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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Jones has a rich history of student success. Our faculty members have inspired outstanding graduates that serve and lead in our local
communities as well as on a global scale. It is always a delight to see our students succeed in college and, as time passes, to witness
young men and women excel in their chosen field of study and certainly in our collective communities. Success begins with the right
thought coupled with a desire to succeed of which Jones has been blessed immeasurably with both this past year.
Winning a national championship in softball tops our list of high achievements for the 2017-18 academic year. Several individual
national honors were bestowed within our athletic department, reflecting the depth of strong leadership offered at Jones for
student athletes, both on and off the field. Take a look at the gallery of portraits and honors featured in our “Bobcat Greats”
section. These individuals from across our campus make us proud.
Continued success requires knowing what to adapt and what to keep. Having an abundance of knowledge is one thing. But,
having an abundance of wisdom is all the more different. Just as our students mature and adapt for service and success, so
has Jones College. You will learn more in the future about our purposeful change so that our rich history of student success
continues for generations to come. We embrace the coming unique generations of students to insure that the knowledge they
have and acquire is tempered with even greater amounts of wisdom and good judgment.
The world of higher education is changing at such a rapid pace that experts easily recognize the change as a market
disruption. Some of the disruption will position Jones College in a fantastic position to insure student success. However,
other disruptions will only be mitigated by adaption and purposeful change. The kind of change that we all will be proud as
evidenced in our Inspire 2025 strategic plan that is the center of purposeful change.
Our mission is very clear! Student success is our driving force. You expect that we manage our resources wisely. We
confidently embrace that expectation and we provide here more evidence of our success. On behalf of every person that
makes Jones College their mission of service, we hope you enjoy reviewing another year or Inspired Greatness.
Sincerely,

Jones is committed to its
students to provide a
regularly updated safe campus
environment. As a part of this
ongoing effort, additional
lighting has been added to
frequently walked paths
throughout campus. Rows
of new light poles have
been installed to provide
safer, well-lit paths for
faculty and students to
walk about campus in
route to night time
classes and activities.
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INSPIRE 2025 JONES C

EXECUTIVE CABINET
Dr. Jesse Smith, President
Rick Youngblood, Chief Financial

Officer and Vice President of Business Affairs
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Marketing and Administrative Services
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Vice President of Advancement

Jim Walley, Vice President
of External Affairs (part-time)
not pictured
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Dean of the Workforce
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Training College

Dr. Jesse Smith presented a
graduation diploma to Taylor
Tullos of Raleigh during the
2017 summer 77th Annual
Commencement Ceremony at
the Ronald Whitehead Advanced
Technology Center.
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Hope Wheaton, native of Heidelberg, MS
was selected Southern Region Student of
the Year by the Mississippi Association of
Adult and Community Educator’s at their
annual conference. Wheaton is a Jones
Adult Basic Education student, and single
mother to three daughters.

Thirty-one practical nursing
students completed coursework
preparing them to take their
national licensure exam and
enter the workforce after the
August graduation and pinning
ceremony.

S COLLEGE’S STRATEGIC PLAN
Several trends have emerged and will continue to characterize higher education over the next decade, most notably,
a drop in the general high school student population; increased competition from traditional and non-traditional
education; and a reduction in consumers willing to invest in college. Research and data further support the need for
education transformation, characterized by innovation and change agents to better serve every student.
Few would argue that these shifts require fundamental re-thinking about the purpose and structure of higher education.
At Jones, an internal re-evaluation of student processes from enrollment to classroom practices, resulted in Inspire 2025,
a strategic plan for the future. Developed by the Jones leadership team, Inspire 2025 lays out a change in course of action
that assures the institution's best path forward to sustained long term growth and fulfillment of our mission.

By better inspiring student demand, the goal
is to reduce the hassles of the student, align with
in-state university partners and support the K-12
dual-credit model of accountability, as well as shift
the student perception of the institution.

2. INSPIRE STUDENT ENGAGEMENT
Efforts to increase student engagement will be made
through the improvement of the Quality Enhancement Plan
(QEP), inspiring interaction with faculty, and the creation of
demand-driven majors.

3. INSPIRE HEALTHY CAMPUS LIFE
The use of safety and intelligence, the creation of an
alternative energy source, the construction of student
villages, and the launch of learning communities and

student activities will be implemented to create a more
holistic and safe campus atmosphere.

4. RECOGNIZE INSPIRED GREATNESS
It is important to recognize the greatness that has inspired
the institution in the past and reflect on it as a foundation
for future goals. Recognizing inspired greatness will include
the launch of the $1M Inspire Campaign, encouraging 1,000
people to donate $1,000. It will also maximize the Jones
message to 40,000 alumni, as well as launch a new social
media campaign recognizing distinguished alumni.

5. INSPIRE RETURN ON DEMAND
Dependency on state dollars is not a viable long-term strategy.
The progression toward modern management techniques is
critical to institutional stability. To enhance our Return on
Investment, the goal is set to launch an online workforce
training college, transition athletics to a elf sustaining model,
and continue with success and quality leadership (SQL).

New faculty gathered around the bronze bobcat in the Student Pedestrian
Plaza during faculty orientation: Amy Wooten, Radiology; David Goldblatt,
Fine Arts-Piano instructor; Melinda Butler, Biology; Sylvina Buckley,
Cosmetology; Kristopher Grant, Fine Arts-Percussion; Tasha Thames,
Biology; Mackenzie Edgley, Fine Arts-Low Brass; Amelia Cowart, AD
Nursing; Amy Townsend, AD Nursing and Cody Robertson, Electronics.

SEPTEMBER

1. INSPIRE STUDENT DEMAND

Student elections resulted
in the announcement of the
2017 Homecoming Court with
August Parker, Northeast Jones
High School graduate (bottom
center), selected as queen.
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FORCES OF NATURE U

First Day of Classes 2017 - Eclipse

“Even though we
weren’t in the line
of totality, it was
one of the most
amazing things
to experience.
And what a
way to start
the school year!”

Around 400 students and staff gathered on the spacious front
green space of Jones Hall on August 21st to experience a partial
solar eclipse. Science Department Faculty distributed free
solar eclipse glasses until depleted to long winding lines
of students outside the Science Building.
Many students expressed their excitement that
the solar event was a sign of a good year to
come.
Although students did not experience
a total eclipse, they marveled at the
1:15 p.m. darkness on campus
and celebrated being a part
of something that has
occurred only once in
the United States,
99 years ago.
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Culinary arts students, under
the direction of instructor
and chef, Micah Moore,
prepared a Homecoming
day brunch worthy of
celebration for alumni and
friends of the college.

OCTOBER

Mary Jo Wedgeworth, (second
from left) was honored at the
2018 Homecoming Alumni and
Friends Brunch. Mrs. Wedgeworth,
Jones alumni member, rode in the
lead car during the homecoming
parade, serving as parade marshal.

Precious Graham

Student Government Association
officers were elected to represent
students for the academic school
year in each residence hall,
academic division and career
and technical division, as well as
student-athletes.

