
How to Navigate eBooks in Canvas  

Sections 

When viewing your eBook, you’ll see one section of the text at a time. The sections are often broken into 
chapters, but it depends on the eBook’s formatting. 

To view an entire section, scroll up and down with a mouse or arrow key. 

RedShelf offers a few ways to navigate between sections. 

• To move from one section to the next, select the 
left and right arrow icons at the side of the text. 
You can also use the Shift and Left/Right keys on 
your keyboard. 

• Select the Sidebar Menu button (four horizontal 
bars) and click Table of Contents. Next, select the 
section or sub-section you’d like to read. 

Page Numbers 

If page numbers are provided, they are listed along the 
right-hand side of the page. 

To jump to a page, enter the number in the Page 
Search Bar in the top left corner of the page and select 
Go. You can also press the tab key and select a page 
from the dropdown. 

 

Search Tool 

If you need to find specific text in your eBook, select the Search icon in the top left corner. Type in the term or 
phrase into the search bar that appears. The search results will generate, organized by section. 

 

 

 

 

 



Select the arrow to view the term or phrase in the 
eBook’s content. 

 

 

 

 

Bookmarks 

Creating a Bookmark 

To add a bookmark to your current 
location in your eBook, select the 
bookmark icon in the top right-hand 
corner.  

When you do, a red bookmark 
appears to the right of the text to 
mark your location. 

Want to delete your bookmark? 
Select the red bookmark icon and 
select Delete. 

Reviewing Your Bookmarks 

Our eReader not only lets you create bookmarks but also organizes them for easy access. 

To find all of your bookmarks, open the Sidebar Menu and select Bookmarks. Previews of the text from the 
bookmarked sections are organized by chapter. Skim your bookmarks by scrolling or pressing tab. 

To jump to a bookmarked section, select the text in the bookmark preview. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Text to Speech 

The text-to-speech controls will appear in the top right corner of the screen. Use the "play" icon (a right-
pointing triangle arrow inside a circle) to start the text-to-speech feature! A "pause" icon (two vertical bars 
inside a circle) will replace that image - just activate it again to stop the reader.   

In the Main Menu of the eReader, 
there is a submenu for Text to 
Speech. Open the submenu and 
make sure the volume is turned up 
there. 

 

  

For more settings and options with text-to-speech, use the triple circle icon labeled "more text to speech 
controls" to open settings. 

 

 

 

 

What if the Text-to-Speech Tool is on and underlining the text, but I 
cannot hear the sound? 

Try the following if you cannot hear the text being read aloud: 

• Double-check your volume - is it turned up? 
• Make sure your device is not in "Silent Mode". 
• Make sure the sound is not playing in a Bluetooth connected device like wireless headphones (or use 

the headphones to listen, if they are) 
• Check the voice selection in the settings on your device and reset to the default voice.  Some custom 

voice options are not compatible with all devices and apps.  
• If you are accessing the eReader via Canvas, try logging into your account via redshelf.com/login and 

open the book from your My Shelf page.   
• Open your book with a different web browser or with our iOS app and try again. 
• If you are still having issues, submit a Solve ticket at solve.redshelf.com 

 

* Attention Andriod Users: If you are using the Android app, the text-to-speech tool is not currently 
available due to restrictions set by Google.   

https://solve.redshelf.com/hc/en-us/articles/redshelf.com/login
https://solve.redshelf.com/


How to access eBooks from Canvas 
 

1. Access your eBook from the Canvas course 
2. Click “Bookshelf [RedShelf]” 
3. Check the Terms and Privacy checkboxes  
4. Click Accept and Continue 

 

Once you have clicked the Accept and Continue, you will be 
directed to your “My Courses Dashboard”.  The Dashboard 
displays all eBooks you have access to.   

 

 

 

5. Click “View Course Materials” to the right of the book image 

 

 

6. Click “Start Reading” *this will open a new browser tab with the eBook now viewable 

 

If an eBook has the option to Purchase Print Edition, then click the red “Purchase Print Edition” button.  If the eBook 
does not have the red Purchase Print Edition button, then this eBook is NOT available as print OnDemand.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



If your course uses a myLab component, then your “My Courses Dashboard” will appear with the message “This course 
has 2 required titles” and “left and right arrows” beside the book title to view the eBook and myLab.   

7. Click “View Course Materials” to open the eBook and myLab 

 

8. Click “Start Studying on Publisher’s Website” to open your myLabs for this course 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How to download eBooks for offline reading 

Downloading the App  

RedShelf’s eReader app is available through the Apple Store for iOS 
devices or the Google Play Store for Android devices. The majority 
of the eReader features and functionality are identical between the 
web browser and the mobile app experience to ensure students 
have a consistent experience between their desktop, tablet, and 
mobile devices.  

  

Sign In/Sign Out 

In order to use the eReader app, you will need to have an existing RedShelf account 
already set up on redshelf.com. You will use the same username and password required 
to log into your RedShelf account to access the eReader app. As a first-time user, you 
cannot create an account initially from the app itself.  

In order to gain login credentials for the app, simply select “Forgot Password” and enter 
the email address associated with your LMS account. You will receive an email with a 
password reset and should follow the instructions for creating a new password in order 
to log in.  

 

Start Reading 

Once you’re logged into the eReader app, you’ll be taken directly to the “My Shelf” page. This page will show 
all the eBooks in your RedShelf account that you have access to. You can select the three dots next to each 
title to start reading the eBook or get more details on the title.  

You can open your eBook in the eReader by selecting 
the “Read” option after selecting the three dots, or by 
selecting “Reading Now” at the bottom center of the 
navigation item. Selecting “Reading Now” will open the 
most recent eBook you were reading on the same page 
you left off.  

 

 

 

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/redshelf/id1511013608
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.redshelf.redshelf&hl=en_US
https://redshelf.com/


 

eBook Student Support:  

https://solve.redshelf.com/hc/en-us/categories/115000384354-Student-
Customer-Support 

 

Submit a help ticket:  

https://solve.redshelf.com/hc/en-us/requests/new 

 
RedShelf Customer Support Hours (CST):  

Monday-Friday: 8am - 6pm 

Sunday: 10am - 7pm 

 

https://solve.redshelf.com/hc/en-us/categories/115000384354-Student-Customer-Support
https://solve.redshelf.com/hc/en-us/categories/115000384354-Student-Customer-Support
https://solve.redshelf.com/hc/en-us/requests/new
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