
the season.
5th
Campus was full of excitement
about District 23 wins by both the
JC Softball and Baseball Teams. The
Bobcat Softball Team ended the season
ranked #2 in the nation, coming up
short in the Championship game.

JUNE
2nd

Representatives from Ingalls
Shipbuilding tested and hired 19
students (3 welders, 8 pipefitters, 8
electricians) from the JCJC Greene
County Center.
5th

11th
2016 graduates of the Mississippi
Community College Leadership
Academy
included
Daryl
McDonald,
Wayne
County
Center
Director and Gary Suddith, Jasper
County Center Director.

A welcome home celebration by
friends, family and fans greeted the
National Champion Bobcat Baseball
Team after their World Series win at
the NJCAA Championship in Enid,
Oklahoma.
25th

13th
Spring Commencement Ceremonies
featured 623 candidates walking in two
ceremonies.
Students
received an
Associate in
Arts degree,
Associate
in Applied
Science
degree or a
Vocational
Certificate.

JCJC SkillsUSA students attended
the national competition in Louisville,
Kentucky. The CAD Engineering
Tech students won the Silver Medal
for Promotional Bulletin Board!
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BOARD OF

TRUSTEES JONES COUNTY JUNIOR COLLEGE

Mr. Charles Ashley, Jones County

Mr. Mike Evans, Wayne County

Mr. Tommy Parker, Jones County

Mr. Charles Breland, Greene County

Mr. David Garner, Smith County (Chairman)

Dr. Jalynn Roberts, Perry County

Mr. Zach Buckley, Jasper County

Mr. Jimmy Dale Hancock, Smith County

Mr. Albert Short, Jones County

Mr. Wilbert Carr, Jasper County

Mr. David Huff, Greene County

Mrs. Carolyn Smith, Clarke County

Ms. Freida Gunn Collins, Jones County

Mr. Bobby Jones, Wayne County

Mrs. Ann Tucker, Jones County

Mr. Stacy Comegys, Jones County

Mr. Cliff Kelly, Covington County

Mrs. Rita Windham, Clarke County

Dr. Scott Dearman, Perry County

Dr. Arnetta Keys Crosby, Covington County

Mr. Robert Sullivan, Board Attorney

DISTRICT COUNTY BOARD OF

SUPERVISORS

CLARKE COUNTY
Lorenzo Carter
Mickey Long
Darrick Marshall
Paul Mosley
Troy Smith

GREENE COUNTY
Wayne Barrow
Harold Cook
G. L. Dearman
William (Morris) Hill
Jerry Mills

JONES COUNTY
Johnny Burnett
Barry Saul
David Scruggs
Danny Spradley
Jerome Wyatt

SMITH COUNTY
Danny Arender
Kenny Cain
Benji Ford
Howard Hammons
Dwight Norris

COVINGTON COUNTY
Sterling Craft
Guy Easterling
John Holifield
Arthur Keys
Jimmy White

JASPER COUNTY
Curtis Gray, Sr.
Eddie Helms
Doug Rogers
Johnny Rowell
Sandy Stephens

PERRY COUNTY
Bobby Ray Bolton
Mitchell Hinton
Kevin Shows
Tommy Walley
Marc Williams

WAYNE COUNTY
Joe Dyess
Gaston Hutcherson
Jerry Hutto
David Mills
Tommy Roberts, Sr.
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EXECUTIVE CABINET

Dr. Jesse Smith,
President

Michael Bradshaw,
Assistant
to the President

Charlie Garretson,
Vice President
of Advancement

Sam Jones,
Vice President
of Student Affairs

Gwen Magee,
Assistant
to the President

Finée Ruffin,
Vice President
of Marketing & Recruiting

Jim Walley,
Vice President
of External Affairs

Candace Weaver,
Vice President
of Instructional Affairs

Rick Youngblood,
Vice President
of Business Affairs

BUDGET

FY 2016 Revenue by Source
FY 2016 Revenue by Source
FY 2016
Revenue
by Source
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Student Fees
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