E UNITE JONES

HURRICANE HARVEY RELIEF, LABOR DAY WEEKEND 2018

Many Jones students were barely school age when Hurricane Katrina ravaged
South Mississippi in August of 2005. Spurred on by Katrina memories and led by
Dr. Jesse Smith, president of the college, students, faculty and staff braved the
summer heat at the distribution center on campus to help gather, sort and pack
staple items. Pallets of supplies were delivered by 18 wheeler for distribution
to Houston, Texas residents devastated by Hurricane Harvey flood waters,
following its landfall on August 17th.
Donations of bottled water, cleaning supplies, personal hygiene items and
non-perishable food items were accepted over the Labor Day holiday weekend
by hundreds of JCJC students, faculty and staff. Generous Pine Belt residents
also gave monetary donations through the JCJC Foundation Inc., to purchase
items for Hurricane Harvey victims that were distributed via the Voluntary
Organizations Active in Disasters organization in Houston.
Donated resources from Endom Trailer, Parish Transport LLC., and
Howard Industries helped make the Jones drive for the Houston area a big
success.

LET IT SNOW, LET IT SNOW – JANUARY 16TH
No sooner than campus operations had resumed after the Christmas
Break, South Mississippi weather took an uncharacteristic turn as
winter storms turned much of the Jones eight county district and
campus into a beautiful winter wonderland of snow along with icy
roads and hazardous road conditions.
Classes were cancelled for several days, but students living on
campus found new daily activities experiencing Mother Nature’s
rare treat to the area, a definite memory maker for the 2017-18
academic year.

Switching from mostly math questions to the
integration of STEM, Science, Technology, Engineering
and Math, resulted in a new dimension of competition
in the area high school tournament sponsored by
Jones County Junior College’s Bobcat Math League.
Wayne County emerges as champs.

“Bobcats at the Bank” sponsored by JC Department
of Recruiting, welcomed over 150 high school senior
students from area schools. Students were treated
to tailgating and attending the football game, along
with the opportunity to participate in a guided tour of
campus.
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PORTRAITS OF G
KATIE HERRINGTON
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Kaleigh Schmidt was chosen “JC’s
Most Beautiful” at the pageant held in
the Fine Arts Building on campus and
sponsored by The Lair, yearbook staff.

2 0 1 8

PRVEPA – Thousands of customers from the Pearl River
Valley Electric Power Association voluntarily pay a few
cents more on their electric bill to sponsor numerous
scholarships each year. Forty-five Jones students
received $800.00 in scholarships from the funds
collected by PRVPA’s “Round up for Education.”

JANUARY

Jones County Junior College
Athletic Director Katie
Herrington is the 19th recipient
of the NJCAA Loyalty Award. The
national award “is given to an active
athletic director in the National
Junior College Athletic Association
membership that has worked to
uphold the ideals of the organization.
Significant to this award is leadership
in an athletic program exemplifying
excellence both on the field/court and in
the classroom.” Herrington has provided
exceptional leadership for both the Bobcats
and the entire NJCAA for over 25 years in
a variety of roles. Herrington served as the
Region XXIII Women’s Director from 19972011. She was named the Mississippi Junior
College Women’s Basketball Coach of the Year
in 1990. In 2008, she was selected as the JCJC
Faculty of the Year. She also was the recipient of
the 2015 Fellowship of Christian Athletes Dave
“Boo” Ferriss Influence Award.

F GREATNESS
CHRIS ROBINSON

Head coach Chris Robinson guided the JCJC women’s
softball team to win its final 21 games in a row, resulting
in state, regional and national titles. It was the first
ever national softball championship victory at Jones.
Robinson was named Region 23 Coach of the Year and Coach
of the National Tournament. He has worked tirelessly to build
a successful, nationally recognized softball program and has
compiled a remarkable 282-89 record in his seven years in
head coaching. JC is 231-43 over the past five seasons.

KATIE DURHAM, CHRIS ROBINSON,
BOB HERRINGTON

Carlos Bell, current Director
of Engagement with the
Port of Gulfport, presented
the Black History Leadership
Program remarks on campus
on February 13th, entitled
“Leading from Within.”

MARCH

The cheerleading squad placed
2nd in sideline and timeout game
day competition at the UCA
College Camp at the University of
Alabama Championship in January.
Bobcat cheerleaders are pictured
with Dr. and Mrs. Jesse Smith.

FEBRUARY

National honors were afforded to the Jones Women’s Softball coaching
staff who were recognized as National Fastpitch Coaching Association
(NFCA) NJCAA Division II South Region Coaching Staff of the Year. Head
Coach Chris Robinson, associate coach, Bob Herrington, and assistant
coach, Katie Durham, guided Jones to the NJCAA Division II national
championship in May.

English Honor Society
student members of Sigma
Kappa Delta held a book
drive to donate to student
school libraries. More than
70 books were collected
for area schools.
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SANDRA WELLS SUMRALL
Former Jones County Junior College women’s basketball coach Sandra Wells
Sumrall was inducted into the Mississippi Community/Junior College Sports
Hall of Fame in April. Sumrall served as head coach of the Jones County Junior
College women’s basketball team from 1999-2015. She guided the Lady Bobcats
to MACJC championships in 2001, 2009, 2010 and 2015 and owned a 239-144
coaching record at Jones. Sumrall is the 15th representative of JCJC to join the
prestigious group

DR. JESSICA BUNCH, KATELYNN MCGOWEN
Math instructor, Dr. Jessica Bunch and pre-med/biology major,
Katelynn McGowen received accolades for excellence in education
from the Mississippi Legislature in February. The event referred
to as HEADWAE (Higher Education Appreciation Day, Working for
Academic Excellence) honored 70 outstanding students and faculty
members from Mississippi public, private and community colleges
at the annual luncheon in Jackson. Bunch is also the commissioner
of the Bobcat Math League, an exciting team competition league
sponsored by Jones for area high schools.

STACY RUTH

APRIL

The Mississippi Humanities Council recognized social science
instructor, Stacy Ruth, as the MHC Teacher of the Year for Jones,
recognizing her insightful presentation about the evolution of family
through cartoons. Ruth has taught Sociology, Social Problems and
Marriage and Family classes at JCJC for 25 years.

The Radionian, campus
newspaper, won 11 first place
awards at the O.C. McDavid
Press Association Education
Foundation’s Better
Newspaper Contest in the
community college division.

PAGE 8 PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2018

Two Jones students,
Donna Collins of Ovett
and Amanda McKenzie of
Seminary, were inducted
into the Associate Degree
of Nursing, Alpha Delta Nu
Honor Society.

Welding student Billy Joe Clark along
with other welding students partnered
with Kids Hub to make trophies for the
new child advocacy center’s fundraising event. Students utilized pistons, spark
plugs, chains, valves, gears, rotors and
breaks to construct their works of art.

STEVE BUCKLEY, MISSY BILDERBACK, DOLORES DEASLEY, BROOKS BUFFINGTON
Four Jones County Junior College head coaches were honored by the Mississippi Association of Coaches (MAC) Community
College in their respective sports for their 2017-18 season. Steve Buckley was honored in football as MAC Coach of the Year.
Missy Bilderback was recognized in women’s basketball as MAC and Region 23 Coach of the Year, and Dolores Deasley received
the Region 23 top honor in women’s soccer. Brooks Buffington topped the list being honored in women’s tennis not only as
MAC and Region 23 Coach of the year but additionally as ITA Region III Coach of the Year. Awards were presented at the annual
MAC Coaches Hall of Fame Banquet in the fall and spring in Jackson.

ERIC WILLIAMS, JESSICA BUNCH, LUKE HAMMONDS
Three Jones administration and faculty members were chosen to be included in the ninth class of the
Mississippi Community College Leadership Academy. Eric Williams, Assistant Director and instructor of
Emergency Medical Services, Dr. Jessica Bunch, math instructor, and Luke Hammonds, Director of Human
Resources, took part in the Education Leadership Program at Mississippi State University. The Academy
was designed and implemented by the Mississippi Community College Foundation with support from the
Stennis Institute of Government at MSU as a method of addressing the need for a leadership succession plan
in Mississippi community colleges.

DANNY WOOTEN, SANDI FLYNT, LINDA FORTENBERRY,
PAUL JOHNSON

Administrators and the JC
Foundation honored faculty and
staff at their annual celebration of
employees’ years of service to the
college. Tim Ishee was honored
for his 30 years of teaching
Agriculture Science at Jones.

Gabe Bozeman, Graphic Designer,
was recognized as the Top Support
Staff Member for the academic
year by the JC Foundation. Winners
selected in various categories were
presented plaques, certificates and
cash awards.

MAY

Faculty and staff that retired in the calendar year 2017-1018 were honored at the end of the year Retirement
Tea on the Jones campus. Retirees included Sandi Flynt, Paul Johnson, Danny Wooten and Linda Fortenberry.
The group’s combined years of service to Jones totaled 91 years.

The 2018 Top of Class
program honored area high
school valedictorians and
salutatorians with a breakfast
at the campus home of Jones
President, Dr. Jesse Smith and
his wife Jennifer.
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SCHOLARSHIPS AND A
MS PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING
SOCIETY AWARDS SCHOLARSHIPS
Institution
of Higher
Learning,
Accredited
College of
Engineering.

National Engineering Week, held every year in February,
spotlights the engineering profession and the partnership
between the Southeast Area Chapter of the Mississippi
Professional Engineering Society (MPES) and the Jones
Engineering Club. During this week, Jones pre-engineering
students are honored through the awarding of individual
scholarships to help further their degrees at a Mississippi
Jones Marketing staff
received a 1st place
award at the College
Public Relations
Association of
Mississippi (CPRAM) for
their President’s Report
entry “We are Jones.”
Shawn Wansley, Sports
Information Director
received two second
place awards.
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Four sophomores
were awarded
tuition scholarships
through the MPES
with the stated
purpose to help assure
that the profession and
the students thrive.
Ben Armour of Laurel,
James Coleman of Laurel,
Maggie Merrell of New
Hebron and Christopher
Powe of Buckatunna were
chosen scholarship recipients, with their selection based
on several parameters, including, character, integrity, an
essay, and the application. The Jones students receiving
scholarships are members of the Jones Engineering Club
with GPA’s ranging from 3.5 to 4.0. More than $37,000.00
of scholarships have been awarded since 1995 to MPES
scholarship recipients.

Braving the summer heat, art instructor, Mark Brown,
and Jones students Mady May, Brianna Pace, Grace
Leavitt and Alyssa Jensen, painted a wall mural in Mize
reflecting Smith County’s Mississippi Watermelon Festival.

D AWARDS

SOPHOMORES EARN GOLD KEY AWARDS

Each year, sophomore students at JCJC re voted on from a narrowed field of students
who best represent the college in three categories: Merit, Leadership and Athletics. The
six Jones County Junior College sophomores were recognized during spring graduation
practice.
The Merit Gold Key recipients were Katelynn McGowen of Moselle and Jonathan
Taylor of D’Iberville. Leadership Gold Key recipients were Cheyenne Fraun of Pearl and
Paxton Holder of Moselle. Miguel Morgan, a JCJC baseball player from Ellisville and Mia
Holmes, soccer player from Brandon were selected for the Athletic Gold Key Award.

JUNE

Additionally, thirteen sophomores received the Academic Gold Key honor as a result
of their 4.0 GPA. JCJC students that earned the Academic Gold Key honor include:
Carli Bryant of Hattiesburg; Karoline Butler of Laurel; Carmin Childs of Sumrall;
Ashton Dodd of Ellisville; Kathryn Gilbert of Bay Springs; Alonso Hernandez of
Ellisville; Jacqueline Holifield of Soso; Kaylee Miller of Ellisville; Dallas Moseley of
Waynesboro; Bryce Murphy of Laurel; Henry Taylor of D’Iberville; Jonathan Taylor
of D’Iberville and Ember West of Sumrall.
Katelynn McGowen,
May Jones graduate,
was selected to
participate in the
undergraduate portion
of the Mississippi Rural
Physicians Scholarship
Program (MRPSP).
MRPSP translates to
60 medical students
receiving a total
of $1,800,000.00 to
support their continued
education.

At the end of the first year of participation in the MS Space Grant Consortium, ten Jones students were awarded scholarships of $550 each.
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SCHOLARSHIPS AND A
PBL STUDENTS
EARN NATIONAL
AWARDS

Eleven students attended the Phi
Beta Lambda National Conference in
Baltimore, Maryland with more than
half placing in the top ten of the national
PBL competitions. Three students just
missed winning top honors but were
extremely thrilled with capturing second
place at a national competition. Laura Rau
of Petal placed second in the nation in Client
Services, receiving a $200 cash award and
trophy. The network design team of Dustin
Coats of Pascagoula, Brett Denson of Petal,
and John Kohnke of Purvis placed second in
the nation, taking home a $400 cash award
and trophies. In the Administrative Technology
contest, Daniel Easley of Laurel placed second
in the nation, receiving a $200 cash award and
trophy.
“This trip was full of many new and incredible
opportunities for PBL club members. It helped us
grow closer as a PBL family, and I couldn’t be more
grateful for this opportunity,” said Easley.
Additionally, Easley placed tenth in the nation in
Computer Applications. Erica Murphy of Hattiesburg
also earned two national trophies by placing sixth in the
nation in Project Management and eighth in the nation in
Programming Concepts.
All of the 11 JCJC students attending the national
competition and conference placed first or second at the
state PBL conference and competition in February to qualify
for the national competition in June. Besides the six placing
in the top-10 in the national competition, Tyler Rouse of
Lucedale competed in the Business Decision Making category.
Melissa (Camille) Hankins of Laurel competed in Management
Concepts and Marketing Concepts. Donavan Rome of Petal competed in Programming Concepts. Grant Valverde of Enterprise
competed in Network Concepts, and Landon Williams of Waynesboro competed in Public Speaking.
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D AWARDS

SHOEMAKER EARNS MISSISSIPPI’S 1ST NEW
CENTURY WORKFORCE PATHWAY SCHOLARSHIP

JCJC students continue to set the standard in the state in computer programming and web design. Graduate Dakota
Shoemaker earned the first ever awarded, Phi Theta Kappa International Honor Society’s New Century Workforce Pathway
Scholarship. The Wayne County native earned the top score in the state from the more than 2,000 applications from 1,600
college campuses across the country. Students
were evaluated on academic achievement,
leadership, service and significant endeavors
with Shoemaker earning the 2018 NCWP
Scholarship for Mississippi.
As the top Mississippi student,
Shoemaker earned a $1,250 scholarship
and will be nationally recognized in New
York, at the Association of Community
College Trustees Congress in October.
Co-sponsors of the NCWP Scholarship
program are Phi Theta Kappa and The
Coca-Cola Foundation.
Shoemaker plans to start
the Information Technology
(Developer) program at the
University of Southern Mississippi
this fall. The Clara native was
nominated by JCJC computer
information systems instructor,
Jennifer Powell because of
Shoemaker’s dedication. Not
only was she working at a
restaurant in Waynesboro
with more than a full load
of classes, Shoemaker was
also volunteering at a local
nursing home and an
animal shelter. Despite
all the challenges,
she kept a 3.8 GPA
and finished the
Information Systems
Technology program
early.
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SCHOLARSHIPS AND A

Pictured left to right are: Jonathan Taylor, Director of Honors in Action Project-Diamondhead; Samuel Houston, Historian-Laurel;
Sidnee Watkins, Director of College Project-Laurel; Jess Robbins, Freshman Representative-Oak Grove; Katelynn McGowen, VP of
Leadership and Service-Moselle; Cheyenne Faun, President-Pearl; Paxton Holder, VP of Fellowship-Moselle; Alyssa Jensen, Director
of Campus Activities-Hattiesburg and Henry Taylor, VP of Scholarship-Diamondhead.

VIETNAM VETERAN DOCUMENTARY CONTRIBUTES TO HIGH AWARDS
A unique project by JCJC’s Rho Sigma chapter members of
Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society (PTK) caught the eye of the
judges, earning several honors at International and Regional
competitions. The theme, “Nostalgia and Pathos” earned first
place honors, and the Honors in Action project, an oral history
documentary based on that award winning theme, took 7th place
overall in the Regional competition.
Five Vietnam veterans from the Veteran’s Home in Collins were
interviewed for the oral history documentary by members of Jones
PTK. However, the final version of the student-led documentary
about the Vietnam soldier’s experiences focused on the stories of
three men from Jones County. The group’s final project Vietnam
video was viewed by 500 students and dozens of local veterans at

Northeast Jones High School.
Internationally, the Jones PTK representatives received awards
for Distinguished Honors in Action Project and Distinguished
Chapter, in addition to being named a top 100 chapter.
Distinguished Chapter awards are determined based on the
combined score for the Honors in Action and College Projects.
The Jones team’s efforts yielded high scores, resulting in their
recognition as one of 35 out of 1300 chapters, chosen for these
prestigious awards.
Other Regional awards for JCJC’s PTK Rho Sigma chapter
included third place honors for the scrapbook and ninth place
overall for the College Project. They were also named as a fivestar chapter and the 5th most distinguished chapter in the region.

JCJC graduate, McKenna Pippen earned a SCOAR Scholarship while competing at the
National SkillsUSA competition in June. The Southeastern Construction Owners and
Associates Roundtable awarded sixteen, $1,000 scholarships to students who wish to
pursue their education or credentialing in a construction-related field.
Pippen, a Seminary native, has almost completed the Drafting and Design program at
JCJC.
She is the only college student from Mississippi who earned a SCOAR scholarship.
Additionally, she is one of 10 JCJC students who recently earned the new Mississippi
Space Grant Consortium Scholarship.
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D AWARDS

SKILLSUSA STUDENTS PLACE IN TOP 10 AT NATIONAL COMPETITION

All four Jones County Junior College students placed in the Top 10 at the National SkillsUSA
contest in Louisville, Kentucky. Ben Smith of Quitman finished fourth in the Sheet Metal
category while Mayson Norton of Mobile, Alabama, finished sixth in the Related Technical
Math competition. The team of Justin Aultman of Saginaw, Michigan and current resident
of Seminary, and McKenna Pippen of Seminary placed seventh nationally with their
original product, “Trash It” in the new competition category, Engineering Design.
Additionally, Pippen was one of 15 recipients of a Southeastern Construction Owners and
Associates Roundtable (SCOAR) Scholarship as part of the nationals SkillsUSA program.
Participating students were offered several days of interactive experiences, from
orientations, vendor Techspos, competitions, debriefing sessions, and meeting with
prospective employers.
JCJC SkillsUSA advisor, Ryan Hearn said this was the first time in his six-years as
advisor that all of JCJC’s students placed in the Top 10 at the National SkillsUSA
competition. Each of these students earned first place in the state SkillsUSA
competition in April to be invited to compete on the national level.

SOPHOMORES SELECTED TO RECEIVE PRESTIGIOUS TULLOS SCHOLARSHIP
What an honor for five sophomores at Jones to be named as Tullos Scholars! The five students selected were James Garner
of Mize, Erica Murphy of Hattiesburg, Henry Clay Taylor and Jonathan Taylor of Diamondhead and Nancy Williams of
Toomsuba. They distinguished themselves through their scholarship service to others, academic achievements, involvement
in college activities, community service and leadership position to be chosen for this honor.
Each student was honored at a special banquet where they received medallions and $1,000 scholarships of being named
after the scholarship donors, the late, Gene Tullos, and his wife, Nada Tullos.
All five Jones students are members of the international honor society, Phi Theta Kappa and were nominated by faculty to
apply for the Tullos Scholarship at the end of their freshmen year. Requirements for the scholarship include being a full-time
freshman, submitting a resume with two-faculty recommendation
letters, exhibiting outstanding academic achievements, being
engaged in college activities and leadership positions, along with
participating in community service.
Gene Tullos was a 1962 JCJC alumnus and a Bobcat basketball
player. He was elected as Mr. JCJC in 1962 by his peers and
served on the JCJC Foundation, Inc. Board from 2008 until
2016. Tullos was also named JCJC Honor Alumnus in 1999 and
was inducted into the JCJC Sports Hall of Fame in 2008 and
into the Mississippi JUCO Sports Hall of Fame in 2009. Tullos
considered endowing scholarships his way of returning the
“favor” to the college for his excellent experience at JCJC,
jumpstarting a great foundation to begin law school.
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6 BOBCATS

(Aimee Durn – Women’s Soccer;
Alexis Tolefree and Nique CherryWomen’s Basketball; Kelsha Loftin,
Karli Perque, Emily Robinson-Softball)
were named All-Americans.

2017-2018 ATHL
FOOTBALL

17

student-athletes
had a perfect 4.0 GPA and were

Head Coach Steve Buckley’s Football Bobcats went 8-2 and won the MACJC South Division
in 2017. Both of their losses were to East Mississippi Community College, in the regular
season and the first round of the playoffs. Buckley was named MACJC South Division and
MAC Coach of the Year. He is 14-5 in two seasons as JCJC head coach.

named NJCAA Academic First-Team.

BASEBALL

26

student-athletes
had a GPA of 3.80 and higher,

earning them *MACJC Distinguished
Academic All-State Honors.

38
48

The Jones baseball Bobcats finished the season with a 38-11 record and were ranked
in the top five for most of the season. They finished second in the MACJC and
advanced to postseason play for the 10th consecutive year, ultimately eliminated
in the opening round best-of-3 series by Hinds. The Bobcats have posted a 13824 record in Head Coach Chris Kirtland’s three seasons with an .851 winning
percentage.

82 counties

of Mississippi’s
were represented by Jones athletic teams in
2017-18.

student-athletes

MEN’S TENNIS
The pendulum of success swung toward Brooks Buffington’s women’s tennis
program, but the men’s tennis team battled hard to post 7 team wins as
part of their 19 match schedule. They finished fifth in the MACJC/Region 23
Tournament. Jones and had a 3.15 GPA which earned them NJCAA Honorable
Mention Academic Team of the Year honors.

signed senior college scholarships,
2017 – 2018.
In 2018, JCJC student-athletes had a

93.5 %

graduation rate.

MEN’S SOCCER
It was a disappointing outcome for the season for Head coach Brendan
Connolly's men's soccer team who went 6-8-1. Connolly, in only his
second season as head coach, brings back solid recruits and veteran
players focused on practice and conditioning as they prepare for Fall
2018.

JCJC women’s soccer was named

*MACJC Academic
Team of the Year

for having the highest GPA.

*Mississippi Association of Community and Junior College
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MEN'S BASKETBALL
A year of rebuilding was underway in Randy Bolden's inaugural
season as men's basketball head coach. The Bobcats posted a 1211 overall record and finished 7-7 in MACJC South Division play.
Post season accolades were awarded to Shemar Johnson (New
Hope), who was selected to participate in the MACJC All-Star
Basketball Game and scored 19 points for the South team.

HLETIC YEAR RECAP
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LADY BOBCATS WIN FIRST-EVER NATIONAL S
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AL SOFTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP!
It was just a matter of time.
Jones County Junior College had been about as close as a team could
get to winning a national championship in softball.
They had finished runnerup three straight seasons and the hunger was
evident as the Lady Bobcats went about their business in 2018.
Jones rolled to an amazing 54-3 record and blitzed the competition in
the NJCAA Division II National Tournament at Traceway Park in Clinton,
Mississippi.
The season culminated with an 18-2 victory over Phoenix College (Arizona)
on May 19 in the title game.
“We are so excited to have brought the first junior college National
Championship in Mississippi to Jones County,” said JCJC head coach Chris
Robinson. “I’m so proud of their accomplishment, grit and desire to represent
Jones County and the state of Mississippi like they did. They were determined
since the national championship the year before to get back to that game and win
it.”
Jones entered the season ranked No. 2 in the NJCAA Division II preseason poll.
Not only was it JCJC’s first national title in fast-pitch softball, it was also the first
national title in the sport for an MACJC school.
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JONES WOMEN’S W
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Jones County Junior College knew they would be good heading into the
2017-18 women’s basketball season. JCJC had gone 30-2 in the previous
season and returned All-Americans Alexis Tolefree and Nique Cherry. The
2016-17 Lady Bobcat team won MACJC and Region 23 tournament titles and
reached the Elite Eight of the NJCAA Division I Basketball Tournament in
Lubbock, Texas.
Jones entered the 2017-18 season ranked No. 9 in the NJCAA Division I
preseason poll. They climbed as high as No. 3 in the nation.They went on to win
the state and region crowns again and made another appearance in the national
tournament. Jones ended the year at 26-4.
“This was a special season,” reminisced JCJC head coach Missy Bilderback.

WOMEN’S SOCCER
No one was expecting this. The Jones County Junior College women’s soccer team
captured the 2017 MACJC/Region 23 Tournament with a 3-2 victory over previously
undefeated and 16th-ranked Holmes on Oct. 29 Ridgeland’s Freedom Ridge Park.
It was the second straight state/region crown for the Lady Bobcats and the fourth in
school history – all under the guidance of head coach Dolores Deasley. “I could not be
prouder of the effort put forth by every single player,” Deasley said, reflecting on winning
the state/region championship.
Jones had reached the title game with a dramatic win by penalty kicks over Mississippi Gulf
Coast in the semifinals. That game ended in a 1-1 tie, but Jones advanced by penalty kicks,
4-3. In the title game, Jones’ Aimee Durn got the winning goal when she put the ball in the
back of the net off a rebound. Keeper Mia Holmes was outstanding in goal for the Lady Bobcats.

WOMEN’S TENNIS
The Jones County Junior College women’s tennis team enjoyed an outstanding 2018 season.
Head coach Brooks Buffington’s Lady Bobcats went 15-3 during the regular season, won the
MACJC/Region 23 Tournament and finished tied for No. 13 in the NJCAA Division I National
Tournament – the highest Division I finish for a Lady Bobcat tennis team.
“I had a great group of quality young women,” Buffington said. “Along with tennis they were
very involved with on campus activities and devoted to their grades. The core discipline they had
helped them to excel on and off the court. They were fighters on the court with a deep desire to win
for one another. It was always about the team’s success over their individual success.”
At the state tournament at Meridian’s Northeast Tennis Park, Beth Owen won the No. 3 singles
championship. Ariadna Jordan advanced to the finals in No. 2 singles, while Mireia and Ariadna Jordan
reached the finals of No. 1 doubles. Owen and Kaylee McLaurin made the finals of No. 2 doubles with
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S WINNERSVILLE
“To win back to back state and Region 23 titles is very tough to do. Our players had a lot of pressure and
expectations this year, but I thought they handled it exceptionally well.”
The Lady Bobcats cruised through regular season play, posting a 20-3 record and easing to another MACJC
South Division crown. They captured the state tournament with three solid wins, including a 78-53 victory
over Copiah-Lincoln in the championship game on March 1. It was more of the same the following week
as the Lady Bobcats had three more impressive victories and claimed the Region 23 Tournament title at
Mississippi College with a 98-74 win over Co-Lin on March 9. Tolefree had 50 points in that victory.
The Lady Bobcats made their second straight appearance in the national tournament in Lubbock where
they fell 78-69 in the 16th round to eventual national runnerup Trinity Valley College (Texas).
“This team had a goal from day one of getting back to the NJCAA National Tourney and they had the
mindset to not let anything stand in their way,” Bilderback added. “I am really proud of all the young
ladies and thankful we had a chance to have such a fun journey together.”

Deasley offered extra praise for key players in the region championship game: Mia Holmes, who
was outstanding in goal and considered number one keeper in the state; Aimee Durn, who carried
the attack on her back along with Erica Gaddie who was solid at center back. Jones ended the
season at 9-3-2 and advanced to the NJCAA District H playoffs where they were defeated in the
early rounds.
“I am extremely proud of the level of resilience and determination showed by each player
throughout the season,” Deasley said. “Being hit by big injuries all season required players to
step up when it mattered most. Thankfully, we had that in our locker.”
The Lady Bobcats also had a 3.47 team GPA – the highest GPA for any women’s soccer team
in the NJCAA – which earned them MACJC Academic Team of the Year honors for women’s
soccer. They were also named an NJCAA Honorable Mention Academic Team of the Year.

August Parker and Brooke Cran making the finals of No. 3 doubles.
“At state they did what they had done all year,” Buffington said. “They prepared well
physically and mentally off the court. While on the court they competed hard, made
necessary adjustments when needed and supported one another.”
Jones then went to the national tournament in Waco, Texas.
They picked up 14 points to lead all MACJC/Region 23 schools.
Mireia Jordan also made history by claiming the No. 1 singles consolation round title.
McLaurin advanced all the way to finals of the No. 4 singles consolation round.
The Lady Bobcat tennis team also had a 3.70 GPA – the highest for any sport on
campus. It was also the second highest in the MACJC and the third best in the NJCAA.
That also earned them NJCAA Academic Honorable Mention Team of the Year honors.
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HALL OF FAME CELEBR

2017 JCJC Sports Hall of Famers are pictured left to right, son Brent Barry for the late William T. “Bill”
Barry, Sandra Sumrall, Misty M. Moore, and Dr. Gene Lasley.
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BRATES INDUCTEES
JCJC alumni, William T. “Bill” Barry, Dr. Gene
Lasley, Misty M. Moore and Sandra Sumrall
joined the 45-member JCJC Sports Hall of Fame in
2017. They were honored at a banquet and during
halftime of the September 7th football game.
As a standout football and track player from
Quitman, William T. “Bill” Barry’s talents helped
the 1968 football team to a state and national
championship. He was named All-State and AllAmerican in 1969 as a wide receiver. He also won the
state 440-yard dash and was a member of the 880yard dash relay and 440-yard dash relay teams.
As a wide receiver/wingback for Ole Miss, he helped
the Rebels to a 10-2 record and a 41-18 win over
Georgia Tech in the 1971 Peach Bowl. He turned down
the opportunity to play for the Chicago Bears to begin
a career in banking and finance. He worked for Citizens
National Bank and joined the Mississippi Business Finance
Corporation where he was named Executive Director in 1988.
Barry died on Dec. 31, 2015, after a courageous fight
with lymphoma cancer. At the time of his death, he was
President-Elect of the Ole Miss M-Club and in 2016 was
recognized with the George Lotterhos Service Award. Accepting
the posthumous award for William T. Berry was his son, Brent.
Sandra Wells Sumrall served as head coach of the JCJC
women’s basketball team from 1999-2015. She guided the Lady
Bobcats to MACJC championships in 2001, 2009, 2010 and 2015.
She owned a 239-144 coaching record at JCJC. The Jones County
native led JCJC to regional play in 2001 and the South Division
crown that year. They were MACJC runner-ups in 2003-04 and
advanced to the regional semifinals in 2008-09.
At West Jones High School, Sumrall was the junior high
and assistant high school girls’ basketball coach and became
the head coach of the Lady Mustangs in 1982. She coached
there from 1982-99 and led the team to the Overall State 4A
championship in 1997, with a 364-136 record. Additionally,
Sumrall led the Lady Mustangs to five Southern Athletic
Conference championships, six district championships,
one South State 4A championship and one Overall State 4A
championship, with five, state tourney appearances.
She was named SAC Coach of the Year three times and the
Laurel-Jones County Coach of the Year once. She had two
Mississippi Gatorade Players of the Year, an SEC Player of the
Year, a Kodak All-American, a player on the 1992 USA women’s
team in the Barcelona Summer Olympics and a player on the
WNBA’s Portland Blazers.
The Northeast Jones High School graduate played varsity

basketball, earning scholarships from the Lady Rebel basketball
and volleyball teams at the University of Mississippi. She
received her Bachelor of Science degree in physical education
at Ole Miss and her master’s degree from William Carey
University. Sumrall is married to Rick and together they have
two daughters and four grandchildren.
Misty M. Moore was a standout tennis player at JCJC in 199596. The Northeast Jones High School graduate was an MACJC/
Region 23 champion in No. 1 doubles in 1995 and was a member
of the first JCJC women’s team to go to nationals in Arizona. In
1996, she was a state/region champion in No. 1 doubles and No.
3 singles. She was undefeated in doubles that year. The team
finished seventh in the national tournament, the highest finish
ever for a Mississippi tennis team. Moore finished 21st and
earned the JCJC Most Valuable Player Award for women’s tennis
in 1996.
Moore works full-time and has been actively involved in the
community, in many roles. She was a four-year member of the
Southern Baptist Convention Disaster Relief team and she’s
involved with GIGGLES – Girls in God Growing Loving Eating
Sharing. For the last four years, she has invited girls in grades
4-6 into her home for monthly Bible studies and community
service projects. Moore and her family also volunteer at the
Dream Center in Ellisville, feeding over 40 youngsters on
Tuesday nights, as well as helping at the Glory House in Laurel.
She is married to Robby Moore and they have two children.
As a Soddy, Tennessee native, Dr. Gene Lasley came to
JCJC to play football and track. As a guard for the Bobcats,
he was named All-American and All-State on the 1951 state
championship team. He was the only player from Mississippi
to be named All-American. Additionally, Dr. Lasley ran on the
Jones mile-relay team which won the state meet. He also ran
the 100-yard dash and threw the shot put.
After graduating from JCJC, he attended Mississippi Southern
College (University of Southern Mississippi) and was a starting
guard on the 1952 football team that participated in the Sun
Bowl in El Paso, Texas. Dr. Lasley left USM and went to Bob
Jones University in Greenville, South Carolina, where he
received his bachelor’s degree in 1954, his master’s in 1956 and
an honorary doctorate in 1976. He then attended Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. He served
five years as Youth for Christ director in the states of Illinois and
Washington. Dr. Lasley would serve as pastor of Buffalo Ridge
Baptist Church in Gray, Tennessee, from 1963-2009.
After retiring, Dr. Lasley remained active preaching at local
Baptist churches and teaching in Bible colleges. Dr. Lasley is
married to Ellen Lasley.
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PARTNERSHIPS FOR S

JCJC & HAAS FACTORY OUTLET’S
PARTNERSHIP, BONUS FOR MISSISSIPPI
Over the past year, the partnership with Haas Factory
Outlet and JCJC has far exceeded the expectations of both
entities. The newly remodeled Jones County Junior College
Precision Machining and Manufacturing lab provided Haas
a new Showroom for the latest in technology while giving
JCJC students the chance to utilize and demonstrate how
the machines work for business leaders and customers.
Ultimately this partnership has the capability of changing
the future of manufacturing and machining in Mississippi by
making the industry more visible in an educational setting.
Offering industry leaders the opportunity to see first-hand
how the machines work also gives employers an avenue to
find potential new employees who can operate the high-tech
machinery.
When Haas Factory Outlet (HFO), one of North America’s
largest designers and
manufacturers of CNC
machine tools and a
machine tool distributor
invested more than
$50,000 in remodeling
the 6,500 square-foot
machining lab at Jones.
An air compressor was
installed to run the
three Haas consigned

PAGE 24 PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2018

machines, with an estimated value of $300,000.
Haas provides service after the sale and free technical
support from certified Haas technicians on all of its machines.
Additionally, JCJC is now part of the HTEC or Haas Technical
Education Center. This network of industry leaders and
educators was formed to allow for interacting and sharing
information about the industry’s current and future needs
which benefits Mississippi as a whole.
Haas is optimistic their area customers like, Praxair
(formerly GE Aviation), Laurel Machine and Foundry and
JPM of Mississippi in Hattiesburg will greatly benefit from
this partnership as Haas helps JCJC train students to become
“work-ready” as CNC machinists, programmers, and
engineers for current and future employers.

R SUCCESS

Wagner-Meinert, LLC President (right). Standing left to right are JCJC Dean of Career
and Technical Programs, Rod Tolbert; JCJC Heating And Air-Conditioning Instructors,
Jay Aultman and Thomas Johnson; Wagner-Meinert, LLC Lead Instructor, Jeff Sloan
and Wagner-Meinert, LLC Training Compliance Engineer, John Sherrill.

WAGNER-MEINERT’S AMMONIA
REFRIGERATION TRAINING
BEGINS AT JCJC
Jones County Junior College’s Heating and Air-Conditioning program is
now offering ammonia refrigeration training as part of the college’s new
partnership with Wagner-Meinert, LLC. The Ft. Wayne, Indiana, based
company has also established a certified RETA (Refrigeration Engineers and
Technician Association) Testing Center at the JCJC Advanced Technology Center in Ellisville to ensure the industrial ammonia
refrigeration operator/technicians in the region can stay in compliance with OSHA and EPA standards.
“We have the most credentialed training staff in the ammonia refrigeration field. Only a handful of technicians are trained in
ammonia refrigeration. This is a niche market,” said Jeff Albert, President of Wagner-Meinert, LLC. “We only have a few locations
like Jones where we partner with another group.”
Four, RETA authorized instructors from Wagner-Meinert will use JCJC’s ammonia refrigeration system for hands-on training.
The majority of students attracted to the program will be people who are employed in the industry or their employers will be
sending them for the training because they are required by OSHA and the EPA to have trained operators.
JCJC President Dr. Jesse Smith emphasized that this type of training is in big demand in the region with poultry processing and
large refrigeration food storage facilities continually needing qualified operators and technicians.
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GRADUATION DAY C

“HOME TOWN” STARS AND PR EXPERT, RICK LOOSER
Jones County Junior College alumni and the stars of the
HGTV show, Home Town, Ben and Erin Napier, along with
Rick Looser, C.O.O. and president of the public relations firm
in Jackson, The Cirlot Agency, were the keynote speakers
at the JCJC Spring Commencement Ceremonies on Friday,
May 4. About 710 of the more than 780 students eligible to
graduate participated in the ceremonies receiving either, an
Associate in Arts degree, Associate in Applied Science degree,
a Technical Certificate or a Career Certificate.

University of Mississippi and earned his bachelor’s degree in
2007.

Joining the graduates during the morning ceremony was
Ben Napier the woodworking star of the home renovation
show. The Laurel resident and entrepreneur explained he
was a few credit-hours short of earning his associates degree
in history when he left JCJC. He transferred in 2005 to the

One thing the couple emphasized to the new JCJC graduates
is the fact it is OK to return home; take inventory and pay
homage to your past. Erin Napier shared that the couple
knows Jones played a vital part in their existence as a couple,
TV stars, entrepreneurs, authors, community volunteers and
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“I thought that ship had sailed until someone told me about
this (Reverse Transfer). I didn’t know you could do it,” said
Ben. “It’s cool to finally have that degree for my own pride.
It won’t help me get a job or be better at my career, but I love
Jones and I always will. What I learned at Jones was equally as
important as what I learned at Ole Miss.”

Y CELEBRATION

KEYNOTE SPRING COMMENCEMENT CEREMONIES
now parents to their daughter, Helen. The Napiers explained
that Jones equips students to live a life beyond college or the
workforce. Ben challenged students to return home and be
the change you want to see in the world.
The keynote speaker for the second graduation ceremony,
Rick Looser, challenged graduates in the afternoon ceremony
to discover more about what he calls the two most important
days of your life; the day you are born and the day you
learn why. Using Mark Twain’s quote to explain his theory
about life, the public relations mogul expanded on Twain’s
thoughts. Looser clarified to the students that he believes
there are days that reveal your purpose in life. He described
those days of discovering your “whys” as days you may not
have control over or know how to explain. In either situation,

Looser’s way of faith he said, is based on the story of David
and Goliath.
“You have to decide, where is your faith? Not only do I have
to know who I am, but whose I am,” said Looser. “Find that
faith that means the most to you, because there is a myriad
of problems. There is also a myriad of solutions.” Looser
concluded his speech by sharing his confidence in the JCJC
graduates being able to make an impact in the lives of those
around them.
Rick Looser is married to Liza Cirlot Looser, founder of The
Cirlot Agency, where they have worked together for the last
28 years. They have two children, Regan and Tripp, who both
graduated from the University of Mississippi.
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PROGRESS FOR T
David Garner,

JC Board of Trustees Chairman

COMMUNITY/JUNIOR COLLEGES PLEAD, “FILL THE GAP”
Extensive budget cuts over the last three years have created
a gap in the state’s community college’s ability to continue to
be a catalyst for economic development. The funding gap has
also forced faculty and staff to search for better-paying jobs
as a result of a lack of pay raises and lay-offs, weakening the
entire system. To make sure their voices were heard, Jones
students, staff, faculty, administrators joined with members
of the state’s community college board of trustees and
representatives from other community colleges on the steps
of the State Capitol to plead their case and ask legislators to
“Fill the Gap.”
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College President,
Dr. Mary Graham spoke on behalf of the two-year college
presidents and reported that the nation’s oldest community/
junior college system has a $4.86 return on each dollar
invested in the state’s 15 community/junior colleges.
Statewide, the two-year college system trains more than
100,000 individuals annually and puts more people to work
in the state than any other entity. Community/junior colleges
are also credited with being the “training arm” of the state
and a key to economic development.
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“We are the provider of workforce training because the
definition of workforce training is not simply that you
can strike a welding torch, but workforce training is every
opportunity to earn a living in the state of Mississippi. We are
training in every level of education to move students forward,
to move Mississippians forward so that they can secure jobs
and sustain a future for themselves and their families,” said
Dr. Graham.
As Jones County Junior College Board of Trustees Chairman,
David Garner stated, “Unless we are able to come together
to find a way to fund our programs, to pay and educate those
who have a dream for their families to do better, then we will
suffer a greater cost. A cost of falling into a time in which we
in Mississippi will have to look beyond our state borders for
talent. A cost in which we in Mississippi will no longer be able
to rely on the best medical care in our finest hospitals; a cost
in which we will see our students of tomorrow suffer from a
lack of educators who are able, equipped and desire to see the
burning light of knowledge in the eyes of those that are before
them.”

R THE FUTURE

Southern District Commissioner, Tom King along with Jones administrators and industry,
government and student leaders cut the ribbon to officially open the pedestrian plaza on campus.

MDOT TAP GRANT CONVERTS HEART OF CAMPUS
What was once a thoroughfare and parking area in front of
Jones County Junior College’s C.L. Neill Student Center has
been converted into a beautiful, pedestrian plaza with the
help of a federal, Transportation Alternative Project grant or
(TAP), through the Mississippi Department of Transportation.
More than $416,000 in grant money was awarded almost
two-years ago to the college for a campus improvement and
safety project with the help of the MDOT Southern District
Commissioner, Tom King.
The area of College Drive, in front of the C.L. Neill Student
Center was transformed into a pedestrian plaza with brick
pavers, seat walls, scored concrete, landscape improvements
and removable bollards. An added feature of the project
included the installation of the JCJC logo at ground level in the
center of the pedestrian plaza. JCJC President, Dr. Jesse Smith

initially had the vision to improve the campus esthetically,
more than 12 years ago. To be able to see this part of the
campus improvement project completed is a proud moment
for everyone involved.
“It’s very nice to see it come to fruition. We’re thankful for
the MDOT, Neel-Schaffer’s engineers and R& J Construction
for their help in creating one of the best things added on
campus in a long time. Students love it because there are lots
of places to hang out and hold student activities. Also, it’s
safer,” said Dr. Smith.
As the ribbon-cutting ceremony officially opened the first
phase of the pedestrian corridor project, R&J Construction
has already begun working on the second phase of the project
adjacent to the newly renovated plaza.
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FINE ARTS YEAR I

DR. LINDSEY KEAY’S INSTRUCTION TAKES INTERNATIONAL SPIN
An opportunity of a lifetime presented itself to Dr. Lindsey
Keay, Assistant Director of Bands and flute instructor at Jones.
Keay was extended an invitation to showcase both her teaching
talents and musical ability as a flutist in Columbia, South
America. She joined her University of Southern Mississippi
friend and professor of flute at Unibac Conservatorio de Musica
Adolfo in Catagena, Colombia South America, Jesus Castor, for
her international debut.
Keay’s international spotlight featured a duet performance
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with the University’s Wind Band, but most of her five days in
South America were spent teaching flute masterclasses and
giving private lessons to university and high school students.
Keay has worked in the Jones Fine Arts Department for
four years and recently received her Ph.D in Music Education
from USM. She serves as a regular piccolo/flute player with
the Meridian Symphony Orchestra, the North Mississippi
Symphony Orchestra and Ballet, the Gulf Coast Symphony
Orchestra and the Mississippi Symphony Orchestra.

R IN REVIEW
2017 - 2018 EXHIBITS AND PERFORMANCES
August

October

The Maroon Typhoon Marching Band
is composed of 195 members from 25
counties in Missississippi as well as
students from Alabama, Ohio and Texas.
The band, under the direction of Dr. Ben
Burge, features a well-choreographed
dance team, Touch of Gold, along with a
flag spinning group that enhances each
performance with contemporary waves
of color.

The unique depiction of Mississippi’s
unusually named towns and festivals
were on display in November in the Eula
Bass Art Gallery. African photojournalist,
Betty Press, calls Hattiesburg her home
after travelling the world throughout her
life. Her use of black and white film and
old cameras produces a vintage feel to
her exhibit, “Finding Mississippi.”

December

February

April

It wouldn’t be the holidays without the
Fine Arts Department’s annual Jingle
Jazz Christmas presentation presented
by JC Voices and JC Jazz. Mr. and Mrs.
Santa Claus were in attendance this year
to help gather gifts for the Salvation
Army’s Angel Tree program donated for
the price of admission.

The classic musical, Rogers and
Hammerstein’s, The King and I, was
enjoyed by applauding audiences on
March 2nd, 3rd and 4th in the M.P.
Bush Fine Arts Auditorium on campus.
The spring musical presentation was
composed of a talented cast, that
included Jones students and additionally,
aspiring children from the community.

The Sophomore Art Exhibit included
charcoal drawings, paintings, graphic
design, ceramics and pottery. Students
showed their mastery of the basic
art presentation skills of matting,
mounting, and spacing of two
dimensional works, as well as lighting
and arrangement of pedestals for three
dimensional works.

An evening of Renaissance music
commenced with a stately trumpet
fanfare as the Jones Music Department
presented their annual “Madrigals
and More” concert at First-Trinity
Presbyterian Church of Laurel. The
concert, always free to the public,
receives rave reviews each year from
audiences that experience the festive
event.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Not pictured: Abert Short, Steve Thrash, David Garner
Mrs. Jeannine Agee, Jones County

Mr. David Garner, Smith County (Chairman)

Mr. Josh Perkins, Clarke County

Mr. Charles Ashley, Jones County

Mr. Jimmy Dale Hancock, Smith County

Dr. Jalynn Roberts, Perry County

Mr. Charles Breland, Greene County

Mr. David Huff, Greene County

Mr. Albert Short, Jones County

Mr. Zach Buckley, Jasper County

Mr. Bobby Jones, Wayne County

Mrs. Carolyn Smith, Clarke County

Mr. Wilbert Carr, Jasper County

Mr. Cliff Kelly, Covington County

Mr. Steve Thrash, Jones County

Dr. Scott Dearman, Perry County

Dr. Arnetta Keys Crosby, Covington County

Mrs. Ann Tucker, Jones County

Mr. Mike Evans, Wayne County

Mr. Tommy Parker, Jones County

Mr. Robert Sullivan, Board Attorney
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DISTRICT COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
CLARKE COUNTY

GREENE COUNTY

Lorenzo Carter

Wayne Barrow

Mickey Long
Darrick Marshall
Paul Mosley

COVINGTON COUNTY
Sterling Craft
Guy Easterling
John Holifield

Harold Cook

Barry Saul

G. L. Dearman

David Scruggs

Jerry Mills

JASPER COUNTY
Curtis Gray, Sr.
Eddie Helms

PERRY COUNTY

WAYNE COUNTY

Bobby Ray Bolton

Tommy Walley

Jimmy White

Sandy Stephens
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Gaston Hutcherson
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David Mills
Tommy Roberts, Sr.
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Howard Hammons
Dwight Norris

Arthur Keys

11.35%
11.35%

Benji Ford

Jerome Wyatt

Kevin Shows
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Danny Arender
Kenny Cain

Danny Spradley

Doug Rogers
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SMITH COUNTY

Johnny Burnett

William (Morris) Hill

Troy Smith

JONES COUNTY

4.26%
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Other
Support
State Appropriations
Sales
andState
Service
Sales and
Service
Other StateAuxiliary
Support
Transfer
Auxiliary Transfer
Sales and Service
Auxiliary Transfer
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